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Ar arecent luncheen held atmy palf cIaw;
Seaford ,which 15 celsbearing it's centenary yeer,
a college suggesta] that there wss,gathered within the
dining room an any given day,sufficient talent and wisdan to
nn for parlismenc. ‘What's more’ oy collengue oprined, they
do & b..... sight better job! Thia set me thinking of the
eollective talent and experience within the B.G.C.S. We've
cormered the atealute cresm! - Doctors,Surgecns,Brokers, Bankers and
Men of Letters. A plethora of writing talent,(remes like Adama,Badird,
Calville,Garcia,Goodban , Hami 1 ton, Hobbe Hawtree  Johnston MacDonaid , Bolan
and Viney spring easily to mind .} and unming golfing telent thar could
in all probebility chalienge the current Walker Cup squed, {and give them
a very close game indeed:). Run for Parliamnt? - why the B.G.C.5. is
ready to run the world.
To you all this Quistmestime I wish the following: A ame for your socker,
a furnished contry cottage with a gote lmadiog on to your favourite golf
s course . A new Porsche or Bentley,A fine Havane cigar,a rare hrandy.a
{_r“_.___.——— 7 perfect drive every time - ayl of cogse good heslth and e
&

in whatever you do throughout the whole of
1968, Feece on earth and good will :
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HILTON'S
ROCK
Dy

John Garcia

In 1987 few golfers, | have found, have keard of Harold Hilto:n. There 15 nothing
reprehensible about this, of course, far it 1< oniy the paszage of itime that has
erased his memory. He wa+w, bowever, probadly the best 3ritish amateur golfer, havipg
won two Open Champlonships. four Amateur ones, anc on2 American Amateur Championship
He was certainly vme of the best-kaown, fur be was the flrst editaor of Golf Monthly,
and later after Garden Smith died he pacame the editor =f 30i{ |.Justrazed.

I am near the end of a post-retiremant 1ask of writiog hio tiography, woich has takepq
uo the batter part of a year. (ne of the most amesing bils cf it came abouvt duriog
some wark | was doing on his winniung the United Scates Kati:onal Amateur Coamplonship.
That all bappened rather 2 lopg time ago in September 1911, &t the Apawamls Club in
the State of ¥ew York, but this was too jate for there to be anything about it im my
first source af infermation about Hileon. which was bis autobiography * My Golfiog
Keminiscences " publishked in 1907 | wwppus= bee may have thoyght thern, at the age of
38 and baving woo nothing for 59 years, that nis golfing career was at an end. 1f he
did think this, he couldn't have bepn moTe wrchp.

Very soon after starting my researches into the Americar episode, I discovered that
ithere was an unresolved mystery about it. To come to the point rather rapidly, after
winning the impartant 36 hole qualitying coepetition, #ilton bad only one game of any
difficulty tn the matchplay stage of the meeting, whick was limited to 32 players.
This was agalnst Jerpome D Travers, a former US champion whom he beat by 3 and 2 ove:
3% holes. o the final! be had to play another young American Fred Herreshoif.
Herresbhof! was 4 down 2t lunch, and & down with 13 10 play, buil he staged a come-back
and the match was all-sguare after 36 holes. "After an indifferent drive up the right
edge of the 37th fairway, Hilton sliced or pushed his second shot to the first green,
which was a gun-platiorm affair near the top of a gentle bhill. The beole was then 377
yards long.

Here is where the umresglved mystery occurred. Hilton‘s ball was headed for 2 lot af
trouble, for to the right of the green 15 A slope oo which there are a lot of trees
and in amongst them many boulder= Lo a rocy arcsa which {e just short of an put-gf-
bounds fence. Yet despite this vopromis:ng territory, in some way the ball made 1ts
way on to the green. Because of the terrain, neither of the two players could see
this but the huge gallery let them krow. MHerresboff, whe had thought the title was
hiz while Hilton's ball wes in the alr, topped his second shot, and his finpal scere
of 5 lost him the mateh to Hilton's rather sShaky 4. But what exactly had bappened to
Hilton's ball ? According 1o one wrater, all the press and the golfing journals said
tbat Hilton's second chot struck a Tock. and " caromed " on to the greea.
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One of the best accounts is ip Herberi Warreo Wind's book " The Story of American
Golf * (1946 ond a revised edition in 19567, Here he said, ! think not epntirely
without wmalice, that American golf fans: caps to balieve 1n the rock story

* undoubtedly because it made Hilton's victory seem less deserved. ® VWind was not an
eye-witness. Indeed he cannot have beep born much befora 1611. So his account ls
sgnostic on the question whether Bilton's ball hit A rock. Rather fooliehly,

perbaps, I thought I would try to fisd out.- After quite a bit of research, 1 arrived

at this vosition :—

1 The Bew York Times‘s account, a well writtea mad lengthy ope covering every
day of the event in come datall, certaioly sald that the ball kit & rock acd caromed

on to the green,

2 HE ( Harry Brownlaw } Kartin's * Fifty Yesrs of Asericap. Galf * (1936) wam
the first | read which vehemsntly decied that there was any rock lovolved. According
to Martio, who was an eye-witness, the ball fell ® two fest shart of the projecting
rocks; thez, following the comtour of the grousd, it rolled geotly down the slope to
the grean and came to:rest ten feet from the cup. *

3) I bhad managed to buy a copy of William H Cooroy's " Fifty Years of
Apawemic * {(1040) which was the official history of the club, and which had a whole
chapter of elght pages devoted to the 1911 American Amiteur Championship, Couroy was
aiso an eye-witness. In this accoust, Conroy saye " His ball did not, as sc sany
have believed, carom off a rock in the woode and come to reset on the green. Vhat
happenad was, the ball landed on the mound apd took & left angle (sic} bound of about
fifteen feet, comifg to rest twenpty feet from the bhole. ™

4} Jerowe D Travers, writimg with Grantland Rice, in *The Winniog Shot® (1813)
gives an account which supports the rock story, but whick describes the terraio
rather eccentrically. The green, it says, Is " bordered oo the right by a towering
rock, almost a cliff ® and Hilton's ball ® by some strange freak.... struck a
projection from the side of the rock asd caromed off upcn the grean for a sure four
in place of &n aloost sure 6ix...." which would bave resulted bad the ball bounced
any other way. Travers does oot say whether he was an eye-witness, but although he
played at Apawamis 1o the championship the description of the terraio ia slightly at
variaoce with photographs, whick sbow a grassy slope between the greea and trees
withic which are many stopes and boulders. The cliff-like forsatioen to which Travers
refers ig at the summit of this slopa, soms ten or more yards from the right adge of.
the green. To say thot this cliff-like formation * borders" the green gives a

rather wrong ilmpression of proximity. It i{s close to the green ~but there is plenty
of room for a shot to land to the right of the green without hitting it.

[ was inclined to believe Martin and Conroy, but a letter i'd writtea to the Golf
Collector's Soclety io America wos published in thelr jourual, mnd ot once I was
receiving a goodly quantity of photostats of contemporary American golf journals'
accounts of the 1911 championship. One member, Kent Korber, had just purchased a
beap of photographs of the event. Alsc 1'd written to the president of tha Apasanis
Club, who kindly passed my lettar to & member who was actively iloterested in the
club’s history ooe Peter Thomson who was mlsa, by & rather strikiag colocidence, a
mmbetr of my own club At ¥West Hill, Om a visit from Wew York to see his fathar,
Peter kindly droppred in to see me, bringing two marvellous photographs one of which
was usad In Comroy's history of dpawamis, captioned * The last putt *. Anather
wenber of the Apawamie Clud, Allison Choate, top whom | had written, also gave me
immnse balp. Both Thomsom and Choate were strongly pro-rock story, epd 1 should
explata that the first bole oo the card of the course, is pased " Hilton's Rock " s0O
there are naturally few if any mambers of the Apawamis Club who do paof belisve the

rock story,

One of Thomson's careful pleces of ressarch was based oo one of the photographs he
gave me, which had been captioned ® The last putt ® in Conroy’s book. He considered,
rightly 1 thiok, that the position of Hilton's ball in this photograph could only
have been reached {f it had been deflected by a rock, o5 it was directly io fromt of
the flag, which was many yards away from the right hand edge of the grean. FHowever,



poodering upon this and the other photagraph, [ realised that they were not taken
dering play on the 37th hole, as Hilton was playing from the ceptre af the fairway,
ead Herreshoif plaimly in the rough miles to tha laft, which all accounts of the
mtch gave as thelir positions oo the 19th hola.

Ose Robert Kuntz, a foundar menbar of the Americam Golf Collectors' Soclety, and a
maber of the USGA's museum committea, had sent me some resily useful photocoples of
articles mostly from 1911 Lssues of American golfiog jourpals. Ome of these includsd
4 ptotograph captioned ...the winning putt...™ , which eventually both Thomsom and
(hoate sgreed was what it was. This did not, however gratifylog it was, Lo any way
cantribute to the solution of =y original question nbout whether Hilton's ball hit a

rock or oot

im the end, [ had to admit that thers was Do absolutely coovinclog evidence ona way
or tha other. Nevertheless, | balieve tkat the simple rock story Ils probably wroeng.
Far oze thiog, | can't help thinking that for two respectable American eye-witnesses
to deny that the ball bounced off a rock le somethlog which can only be axplained by
their having told the truth, Their writiung about it will have woupn them abeolutely nc
popularity contests in the United States. But also, [ can’t believe that the sight
of & bail landipg Oon & atooe and boupcling off it would look at all simllar to one
lsgdizg oo tyr{ asd bounciog amd rolling off that. The balls used ia 1911 was in
wrery respect similar to the ones we use now, and [ would bet that most of us kpow
bow differeat these two bounces would look.

Ten sgain, it all depends on what you mean by " rock ", a thought which was
suggested to me by Allison Choate rather than Dr CEK Josd. Choate's view i that tha
pame oo the card ® Hilton's Rock " refers to the whole complex rocky area to the

right of the {irst green, and of course nobody denles that in this sense Hiltoa's
ball bit {t. Unfortunately, however, the real issue is wheihar the ball struck a
stone or bovlder in this srea, and {t oaturally does not assist us to call the whole

wrea " Hilton's Rock . i

Byt 1t was Xartin's clalm that convioced me. " [ was in a position to s=ee the f{light
of the ball all the way * he wrote, and his account of the ball landing short of the

rocks on the right of the greem, amd rolling geotly down or to Lt is one which he
says Hilton bad confirmad by others who responded to a requast which Hilton made im
an article {n an American golfipg fournal { there were three or four in 1911 ) for

eye-witnesses to come forward.
™ JOHN L.B.GARCIA

MIDDLE - AGCGE COLF

My love of golf screiched over many years

I practiced hard and played the game with zeat
I read the masters,Vardon,Taylor, Braid,
Jones,Cotton,Hagen,Herd and all the rest.

The stance,the grip,the way tc fade the ball,
Te etiquette,the rules,I thought I knew it all,
Mt as the shortening years passed by,l found

In apite of all thet I was losing ground.

kad then one dey a friend took me aside

There's more to it than bolstering up your pride

Jist look around,The swallows on ths wing,

The sme:]l of fresh cut grass,the hawthorn in the Spring.
(ongider pal,you are not yet in heaven

Vit matrers if you cake & 8lx or seven

ind when you need a par to raise a thrill

ievezber you're with friends,They all go throegh the mill.

A MESSAGE OF

CHRISTHMHAS JOY
FROM YOUR

OMMITTEE

FRED BATSON
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THE BOOK THEY SHOULDN'T HAVE PUBLISKED,
by MICHAFL HOBES

When o editor eskad me to contribute s few words on this topic,my thoughts quickly turned to that

wst Amada of polf instruction bocks,to one of which I must plead guilcy oyself., How many there have
been shich owe nothing to new thinking atout playing the gare mnd everything to the glitter of a great
chompionstip recently won, Yet which to choose? There have been several good ones since J Douglas Edgar
with the rest..... well choose your own epithet,

Md then there are,ch dear me yes,the biographies,pertaps less multitediinous but again far,far too many.
The thoughts of an inside story or two,nostalgia and dramtic moments re - lived are more alluring et
met harriedly ghosted these days afver a few ( very few ) sessions of chat with & tape recorder.

We may have been thrilled by the deeds of Tony Jacklin,for exsmple,but surely not by any of the books
which resultod over the years,  This is not & modern disense, Harry Vardon's MY COLUFTNG LTFE i quoiee
highly valued by collecters but surely merely became of the name and its scarcity. 1 doubt that those
sho feve 1t pick up the book for an hour or so's brouse after the first resding.But Vardon had one of the
met fascimting Stories to tell. If the bock is dull stuff,it certainly 1sn't because his career lacked
interest,bur his ghost writer didn't much care and neither did his publishers.

And what about . . vevanas

At this point my thoughts were internupred by the arrival of a parcel. It proved to be a review copy

of HISTORIC OOUF OOURSES OF THE BRITTSH ISLES. For a moment or so I was confused by the first word. Were
these about to be the pronowncements of Micklaus,Faldo,lyle, Ballesterce or whoever? No. it was a sort
of 8 Darwin book and,l soon felt,the worst golf book ever published.

Hld oo 5 moment! I am not about to arges that Darvin was & hack and Barry Rountres en untalented
illustrater.  Jt's the publishers Duddowrth's at The Old Piano Factory in N.W.1,who stirred me to wrath.
It is tre that for a mdest £14.95 you will have Bernardo's lines,sowtdimes wavily printed,Otherwise a
photocopy of the original would be preferahle, Rountree is gone and his watercolowrs were mwch of the
spreal of CGOLF COURSES OF TUE BRITISH ELES. Undoubtedly Duclowrth's would bave fomd it impossible to
track down all the origimals but could heve sanaged something acceptable from the reproductions in the
ariginal bock. Insvead.it seems that the publishers decided to 'modernise’ the look of the book with
different illustrations. What a contempeible hash they have mede of it. What we have are a handful of
polfing scenes and cowrses from early this century,a few stock shots of the Great Triumirate and others
and half a dozen or so modern golf cowrse pictures., Lmﬂ,cally,t}nre;rnﬂu:timsrﬂmzﬂsafﬂ'mam
very poor - inercusable.

A glarce at the photncredits revenls pert of the reeson. Basically,Duclaorth's heve gone to only Do
surces, The 8.8.C. Hulvon Picture Library and Allsport. Inmy mind's eve T can see the mtter being
tendled with a couple of vague 'phone calls.

fo mch for the main text and illustrarions. MNaturally, there 19 also an introduction which,the blurb
tells us, ' is amging and schalarly’ and comes fointly from Barry Took and Pever Alliss. I heve loown Peter
for many vemrs.He can certainly be amming and equally would never meke claim to be a scholar on  golf
mtters. That part I thought,must be Barry Took. Though I know him only as a comedy scrapt writer sod T.Y.
‘persanality’ neither is 5 disqualificarion to endition in the field of ax golfing past

Wot we are in fact served with is some tapsd comencs from Peter Alliss on various changes in the golfing
weme,where his experience goes back only as far as the Second World War,end nothing about Darwin's books.
Took,it turms out,read the back for the first time just a few mnths before taking up his pen ( his first
experience of Darwin,perhaps? ). He gives us a few notes on Darwin as both golfer and jourmalist and a
fow quotes from the book. Mo,it doesn't seam that he is our ultimate golf scholar either. However,within
these limitations he does an acceptable chatty job. He has read the book and also some biographical notes
on Bernard Darwin, As I hope will be clear,my quarrel is with the publishers who have tumed a silk
pIree into a sow's ear,

The word had come ta them that callections of Darwin writing have done quite nicely in che bockshops,
Amrently holding the copyright.it sas a chance to cash in. There's no harm in that but there is in the
lack of effort. ‘This even extends to the final ares of a publishers responsibilicy,the dust jacker.
In dreer pea green,it festres a dank picture of Fuor Park on the froat with a snep by Elinor Took on the beck,
of Barry,Peter and a Powercaddy!
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ABOUT MEMBERSHIP OF THE BRITISH GOLF COLLECTORS SOCIETY

Hesdhere in this issue we have enclosed = entry form for membership of the B.G.C.S.

¥ course,it is the wish of your committee to weloome any boma fide collector into our society
providing that the correct procedures for election are strictly adhered 3. In the same way as
wbers are elected to o Golf Club,so is it a prime requisite that any candidate submicted for
election should be known personally o the proposer and not rerely a chanre acquaintance.The proposer
is required to enclose & letter of introduction/recommendation with the candidates application form,
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LETTERE FROM AMERICA.

lefr ~ feders alweys do.....The highlight of the yesr wes our
17mkndhmgmm3m&mmmmmmm
vizits from our British Coesina,Petar & Pepgy Crabtres, Acchie &
Shedls Buird,Bob & Sendra Gowlend, your esteemed Capain,Ray Gossape,your honourahle Tressurer, Tony Hesddns
md Sarsh Baddiel. They asked for and were given " thirty seven ssconds ™ et the henquet o offer the
nerbled troops & song. It moved 1o be discordent bt enthusiastic; a rendition of a song - obviously
qxtd:lru:q:uul extalling the victary of your Ryder Cup Teem's victory, We listened politely and applauded
goedet, timorously.  The meeting was a great suocess. Golf was played at Scmerset Hills Golf Club,one of
kerira's pramer Clubs,and if we are less then exact in aur reporring,we do loow that both the Baird's and
the Crabtree's participsted. The weather,that particuler day,might be described as 'British',so they felt
ot home!  Fridey,we all met at "Golf House' headquarters of the U.5.G.A. and all in attendence were trested
to talks and panel discussions on subjects dear to our hobby, The banquet.ns mentioned ,was disgraced with
ld‘mmdﬂticdi.mluyofrntlmlpli&:muimtheﬁﬁhr&p Thank goodness that they had not yet learned
of England's triumph in the Dunhill Qup also.  Saturdey was devoted to a "trade fair'' although it ia your
carespondent’s chservation thet perteps mre buying and selling goes on then trading. More ten X0 pembers
srtended and despite ‘the troubles’ we have been auffering,we feel the G.C.5. is alive and well,
e, personal 1y, had the grest plesswre of entertaindng Tony,Peter and Peggy and Sarsh and we will seame tet your
other visiting members were entertained, It is sich a pleasure to hove you visit us.
Bl Birch wes over earlier on a wonderful tour that took him to galf ar Pebhle Beach, ez listening in New
Orleans ( he is himeelf an accanplished bass player) and a visit wo the U.5.G.4.Museum and Lilwary.
ke should mention that Bob Gowland gerticipated in the progrem arranged by Janet Seagle for our meeting
ond although he speaks English,mer of us understood him! His talk and comments regarding how to act at
artions wag well received. It wias most instructive to we,the colonists....u..

(n the bock front,we must compliment David Stirk on the publiration of his "GOLF:THE HISTORY OF AN (BSESSION'
ad rote the publication of 'BULLET HLE',s detective/mystery story by a Keith Miles,obvicualy a British
witer.  In this contry,w will not bore you with & recitetion of all the books,but we think there are
geveral which are out of the crdinary, MIVIATURE (XLF (Abbeville Press) is.as the title indicates devoted to
the peculiar medress that seized America during our Great Depression snd festires a most unique cover made
of mrtificial grass, VERMONT GOLF (OURSES{New England Press) and ADTRONDACK OOEF ODURSES(Adirondack Golf) are
bocks devoted to regional polf courses. GOLF IS A FORE LEITER WOFD (By the suthor) is ane of those bodks

m golf humoor which is occasiomally fumy and our favourite this rime is FRM TEE TO GREEN: A ECGK (F
(NTMLN PRAYERS R (OLFERS{Twenty Third Publications). For the few of you who may be religously ociented —
wlf is ot @ religion you koow! - and it is sericus,quite unlike this correspondent, We have produced
the usal maber of hooks caloulated o redice your hendicap to thet of scratch and should you be at all
interested in that you might care to write to one or other of the dealers in golf becks here in the U.S.A.
whom we are sure will oblige you,

It has been a good year. Certain of us had the privilege of visiting your golden shores end were Teceived
mmly. For that — we thenk you. Cur contimued hope is that when you came this way,you wvill ot doun 8 few
nees of members of the G.C.S. here in the U.5.A. - in the area you vill be visiting - and you can be assuwred
that you will receive a warm weloome., (Qur hobby is fascinating - but perhaps more fescinacing - certainly
mre enjoyahle,is the bod of frisndship thet w= have formed in devoting ourselves to the wonderivl wecky

wecld of galf collecting.

A.uawl: Ay et
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IAuction News

Agoiler taking a ranfident back-swing
153 highly unexpecied motif wo find on
aghternth-remury  Chinese  expert

lain. It appears on a punch bowi
ﬁn?lhc Hervuuet Collecuon, Fart 11 of
which will be sald on Jed November,
The Hervouwets confined their colleciion
w cxpart wares, which looked tn
Europe for imsparation 2od frequentdy
adapted designs from European prints.
The golier medallion is after a drawing
by David Allan. which firmed pari of
the lettechead  of the Honourable
Company of Giollers of Edinburgh, a
mciety in existence befnre 1767, The
puoch bow i may have been made lor a
member of the club connected with the
Easi India Company, or even for the
Honourabde Company itsclf. Given the

trzde, the mnaf is quite appropriate.
Chinesr rapunt puriclan flowed mnto
. Seotland in ihr righieenth century.,

China Tees: London, 3rd November

locomber 1987

enthesiasim of the Scots for goll, and the A devail rom a punch b wath 2 golfing motil, Qisnkosg, ¢ 1790 diameies 24 Bom. G 12000,
Scottish vunnrection with the Ghina  %om the Heevoudt Collccn London, Ind Kive mbees

Purhaps the most relrestung ness Lo

with the proportion of armaorial services
madr tor Scotnsh laenlics nsing from
nx per cent belore 1730 o thirte-twa
Hr cenl between 1775 and  LROG,

owever, export wares with golhing
mbjeets  are  exteemely  rare, and
wllectors of Chinese art will no doubt
be competing lot the punch bowl with
emthusiasts ol 1he game

PHILLIFS SPORTING SALECCIORFR 2lst 1967
LD SALESROIMS

reesch ther editorinl desk wnes for us

tor learn that this wonderful and moen
rare piece of porcelain had been Lought
by our B.C.C.5. member Manfred Schotton
who, displaving considerable omirage in
bidding for a piece which he so mxh
wonled for hamesel [ bt of f the almost

The tove| from which the above detail i raken irevitable Amorican chal lenge from Mort

Olman to eventually have the hammer fal
AL e sum of C202, 30K iewc] VAT & Promuy

This scribe,ever vigilant over the semner &
conduct of the various suwction houses admics
o a =l spet when il comes to Phillips of
Thesster oo nenrly always seem to get things
right. It 35 enly proper then for me o criticise
their Nrst cousins, Phitlips of London, for the
sharbolic state of their salesroom on viewing
days and the yuite abyamally poor caualopuing.,
Such wis the Lk of space in this mbbil warren
of a place that very many lots were piled one
uprn the other . To meke matters worse several lots
werr incorrect |y mumbored and severnd nove were
without mmbers at all! Tempers became frayed
and the inapcly titled 'spoerting’ sale became
very wegutl ing indeed. If this compsny are to
win friends and influence people they really
aust pet this partacular act fogether = fast.
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Auction Calendar

Puillips - (HESTER
Sothely's - BILLINGRST - March 1luh (provisianal)
Sotheby's CHFSTIR - Juy llch
Prillipes - OESTER - July I2th

- Jemsmry Pnd

HOTEL, ACTMODATTON — PHTLLIFS (HESTER SALE JAN.ZA
Rowron Hall Hotel have both single and double roc
available for our members at the cost of E35.00 s
and £65.00 doubie per mught Bed & Breakfast. This
reduced price has been negotiated by Mrs Baddiel s
theee wishing to avail themselves of this service
requestad to contact her direct on Ol - 452 — 725
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CUACLULDING THIS PASCINATING ARTITCLE RY ALISTAIE I MaculONALD

Te next cvent wis wswetir] in arowel T, protahly very shartly after the Undon of Crosas in 1603,
This was the arrival of the renowned fetherie which was destined to hold contre stape for the next
H ymars. The e events, Lotherie and James Y1 of Scotland becomng James 1ot Fngland , brousht

tgether in A aingle decode teo episodes of singular sociclogioal importance to the geme of eolf,

First the ferherie Inlb jtself, Beally o re-amergence of Ue Rowm pessraca bal Lol aess Gedhiones]

ok of tulls or horses hide formed into a pouch and stuffed with totled goose foathers, By 10if ats
poduction bed become big business,biy enomh to cause the awarding of a monopaly by ing James to

oo Jaes Melvi 1o middlomn,who for 5 considerar i (peid,of course to the Bingleomored the 1LE,

mriet for the next 20 odd vears, His brief - "ta furnische (e kinghoe with etror golf hallis"

Ber who was using them in such apparently significant wmbers? Sot the rank and {ale:not the recalcitrant
m imeeimios archiers (o dethorie wes s very ceeresive commedily 1, Perbupe Ueee Sools Lil the Loy

a those on the way up,twe smller end of local demand, There was howewer 3 mrket o virgin ooe, in
Fogland,

Jawes having decided to take up residence in Bagland, imported with bim o London,much to the disgust

of the matives,an entourare of mny hndreds including conrtiers,nf ficiabs o noblaen,mny if not all
whl versed in the art of golf. Like the colonial Enpliseman of later times whose first instinctive

sk was Lo mark and rol) oot o ceicket piteh, U court ol L= ¥E S Dwrith conmendalile simgle -
mdedness  requisitioned o tract of Land enll Blackheath,  Oalf, in two sotees id ardveddut several
eentiries were to pass betore the man—in-the— (English) — street became,or was allowed to become,

hocked.  Too prime factors,social and coomic and perbaps Do taiemess,envicomental militated aganst
his participation and inwolvement .

The fetherie at this time,and throupheet 1ts Jooe 1ife.ss probihitively expensive.and as a result, for
the next 20 yemrs of su,pell in tngland romaaned the exclusive diamin of U weslthy and those who could
gfford ter by privecy. Goll an Scotkamd Dowewer oot inned 1o be ployed Free of ovirge,on comen land and
by people of the sme description ~ once vou owned a ball o wosken one,and A play—club you were established
with no further operating costs, A pane of the people,all of the people,in 3 country of little class
distinct iz, The Toathorie tell in Bglond,porodoxically s ome of e main infubitors 1o the deve lopmen
of peli in that emmtry,  The tall was expensive al o thinoed mt —aren shot spelled disaster to a wet
featherie. A report from Blackheath during the early lestberie period tells of faving to put down 2 new
Ll pt every hole bicause of the wet conditions ciusing the balls to split asamder,amd thet using only
the wooden play — club, (Tron clubs were not penerally introduesd imril the Tlare 130 5},

Towrds: the middle of the A0 the mking of featheries was a boming business. The Rol isRoyees and
Prdeyss of golf had arrived — Gourlays,Rebertsons,Al lans and Stewarts.  9dlled crafrsmen who could bom

ot no morethan 4 or 5 balls ench per day, Their products eere highly destructible and they cost four to
five shillings each,about the sae price as a wonden club. Mot a lot by todays srandards, bt consider the
ien of taking up golf when a ddllel tradesman in the mid - 19th Century was earming little more than teenty
gullimes o woek ad o good white — collar job was worth under two pords 2 week.  [attle wonder tlat the

axiological effect of the diminant (eatheric on Bl ish goll was, il othing else testrictive.

Then U breoktbwowgh, thee arrival of the solid ball in 1848, Introdwed as the gutla or gutts—percha, from

the Malaysian GETAN,and larver,from about 1870,in composite form called the purty {Composition sgutta percha,
rubher,ground and metal filings). For the sake of sumplicity in this article called in Lhe generic =nee,

'the gurty’.

The accident,if it can be so ralled st be credited to the ingenwity and enterprise of a Scotamn,Dr RA.
Pattersmn. He discovered that the shavings and shards of 'getah' wmed as packing material for a piece of
oriental stabwary could be Fashioned into a goll ball when heated,and that it became stone hard when cooled.
The expersive and highly destructible featherie disappeared almst overnight { chough,as always,the traditional-
beld on) and a new dawn arvived.

The sutey, one shilling for a new ball and eightpence for ‘remades’,a ball which,if a bit denred or cut after
8 round could be steeged or given a hol teth at pight ,and with a band moll before it cooled,was as gond ns new
next motming.  Still black, bt fully recovered.
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THE BALL civusvsncrcmnneasdONTINED, . 00usese.

'as good @s new' is perhaps a misleading description, for it was scon realised,and remackably so,that the
wexd and hacked hall flew better than the awoth srfaced original or remde ball. How momentous
discoveries are made remimiscent of pemiciilin and steaming kettles. A very revenling comment from a
Blackheath golfer in the very early days ~ " & mst curdous thing - here 1s a golf ball of purta - percha;
Maitland and T heve played with it all day in the rain,snd it flies better at the end of the day than {1
did gt the bepimuing” . 4 ball with a few hecks flew better then one with en unblamished swface. From
then orwartds the progression of the putty wes first band - haomered,(chisel end of hamer) acored moulded,
{in metal cupe) meshed or latticed and bramhled (reverse dimpling} =0 bringing us to the end of the century
sen the era of the rubber — cored ball arrdwed.

In England ,with the arrival of the gutty,the barrier of high cost was elimirated - a 'remade’for threepence.
The opportamity was now present for participation by the masses.a sotio = economic class of golfer hitherto
whenrd of .  In Scotland,the gane progressed rapidly,benefiting enormously from the historical fact of the
gare having started on public land end only gradually moving towards the private enclosed course (St Andrews
01 corse is still a public corse). In England where thers wes an almst fewdal relationstip between
mster and men,the game did not really hlossom out for several years. To play golf in England required
membership of a club,only about £2.00, per anmm, ot first,scceptance, (one my imegine the size of THAT
hedle) and then vhat represented more than a wesks wages and,as we all know,the anmual subscription is only
the start! However,in the 1990's the game tn Englend 'went public'. In fact it exploded! A mere couple
of golf clubs in existence when the gutty wes introduced;fifty years larer when it finally retired to give
way to the rubber—cored Baskell,(Americe’s first contribution to golf) there were almost & thousand.

Sl dominated by those shle to pay for privacy,the public course had,nevertheless,arrived and on the
borizon ~artisans, A gamre at last for both Kings and cobblers,

There were at that time factors other them the gutty propelling the game into the realos of popularity,
[eimre time was increasing:;a greater spread of wemlth to the less affluent,and perhaps less discermable,
a growing swareness of the benefits of fresh comtry air. But whatever the prine external motivator,within
the game,the gutty ball must be given the supreme sccolade,together with due credit to [r.Patterson and
3 Malaysian tres oum,

%3 mxl has happened in the world of polf this century that its adolescent vears must appesr to meny to be
insignificant by comparison. A solid gutta — percha ball - wet's o clever aboot Uet? The inoense
charge in the gam brought about by its introdurtion may =ell be diamiseed as unimportant by todays players,
ut its significance was certainly not lost on those actislly there,able to wiess its arrival.

In that year of 1848 Willisn Grahem,s member of the Imerleven Galf Club in Fife and clearly something of
8 prophet, penned this verse:

Of a'the changes thet of late

Have shaken Furope's social state,

Let wondering policicians prate,

Al "bout them mak a wark a'.

A subject mair congenisl here

end dearer to a golfers ear

I =ing the change brought round this year
By balls of gutts - perchal

And uniquely,a legend in its time. setuccenseipeanasa i ALISTAIR J MacDONALD. ..

TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND TO ONE WINNER OMES FROM RANG OF B.C.C.5.MEMEERGHIP

From a field of 25,000,0ur mamber John Sherwood , topether with partner Richard Tevies have won

the Matiomal Ausrin - Rover Foursomes 1987, Starting with competition at local club level they

wre early qelifiers for the Sourh Eastern regional fimal in July. Here some 50 pairs tock part

and from a rocky start our hero's played level par golf over the fimal thirteen holes to win

with a score of 38 points. In qualifying for the final they bear a pair from Rye G.C. by virtue

of & better imard nine, To the final ar Sotogrande went 14 pairs for a four day trip which took

in @ Tony Jecklis lade amd hosting. The rain in Spain,not alweys 'meinly on the plain’,wes a
thoroughly wet and miserable affair for the two days of the finals and s score of 30 on the penultimate
day vas sufficient to give them & two point lesd over second placed Yorkshire. Care the final and

@ pairing direcl with the Yorkshire tesm. After nine holes they hod scored 12 to the Yorkshire tatal
of 14 and with just nine holes to play the event became a virtusl 'matchplay’ situstion,as the other
tvelve pairings fell by the wayside, A grand rally gave them the lead again afrer 14 holes and they
e to the final hole with a two point leod.The opposition scrambled a 5 ar the 434 yard hole, leaving
ar nervous champions two putts from 15feet for victory. The putt fell.a win by the single margin of
e point was theirs. ...« our congratulations to them both,



OLF BEHIND BARBED WIRE sty some £t

"Golf was played at the far end of the race track. Owing to the fleld being largely ccoupied

by football and cricket players,the golfers hed to keep within limited bounds,although those

who had sallied forth at eight in the maming had the field vo thamelves for over an hour,
Moreover ,the grouxds was reserved for a couple of days,pow and egain, for chempondhip competitons.
The golf club had about 200 members many of whom were professioml players,widlst a large number
received their first lessons in the game in ceptivity and diligently smacked their golftells against
a net. The roving spirit behind the club was the Sscretary;Mr C.S.ATHART ,sho hed laid out many
golf links for Garmen megretes in pre - wer days and held office of our civilian police force.

Tn a competition arranged in September 1915 by Mr Lummery (Royal Golf Club of Eelgiun) and extending
over three days,the tie between Mr Murray and Mr Holt resulted in 8 victory for the former by 41 stroes
against 43 strokes over twelve holes,

Extract from Istael Cohens bock: THE RHLEEEN PRISIN CAMP.

1977
Ruhlehen Qolf C(lab

Wembers Card

e W 0. q-‘ﬂwuup
Banls fox gt

A 1917 PRISCN CavP MBEFRSHIP CARD,

DESIGN COMPETITION

A REQUEST FOR HELPI

B.G.C.S.member Michael Hobbs is
arvently researchirg a history
of THE FYTER QP. He would be most
interested mraarfrunmm

Corporate identity - the "buzz -
ward’ of the derade.And the BIS
is sesidng YOR help in desigming
a lngp.suatable for ar letter-

hendling  necktie o heaven forbid,

blazer bedge. ..., Sin'pllmt)rand

a.retl'tkmﬂ'ﬂb‘.‘ﬁ b-omm-':h
fussiness can be a horror to a
mumonoasﬂmﬂi
eech and everyone of you,put oo
yar thinking caps and let us have
your ideas. It is not essential
for designs to be 'art ready'as
uemnut:illaetitjdllsufa

Materinl is post scarce for the
first three satches played in the
U.5.4,but all other years may well
be of interest and vse.

Contact: MICHAEL HOERS
The Beeches
18 East Comer
WHESTER WR2 6BE
Tel: (XS — 4721RD

"The player who thres-purted the ehahtesnch®
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11th Tee

IN PRAISE OF
COURSES

Y.
A Searcher

"The Golfer who has grown weary of one set of strokes
has only tc leave his home green and pay a wvisit to
some other course.,and he will find new difficulties
to be encouncered and have to devise fresh merhods

of overcoming them.,..'
(JOHN L.LOMW. CONCERNING GOLF 1903.)

My interest in collecting golf courses was a little like Topsy,it just grew.
Helped by a reluctance to join a c¢lub in my early yesrs in golf,Edinburgh and
the surrcunding area provided a feest of golf courses on which to obtain an
understanding of the game.

Thus I sanpled the delights of the links at Nerth Berwick,the parkland courses
at Dalmahcoy,the moorland of Torphin Hill and the pine and heather courses of
Gleneagles. What a wealth of different types of courses we have in our land.
The ¢liff top,downland and woodland varisties would follow later.

Subsequently I have enjoyed such individual pleasures as - using the periscope
at Elie, - oscillating the pole at Hunstanton, - avoiding greenside electric
fences st Aberdovey, - treading carefully at Westward Ho! {there are seperate
local rules for dealing with animal droppings!) - ringing bells all over the
place, - and trying oever to forget to 'smell the flowers along the way'.

Then there are the golfing companions sometimes encountered along the way of
chance rounds, The schoolboy at Thorpe Hall,driving longer and putting better -
I comforted myself with the thought that he wasn't old encugh to know how difficult
the game could be. The local at St.Andrews,taking eleven at the short eleventh,
leaving me to take three putts and feeling that I'd been let off lightly! The
vicar ar Broadway, ~ couldn't best him,but then God is always on their side.

Such experiences can contribute to many a golfing conversation,and certainly provide
memorable dewn payments to a golfer's own nostalgia bank.

My interest in courses has alao led to a greater appreciation of the work of golf
course architects and an understanding of the differences between,say,penal and
strategic design. There is the experience of the great holes in golf,as Longhurst
put it, "the way they prey on the mind' before you go out to play them,and how

they remain in the memory afterwards. There's also the pleasure,almost unique in the
pame of golf,of 'treading where the great have trod'. Certainly,when watching a
tournament on television,this viewer has a greater awareness of a player’'s problems
vhen he has played the course himself.

Then,at the end of each round,there awaits the welcoming clubhouse,each with it'as
own atmosphere and style of architecture, {when will someone write a book on
clubhouses of the golfing world?) From within one can learn of the history and
development of the club,through members recellections,pictures,memorabilis,cecords
and suggestion books.

continued Tee 12 over.....
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Praise of Courses,continued......c.00s

In this way I became a book collector,but I was & collector of golf courses firat,

It suprises me that no G.C.S5. pember {or B.G.C.5. member for that} has previously
advised an interest in golf course collecting. Joe Murdoch has made passing references
to members seeking to pley the best 100 courses in the United States,but I feel that
this is too restrictive. My wish is greater than that,especinlly as there are some
gelfing gems in this country which might not qualify as part of anyone's '100 best',
fourses such as Royal Dornoch,Macrihanish, Berwick on Tweed,Southerness and St Enedoc
alzost require pilgrimsges to play them {at least from Dorset). You'll gather I'm a
'links man" and 1 can assure you that each journey was s memorable experience.

Having praised coursegmend expressed my enjoyment in playing them,Il therefore ask the
B.G.C.5. to include tkis interest in the next edition of our Directory. Who knows,

nev members could result from this action! They might become aware of ancillary
cellecting interests. Scorecards,handbooks,bag tags,germents,histories and pictures
come to mind. In my case,vwhatever the result of a round,the experience and memory of
the course matter most to me,

My search for overseas courses has led to the promotion and erganisation of two team
tours to the U.5.A. The success of these ventures was in no smsll measure due to the
fine hospitality offered by American G.C.5. members,without whose aid we certainly
wouldn't have been able to play at certain private clubs over there, Lasting friend -
ships were made from these encounters and we have been able to return some of the
kindness shown to us.

In particular I remember the late Claud Corrigan vho,after playing a round st oy
club at Broadstone,described it as ' one of the most natural courses I have ever
played”. I appreciated this tribute,and should you wish to test it,please telephone
me for @ round - but dont all ring at once.

In conclusion, I make no claims as to the number of courses I have played - that
doean't matter. What is more important are these words,alse culled from 'Concerning
Golf' - ' NO GOLFER HAS EVER BEEN FORCED TC SAY TO HIMSELF WITH TEARS,"THERE ARE NOD

MORE LINKS TO CONQUER..........The search continues.

PETER G .BOWN.
BreToms W E - _fOTt15-10 the editor”
BR 1M
' % AForum for your views, news and opinions...
From:GRAHAM BY....For some time I have thought thar From: JIM KEAN....Thenks very mxh for che
for hickory club coliectors,a directory of professionals photo — Sam Snead will want a copy:
from the hickory era,with the remes of their clubs and And let o= add my voice to the meny plmxdits

dates of service,would be of tremendous help in dating you are receiving for the B.G.C.5. Journal No:2.
clubs, I heve started to collect this informetion for I enjoyed it thoreughly — and I find che 'spirit’

wself, buc it is a slow job. Would any member be able of it uncamily similar to the best of Madoch,
to asgist,by giving ae dates of 'hickery era’ mo's at acd I don't think there can be higher praise,for
their own club,ard if possible those of other clubs thet wes the spirit thar brosght us together as
locally? 1 have found club secretaries very helpful friends ard comades in our collecting - & spirdt
in offering information,but it is a tize consming and sadly lost,] opine.bevond the sess.

contly exercises fur me aloe. I will aerepc che I'm off Thursday (Air Indin,God help me.) ket hope

information, catalogue it in alphabet order and,depending  §,, gee you ar Far Hills........
o the success of the operation,have copies printed,

sither for membership conamption or even for metional

publication. Having started I s confident ,with members

help,that it could be wary successful, Thenks foar the mxch

-needed Jourmal — you are doing a grand job.

e —
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continued Tee 12 over.....
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/ B.G.C.5. "OPEN' MEETING — ST AMNFS LD LINCS GEIF
B, Wednesday July 13th 1988.{entriss for golf

restricted to 40 players - lst come first reserved))
grand formal TINNER in the evening at (LIFTCN ARG
HIJTEL.Open to members,spovses and guests HIT places]
muat be reserved and paid for prior to the
event{s). Contact BILL BIRCH,G6 SQUARE RORD,

WAL STEN, TOEMCETEN W.YURIS

(L4 751, Tel: 000 - 681 — 6229

Our FREMIER event emrly reservations are vital.
DO IT NOW . . !

INFCR4AL DINNER - BARNABY'S CHESTER

Trursday JANUART 21st 1988

An ‘open' evening for members and frieds to
meet and eat on the evening prior to the FHILLIPS
CHESTER ALUTION.Reservations not essential but
a mote to Sarah Baddiel 43 Eandal Rd.London MW 10
Tel: Ol — 452 - 7263 would be welcomed.

BREADBALL FRICRY HOTEL QOLF & (OINTRY QUB
MRLEY — Near [EREY

A weederd of polf ar this lovely,historic

comtry house(A.A.3 stars) . be feve reserved 9

twin - bedded rooms exclusdively for B.G.C.S.

members at the inclusive tariff of £57.00 per

perscn, Arrive on Friday CCTOBER lath 1968 for
dinner (OLF(two rounds if you wish) on Saturday.
Dirmer & talking around an open leg fire JILF

{one round) on Sunday.Bar talk prior to depart.

A handscme course of 6384 yards,it promises to
be a weskend to remember | Detzils from editor.

P

B.G.C.S. CHRISTMAS GATHERING — ROYAL MID
SRFEY (IF (LB - Friday TECMBER 18th 1987

ko ok Bk ok kR ® Rk
Core to the B.G.C.5.Cwistms Party and meat
mfriuﬂs,mitm“camr
Skl ook bk ik
mmmmaﬂmmaﬂ
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This being the centenary year of Buxton & High Peak Golf Club I had expected ro see
details of & bock in celebration of the event but it was not until Peter Bown sent

A copy to me just a month ago that Tvms swere of it's publication.Betver late than
never and just in case you haven't seen it, I can report that THE FIRST ONE HUNDRED
YEARS 1s a nicely produced club history of some 68 pages,professionally printed

with a soft glossy cover. Like most glybk histories i+ does,l suppose,hsve grester
appeal to locals but I found the story of interest and always enjoy reading the

scandal and gossip of a former era. The price remains a secret to me bur I imagine

a note to the secrerary will bring you a copy. LANGLEY PARK GOLF CLUB 1910 - 1985,
which I festured in the last issue of T.T.G.has been sent to me by it's author,

member ,Alistair MacDonald. Even better that the advance release suggested I can
thoroughly recommend it.Copiea may be obtained from Alistair at 99 Elwill Way, Langley
Park ,Beckenham Fent for E8.50 including postage.John Goodban will be remembered by
collecrors as the Editor of THE ROYAL MORTH DEVOMW,A CENTENARY ANTHOLOGY 1864 — 1964
which was a very well written collection, now commanding quite & healthy premium

on the secondhand market. John hes had a Iong and very distipguished career in golf,
both as a high ranking official and as a fine player and now,as a tribute to his
beloved home club at Saunton,he hss written the history of this famous and delicious
links course in the West Country. Entitled THE HISTORY OF SAUNTON GOLF CLUB 1897 -

1987 ,The First 90 Years;itis a true credit to it's author and quite beautifully
produced (Our pember Laurence Viney acting ms Production Advisor.) If you haven't
experienced the delights of Saunton teke & word and picture trip with John Goodban.
Hardbound with 80 pages,It can be obtained from the club secretary for E12.88 incl.post
When I first began on the long slippery slope of collecting golf books I confess

to 8 desire to own everything that had ever been printed and often sought quantity
rather than qualiry (which explains why I failed to respond to an offer of THE GOFF
for £3001). Quickly engugh I obtained thirty or so books by George Houghteon,all

of them readable enough but not memorable in the way that Darwin,Longhurst or Ward-
Theomas's writings are, Nevertheless I'm delighted to read that George is still 'at it',
at the ripe age of 82. Like mosat of his other books,GOLF AND THE STRANGLEHOLD is
enlivened with his own cartoon illustrations,ably depicting his long association with
golfers rich,famous and,through his pen,thoroughly entertaining.At £7.95 it can be
obtained from Grant Books Ltd. Taking the cream of today's golfing journalists,Pecer
Allisa utilises their collective talents very effectively in GOLF - A WAY OF LIFE,An
ILlustrated History of Golf,published by Stanley Paul at £14.95.I"'ve long been an
admirer of such writers as Michael Williams(Daily Telegraph),John Hopkins{Sunday Timas).
and David Davies{The Guardian) and the clever idea of giving each journalist a section
to complete gets my vote, Keith Mackie covers'The Early Years',John Campbell’ Berween
The Wars,Hopkins,the Post War Yearsiwith Williams picking the ace card -Years of Fame

4 Fortune'. 'The modern game , from 1975 on)is Davies task and without exception they all
do a fanrasric job. Alliss as Editor should be well pleased with this bock and I urge you
to get a copy in time for Christmas.FUOLLOWING THE FAIRWAYS is my last offering of 19857
and I confess re mixed feelings abour rhis book which,at £12.99 in soft cover is hardly
the bargain of the year. It is an updated and revised issue of the previcusly published
FOLLOWING THE FAIRWAYS of 1986, As golf course guides go it does it's job well enough
but 1 nearly always find that any prices quoted are out of date even before the year is
out.Coupled with the fact that advertising plays a large part of the total Icannot
identify with it's high cover price.On the credit side there are a goodly number of
colour illustrations of pictures,paintings end memorabilia supplied by various London
drt & book dealers. The photographs are,on the whole,excellent though some of the

half tones are 'thin and washy'. Golf course/Horel/Restaurant/Pub/Theactre guides come
and go and T don't doubt they are a useful vessel for advertising revenue - this one

might just make it,but I ha ms doots!
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