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The origins of golf have been debated for many a year, and the arguments will continue for years to come. But whatever
our opinton, we should be aware of the possible antecedents of the game and know how they were played if we are to enter
the discussions. Henry Facubowicz has undertaken a comprehensive study of one of these antecedents, Jeu de Mail, and
has passed it to TTG. The first part, dealing with the history and bibliography follows. The second part, covering how the
game was played, will appear in the next issue. We are most grateful to Henry for sharing his work with us.

Jeu de Mail

by Henry Jacubowicz

OR ALMOST five centuries Jeu de
Mail was a very popular game in
France. So popular that during the
17th and 18th Centuries every French
town of some importance had its Jeu de
Mail course.The interest in the game
then declined. It declined so much that
it progressively disappeared from
everywhere but from two towns:
Montpellier and Aix-en-Provence
which finally closed their Mail courses
in the 1930%.
There were two kinds of Jeu de Mail.

An ‘in town’, or royal, game and a cross
country version called Jeu de Mail a la
chicane. The royal game was played on
well tended sand courses (pic 1), having a length of
about 400 meters, delineated by two lines of trees
and walled with wooden boards. The players usually
went near the target in three or four strokes before
‘holing out’ through an iron hoop (pic 2). Jeu de
Mail a la chicane is best described in a 1634
painting by a Flemish artist Paul Bril. Painted in
Rome it is on display today in the Minneapolis
Institute of Arts (pics 3-5). At the height of its
popularity the royal game was the version played the
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most and it spread across Europe with courses
known to have existed in Paris, London, Madrid,
Kéln and Utrecht, which are remembered until
today by plazas and streets named Mail or Mall.

This paper presents and describes Jeu de Mail to
the golfing reader by following the same pattern as
golf books: some historical facts, the main rules, the
clubs and balls, instruction and a bibliography
which, to my knowledge, may be nearly exhaustive.
We will focus our attention on Jeu de Mail a la
chicane and especially on the Montpellier version
which was to be played only on roads and
lanes, avoiding the bordering lands. In other
places the game was played cross country,
even on farmed land or vineyards, but
unfortunately there is a total lack of
documentation on this most interesting facet
of Jeu de Mail . The first part will present the
game of Jeu de Mail and the printed word
1659-1939. The second part will detail how
the game was played.

Of all sports, golf gave birth to the largest
literature and Jeu de Mail to the smallest.
Only four Jeu de Mail books are known. One
is a compilation of poems (8) and one is the
transcript of radio talks given in 1937 (28)
about the lost game in Aix-en-Provence
which had closed five years earlier. Only two
books explain how to play Jeu de Mail and
for us BGCS members it must suffice, two
being a collection as Joseph Murdoch used

Artitudes du Foueur
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to say . The first Jeu de Mail book was




published by Joseph Lauthier (26) in
1717. It was translated into English by
James Cunningham (14) in 1910. It
explains how to swing and the rules of
the royal game. The second book, more
important for us golfers, was published
by Sudre (30) in 1772 . It ideals with
Jeu de Mail a la chicane and is our main
source of information on the cross
country game as it was played in
Montpellier.

Rules on Jeu de Mail were published
much earlier than those of Lauthier.
They can be found in game dictionaries
called Académie des Jeux, the oldest
recorded one being from 1659 by De
La Mariniere (23). In a chapter entitled
Le jeu royal de palle-mail et commeil se
joue a presént he tells us that the King
of France, as well as the French
nobility, plays the game. It was reprinted twice in
1665 and 1668 (24)(25) with other games added
but Jeu de Mail rules unchanged. These rules were
once more reproduced in a 1696 anonymous copy
(3). We had to wait until the seminal work of
Lauthier to find the one and only piece of Mail
instruction ever written. In this book the previous
rules are reorganised and updated. From then on, it
is this text, including the instruction section, which
will replace the chapter on Jeu de Mail in all
subsequent editions of the Académie des Jeux
(4)(5)(6)(7)(13) from 1718 to 1842

The second, and last, book on how to play Jeu de
Mail by Sudre reproduced the instruction section by
Lauthier with some minor, but fundamental,
changes to the grip and stance. The rules part is,
meanwhile, very different as it applies to the cross
country game and its Montpellier peculiarities.
Before printing his work, Sudre asked the twelve
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Masters of Mail or Palemardiers, a professional
union instituted in 1668, what we would call today
club pros, and some of the best Jeu de Mail players
to review and approve his work. They did so in
writing at the end of his book.

In 1822 Grasset, a Palemardier, and Ricard a
member of the Ordre des chevaliers du bois roulant
(Order of the Knights of the rolling wood), the Jeu
de Mail club of Montpellier, reprinted what is now
a very rare edition. A later edition was published in
1844 by a local Montpellier newspaper, Le
Babillard, with six lithographs added and a new
introduction from the paper’s editors. Among other
things this introduction tells us that the preceding
editions of the book are almost impossible to find
and "one has to pay a very high price when by the
greatest chance, he is happy to find a copy.” Even
this new edition went scarce as Andrew lLang
laments in Hutchinson (21) on seeing only one copy
of this book but not buying it due to the
ransom price of ten guineas which was
asked for it.

The book was printed at least one
more time in 1888, thanks to another
Palemardier named Audier (30) who
was then the manager of the club
Societé du jeu de mail des Arceaux.

The similarities of Jeu de Mail and
Golf seemed so peculiar to British golf
writers that already in The Golfer’s
Manual by A Keen Hand (2) two pages
were devoted to the description of Jeu
de Mail in Montpellier with these

words "...it is exactly our golf but
played under different circum-
stances..."

G Robb (1) reproduced, without
acknowledgement, these pages. Garden
Smith (20) expresses in 1912 his
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amazement in observing the great similarities
between the rules of Golf and of Jeu de Mail
...when the first codes of golf were drawn up, we
have the fact that the contemporary rules of golf
bear a strong resemblance to those of Jeu de Mail
published in France by Lauthier and Sudre a little
earlier. Many of the similarities are, of course,
natural in games having a similar object, but, here
and there, there are points of a purely arbitrary
nature dealt with in exactly the same way, and in
almost the same expressions, as they are in the early
golf codes, and it is hard to believe that this can be
the result of accident. An interesting fact in this
connection, and one which lends colour to the
presumption that our early golf codists were familiar
with the rules of Jeu de Mail, is that Montpellier, the
headquarters of the French game, was at that very
period the chief station d'hivernage in the south of
France. In the eighteenth century it was what
Cannes and Nice are to-day, and was greatly
frequented by the British.”

More recently, in 1942, Percy Boomer (9) refers
to an eighteenth century Jeu de Mail instruction
book he bought in a second hand bookshop as an
indication that already more than two centuries ago
somebody had described the fundamental s of a
sound golf swing.

In order to understand the old age
of Jeu de Mail publications the reader is
reminded that the first book on golf,
“The Golf”, dates back only to 1743,
that the first golf book, “The Golfer's
Manual,” is as recent as 1857 and that
the Saint Andrews golf rules were first
printed almost one century after De lo
Mourners Academy de jocks.

Golf historians looking for the
origins of Golf started searching
everywhere but Scotland. Jeu de Mail
was one of the candidates with Dutch
Kolf, Flemish Chose and Roman
Paganica. But apart from very patriotic
French authors, only a handful of
British historians support the Jeu de
Mail hypothesis. Harry Wood (31) was
the first. More recently Robert
Browning (10) confusing Jeu de Mail and Chose
claimed that Chose (he meant Mail) was learned by
Scotush soldiers in France in the fifteenth century
and brought back to Scotland to create golf between
1421 and 1457, a theory reaffirmed by Fred Hotter
(19) in a book entirely devoted to prove this
conjecture.

I am not an historian and will not take part in the
controversy. Like Canada Dry is to alcohol Mail had
the colour of Golf, Mail had the taste of Golf, but
Mail was not Golf, and I tend to side with Garden
Smith (20) when he says “... one cannot accept the
present idea that early Scots borrowed golf from the
continent ... The poor Scots are denied the possi-
bility of having a game of their own, evolved by
themselves in accordance of their own ideas and
temperament and suited to their country and
climate. How the importation idea arose, it is
impossible to conceive. The evidence is all against it,
but writers on golf have nearly followed it like
sheep.”

Like man and ape having a common ancestor,
golf and Jeu de Mail had a perhaps a common
ancestor. In that case Jeu de Mail was the ape.

End of first part

Hemi Jacubowicy
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This article is the second part of Henri Jakobowicz’ review of the game of Jeu de Mail, as played in the South of
France unnl the middle years of the last century.

by Henri Jakubowicz

‘Di]b ARE interested only in the cross-country
game, jeu de mail a la chicane, as played in
Montpellier. The first part of this article put an
accent on the bibliography of Jeu de Mail. This
second part will present what we know about the
origins of the game and how it was played.

Jeu de Mail historians searching early writings on
its origins, dwelled on obscure one-sentence
references to games played in the middle ages; some
went far back in antiquity. D’Allemagne [15] quotes
a Roman poet Quintus Ennius born 200 years BC
who used the word rudirantes, which in Latin means
pushing with a mallet, to write about young men
driving wooden balls forcefully and deduces from it
that jeu de mail had been played by the Romans. He
then tells us that a number of similar games were
played in the Middle Ages under different names
depending of the province in which they were
played. Touquon and Chuque are cited respectively
by Ducange in 1416 and Godefroy in 1455. A three-
dimensional Paris map from 1609 shows pictorially,
little scenes of actual life in the French capital at this
time. It shows people playing jeu de mail in two
locations: one in the heart of the city; the other just
outside its western ramparts. The best representa-
tion of old jeu de mail is the painting of Paul Brill
already mentioned in Part 1 of this article. Andrew
Lang mentions jeu de mail as one of golf’s sister
games [21] and quotes Hieronymus Mercurialis
[27] writing in latin on pida-malleus, a ball-mallet
game. He also tells us that the game of pall mall is
probably older in Scotland than in England. Queen
Mary Stuart played both golf and pall mall at St
Andrews whereas the London Mall was only built
after Charles I’s restoration.

The development of agriculture in the
seventeenth century confined Feu de Mail a la

Fig 7. The Montpellier — Clapas course. Jusserand [22]

chicane to roads and lanes around Montpellier in
order to preserve farmed land. However these roads
became much more frequented at the end of the
nineteenth century. Playing jeu de mail became
impossible, and in 1882 the Chevaliers du bois roulant
rented a large field of two hectares (a golf course
needs 50 to 100 hectares) in Clapas near Mont-
pellier on which they re-created a jeu de mail a la
chicane by criss-crossing the land with four metre
wide lanes.

The players had to walk through four lanes
having each a length of 200 to 220 yards before
arriving at a touchstone. They generally played the
game like our foursome, two against two, hitting the
ball 100 yards while staying straight on the lanes. It

Figs 12 & 13. Jeu de Mail ar Montpellier (ca [910) Hilton & Smith [20]
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Fig 8. Post card of the Aix-en-Provence jeu de mail in 1903

seems that the cross country jeu de mail was also
played at this time and so, at the end of the
nineteenth century, Montpellier might have had two
courses.

Feu de mail however was coming to an end, losing
its last players and its last two strongholds in
southern France. The Aix-en-Provence jeu de mail
[fig 8] was closed in 1932 and the Montpellier-
Clapas jeu de mail was probably closed during
World War II. I have heard that rugby is played on
it today.

The game as played in Montpellier was described
in Sudre’s introduction:

There is not here, as in other towns, a specific
closed jeu de mail mall. We play on roads and
lanes in the town’s surroundings. The detours we
encounter are always opportunities to play
difficult shots which require strength and skill,
and which can be seen performed with marvellous
accuracy: some players drive to 200 yards on the
fly, which is not however all the game’s science;
you must know how to finesse your shots; how to
get out of stony lies, from ditches or other hazards
where the ball is often found; go over corners or
high walls; know how to ‘putt’ to the touchstone
to finish a game.

The rules are contained in 77 articles describing
how to settle incidents occurring during a game and
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the penalties to be applied. Jeu de mail players knew
of out of bounds balls, water hazards, hitting
another ball, air shots, broken balls or clubs and
amazingly, etiquette rules dating back to the
seventeenth century. A game was played by two,
three or four players. Two players played two balls;
three played three balls sometimes one against the
best ball of the other two. And four players might
play only two balls. In this foursome format each
player on a side had to play his turn without
replacement, not playing in turn costing a one-
stroke penalty.

The game was played by ‘holes up’. A hole was
played between two touchstones. The first to play on
each hole teed up his ball near a touchstone, not
further than four steps. The tee was made with sand,
small stones, wood pieces or rolled cardboard. The
next players were to tee not further than a club
length in front or behind the first player’s tee. After
driving no one had the right to displace, pick up or
change the ball before ‘holing out’ which was done
by hitting the next touchstone. The ball could only
be changed if broken or split. The furthest from the
target was the first to play. An air shot was counted
as a stroke. The reckoning of the strokes was kept by
saying that the longest driver was par and the others
were more. If a player could not hit his second shot
over the par player he was counted two more and
S0 on.



The game was played on a very tight course:
the roads, their ditches and non-farmed ground
bordering the roads. The boundaries of the course
were the surrounding land, farmed land, walls,
fences, hedges, streams, trees or bushes. The ball
was often out of bounds or lost except for the best
players. A quarter of the rules deal with out of
bound balls. And if you think that a stroke and
distance is a harsh penalty you have not seen
anything. In jeu de mail the out of bound ball was
placed back on the road without loss of distance
but with a three stroke penalty. With such
penalties it is no wonder that the game
disappeared. On the golf course, I am more often
in the rough than on the fairway. If I had to add
three strokes to my score each time I had to chip
back on the fairway I would have quit golf long
ago and sold my book collection in disgust. The
out of bound limit applied vertically upwards, for
example for a ball in a tree. As long as the land
surrounding the course did not have a crop the
players could enter it to search for their out of
bound balls without damaging the harvest. This
led to the closure of the game from May to the
end of the harvest season, generally in July.
Golfers, who, like me, roam for hours in knee-
high grass in search of their balls, will be
interested in knowing that jeu de mail players used
especially trained dogs to find lost balls.

Lost balls were also penalised by three strokes,
as well as balls in water, which were to be relieved
like our lateral water hazards rule. Mud-covered
balls had to be played as they lay. The only relief
the rules authorized was cleaning the intended
hitting spot on the ball with one finger. Only after
hitting the ball out of the mud, could the player
pick up and clean it before the next stroke. The
same rule applied for balls covered by linen, grass
cuttings, hay or manure. (Even in this situation no
relief!)

The wunplayable ball rule existed and you
could drop your ball neither nearer nor further
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to the touchstone for a modest three-stroke
penalty.

The touchstone had to be of a diameter no
smaller than the largest balls in use. In a former
set of rules it can be found that the touchstone’s
diameter was to be the size of at least two balls.
Does this have something to do with the four and
a half inch golf hole? If in stroking in the direction
of the touchstone the ball hit somebody or an
animal the opponent could chose between letting
the ball run its course and asking for a replay. If
by hitting it a player sent his opponent’s ball to
touch the stone the stroke was taken for good.
The furthest to the touchstone was to play first.
The player could push away anything interfering
with his line of play for a one-stroke penalty each
time. He did that by hitting the obstacle, loose
impediment or opponent’s ball, with a croqueting
blow of the mallet damped by a ball laid behind
the interfering object. The croqueting stroke
could be used, and counted one stroke, anywhere
to ‘chip’ back one’s ball or to push away a stone
in front or behind the ball.

To win a hole a player had to hit the touchstone
in the least number of strokes, but touching the
stone was sometimes arguable if, for example, it was
a faint side brush. The caddie’s arbitration or the
majority of the voices of the onlookers were used to
settle the matter. A golf hole is obviously much
better from this viewpoint. There can be no
arguments as to whether the ball is or is not entirely
in the hole.

One of the main features of the Montpellier jeu de
mail was the forbidden corners. On a dog-leg, the
same road making a turn, the player could play over
the corner [fig 9] but corners taken to change
direction from one road to another could not be
played over.

It was said to be a reserved corner [fig 10]. When
two roads crossed each other only the corner
making the turn was reserved. All other corners
could be played over.

Fig 9. How to play out of bound halls on doglegs
Sudre 1844 [29]
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Fig 10. How to play on reserved corners. Sudre 1844 [29]
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Fig 11. How to play on reserved corners at cross-roads. Sudre
1844 [29]

A player could, for example, play straight on the
incoming road past the crossing and then play to the
next road over the opposite corner [fig 11].

If you find this complicated and do not
understand the reserved corners rules, do not
worry. Neither did I until I wrote this article.

Practising a stroke to be played during a game
was forbidden, but before starting a game a player
could practise to the near touchstone. The player
could do whatever necessary to have a good and
stable footing even by removing or adding sand or
gravel. He could push the bushes behind him with
his back but was not allowed to use his hands to
arrange the passage of the club. (I take here the
opportunity to remind some of my golf partners that
this rule still applies today in golf.)

Players knew of handicapping. A better player
could give an advantage to his opponent by a
number of strokes or by one or more free drops for
out of bounds balls.

The ball was normally made out of a boxwood
root and was the size of a tennis ball. The best balls
were said to come from Naples in Italy and made
from medlar trees. The wood was first left to dry,
and then rounded. Balls had to be prepared; they
were stone hammered by the palemardiers, played
with half shots on gravelled soil to be hardened, and
oiled with local herb juice to give them more weight.
They were tested on the course to select the longest
and straightest ones. Because they were made from
a natural material jeu de mail balls did not have the
true centre of gravity of our modern moulded golf
balls. If their weight was biased they swerved in
flight or bounced waywardly on hitting the ground.
Players were advised to place the heavy side in line
with the stroke to reduce the unwanted effects.
Today we are advised to place the seam of Pro VI
balls in line with the intended trajectory for longer
drives. Old tricks for modern technology.

A good player had to possess different kind of
balls and know their characteristics to choose the
one most suited to the atmospheric or soil
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conditions, the wind or the lie. When playing with
back winds, on sandy soil or down slope it was
better to use larger balls; with bad weather and wet
ground it was better to play light balls. But with
bright weather and hard soil it was better to use
small balls.

Every book on jeu de mail since 1696 mentions
the story of an extraordinary ball named la Bernarde
reputed for its straightness and length, beating any
ball by 50 vyards. Its qualities were attributed to a
perfect weight distribution, a natural miracle, and its
happy owner was said to have refused repeatedly to
sell it for large offers.

The club head was to be proportionate to the
weight of the ball. Neither a heavy club with a
small ball nor a light club with a large ball would
produce a long shot. The ball was to have
approximately half the weight of the club head. The
club was similar to a croquet mallet. Its weight and
size were also adjusted to the size and strength of
the player. Too heavy or too long, it hit the ground
in front of the ball. Too short or too light, it took
the ball by the ‘hair’, (we would say topped the
ball). The length of the club was generally from the
waist to the ground but sometimes it could be as
long as from the armpit to the ground for long
driving.

The club head was made with a cylindrical wood
mass reinforced with two iron bands. It was two-
sided, one being flat for driving and the other
having a tilted face to lift balls higher or to get out
of hazards. The club head had to be prepared and
hardened and this was done by hitting balls. The
quality of different makers was acknowledged. It
was recognised that the evergreen oak club heads
made in Avignon by Georges Minier and his father
were better made and played better than those of
any other maker. The older published rules, before
Sudre and Montpellier rules, mention the use of
another club called léve (which means lifter) for
holing out. The caddy was called porte léve (the
lifter carrier). The club head had a cavity in its head
that was not used to hit the ball. Instead the ball
was placed in the cavity and pushed forward. In the
in-town version of jeu de mail described by
Lauthier, this club was very short, no higher than
the middle of the thigh and the player replaced the
wooden ball with a steel ball for holing out. The
player holed out by throwing the ball through an
iron hoop. In jeu de mail a la chicane the wooden
ball was not to be lifted until hitting a touchstone.
The lifter club, not mentioned in Sudre, might then
have been the very long club seen in the Paul Bril
painting. It is used by one of the players with his
right hand only and the long shaft touching his
back. The great length of this club might be
justified, as noted by Browning [10], by its use as a
ball retriever as demonstrated by other players in
the same painting. But in the Montpellier game



Fig 6. Stance and Backswing. D’Allemagne [15] reproduced from Lauthier

described by Sudre it scems that the shot to the
touchstone could be done by using the usual mallet
club and croqueting the ball by placing a ball called
croguet behind one’s ball. If jeu de mail did not
father golf, it at least gave us croquet.

The sole instruction text on jeu de mail was
written by Lauthier. This text is a wonderful
reminder for every golfer, (ves I wrote ‘golfer’), on
how to take his grip, stance and make his swing.
Everything is said in less than five pages. Advice on
how not to play:

There are some who play with the arms only, that is,
who do not make this half turn with the loins.....they
can never become good or powerful players, because
they do not lift the mallet sufficiently high. Some lift
it too far above the head or shoulders, some only
waist high, and strike the ball with a jerk, as if they
were cracking a whip. There are some who straddle
in a strange fashion....... others raise the left elbow
trying to guide the stroke...All these styles are bad
and displeasing and ought to he changed.

The golfer will recognise some of his pro’s advice:
turn your hips, don’t over swing, don’t hit but swing
the club. And advice on how to play properly: how

to grip the club, place the feet, take the stance, make
a back swing and hit the ball.

The instructions of Lauthier are very slightly
modified by Sudre for the grip and stance, which are
similar to the closed position seen at this time in St
Andrews. Did jeu de mail benefit from golf players
vacationing in Montpellier? Sudre himself says:
‘Englishmen (in France they say ‘English’ for
‘British’) coming to this town at first do not under-
stand why so many people are pleased by running,
as they say, after a piece of wood, but they rapidly
discover their error, and we see them going three
against three, two against two and then one to one
to better enjoy, they say, the pleasure of the game.’

The hands are near each other, like our two-
handed baseball grip: left hand first, right hand
under. The thumbs of both hands cross over the
shaft and touch the other fingers. Jeu de mail players
were advised not to put the thumbs on top or on the
near side of the shaft because it produced a curved
flight. We would now say not to use a strong or weak
grip to avoid slicing or hooking. Players were told to
always wear gloves on both hands in order to hold
the club more firmly and spare the hands from
callouses. The arms were to be not too straight nor
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too tight. They had to feel relaxed to allow an easy
and free movement.

The feet were aligned with the line of flight, the
right foot a little behind the left, the ball in front of
the left heel and legs not too far apart, knees neither
straight nor loose but firmly braced for a good hit.
Altogether the position of a man fighting an
opponent. The ball is neither too far nor too close to
the player who is advised to stay level on his knees
during the swing. They also knew of the waggle,
(they said for aiming the ball), and were told to do
it only once if possible, as players taking too many
waggles were those who seemed to miss their shots
more often. The body, slightly inclined from the
hips, neither too upright nor too bent, was to turn
slowly behind from the waist up to the head but
without losing sight of the ball. This half turning of
the body was said to give a wide circular backswing
to the club, which is necessary to produce the great
centrifugal force coming from a wide arc. The club
was to be lifted slowly as a unit with the body,
without swaying. After a little pause at the top of the
movement the club was swung vigorously, without
forgetting to add power from the wrist.

Advice was also given for odd lies: a lower ball
was to be pulled to the left and a higher ball was to
be pushed to the right. No golfer will argue with
that. Practice was not forgotten. The masters and
good players were said to train their skill by hitting
half shots to one another, killing two birds with one
stone: improving their game and at the same time,
hardening the new balls. For beginners it was
advised not to try the impossible task of hitting long
drives like the masters immediately. Instead, they
should begin with quarter then half shots and
progressively and patiently acquire the skill to play
the long game with accuracy and sureness.

Lauthier said about jeu de mail: ‘Tt can be played
at all ages, from childhood to old age. Its charm

does not consist in hitting long strokes, but in
playing truly and neatly, without display. When in
addition, one can also drive far and sure, one is a
perfect player.” 300 years ago, they already knew
what golf means to us. Golf and jeu de mail coexisted
and probably enriched one another: swing hints for
jeu de mail from Scotland; disputes settlement with
rules for golf from France.

The cross country game of jeu de mazil a la chicane
retreated to small enclosed fields and died there. Jeu
de mail disappeared with the loss of its natural
playground. It makes me think that it is not the
space age multilayer balls, the titanium clubs or
even the hole which characterises golf. It is its
playground, the links. The links, and especially those
of St Andrews, gave golf its ability to survive from
the Middle Ages until today on unfarmed, unbuilt
areas. With the advent of inland courses golf spread
worldwide. All golf courses in the world are made
more or less to resemble the eighteen St Andrews
holes. They imitate the number of holes and even
the number of par three, four or fives. They also
imitate the bunkers in places were bunkers never
existed.

Golf is Scottish to me because the links are
Scottish. One of my friends told me that this will
certainly please a Scottish audience very much. My
answer was that I played the Old Course in St
Andrews once and I just want to be able to go
back.

I do not know if jeu de mail fathered golf or not. I
am inclined to say no but due to a great number of
similarities I think that they are somewhat related.
By its similarities with golf jeu de mail had attracted
many golf historians and these similarities might
now attract golf book collectors who will find it
interesting to add to their collection, very scarce
books that are much older than any existing golf
book.
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