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can be sold to non-rncmbcrs of the EAGHC at EIO.OO + 
postage & pack ing. 
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*** * * E*AGH*C 
* * *** 

Wc we1come ncw members - yOll wi ll find all necessary 
infonnation on how to join our associatl0n on 
www.go lfika .com 

Thc European Association afGolf Historians & Col lectors 
(a lso: Association Européenne des Historiens et 
Collect ionneurs de Golf) is a non profit , officially 
registcred association at SOlls-Préfcctllre de ManIes la 
Jolie, France according to lhe French Law ISl JlIly, 1901. 
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President's Letter 

Leif Einarsson 

Dear Fellow EAGHC Members 

July has so far been a vely hot and dry mOlllh. 
Golf courses and gardens have been watered 
every day but have al most dried out so we have 
got real links feelings. One could almost get a 
feeling how well Phi l Michel son mastered the 
diflicult links of Muirlield. 

J am al so very proud of having a Swedish 
Runner Up. Henrik Stensson is back in 
business again af ter a coup Ie of strugg ling 
years. 

Talking of The Open the prize money is 
astonishingly high nowadays and scores as 
remark abJe low. I was reminded on the subject 
the other day, in the bOllom of an old canvas 
bag I found a scottish newspaper "Dai!y Record 
and Mail" June 30 1934. Head line " How 
COllon killed U.S Hoodoo" The Greatest 
"Open" golf champion. 

T. H. COllon, Waterloo, Belgium 
6765 72 79 - 283 

S.F. Brews, South Africa 
76 7 J 70 71 - 288 

A. H. Padgham, Sundridge Park 
71707574 - 290 

Cotton ' s aggregate of 283 tied with record 
aggregate of Gene Sarazen two years earl ier at 
Sandwich. 

Bobby l ones sa id:" I also know the St George 's 
course, and his 67 and 65 in the li rst two rounds 
are almost beyond belief' 
Scores where almost the same but the prizes 
amounted to f:: 500 and the wilmer got fl 00. 

Here was the round where the famous Dunlop 
65 golf ball was bom. 

This Newspaper IS a real lind of Golf 
Memorabilia. 

Last week when I looked for golf books at a 
Swedish site www.antikva riat.net l found a 
beautifu l leather bound copy of Golf Illustrated 
1899. They wanted 2000 €! It is the inaugural 
year but it even lacked some ads pages. Is there 
anyone who wants to pay that much? 

The 3rd and 4th of August we played The 16'" 
Swedish Hickory Championship at Landskrona 
Ge. The !Own ceJebrated its 600 anniversary. 
The prizegivi ng dil1l1er was partly sponsored by 
the town. 140 players participated. I think there 
is no bigger hickory competition anywhere is 
there? 

The former European Tour player Magnus 
Persson Atlevi defended hi s title with a score of 
146 Runner Up was Per G Nyman 149. 

Eva Adermark defeated last years wmner 
Monica Andersson in playoffboth had 81. 
Chris Homer from England won the seniors (+ 
65 ) with 80 two strokes belter than our host last 
year in Gothenburg Claes al sson. 

Now we all look forward to go to Brussels in 
the end of September. I know tha t Patrick and 
Virginie are very weil prepaired. See You all 
there. 

Page 4 golfika - the magazine ofthe European associat ion of golf historian & collectors 



Editor's Comer 

Stéphan Filanovitch 

Welcome to this summer issue of Golfika 
Magazine. 

Af ter a rainy and flooding spring, the summer 
let us enjoy our game. May be it is too hot now 
but, golfers are always complaining about 
something, such as the weather or the golf 
course where greens are too slow or toa fast! 

By the way, the Roya l and Anc ient (The R&A) 

and the Un ited States Golf Association (USGA) 

both adopted an important decis ion on 28 

November 2012, to amend the Rules of golf, 

effective I January 20 16, to prohibit anchoring 

the club wh en playing a stroke. 

Jt concerns especially the method of putting, 

with the three points of anc hor. The R&A and 

the USGA have concluded that freely swinging 

the entire club is integral to maintaining the 

tradi tions of the game and preserving golf as an 

enjoyable game of skill and challenge. The 

essence of the tTaditional method of golf stroke 

invo lves the player swinging the club with both 

the club and the gripping hands be ing hel d away 

from the body. 

This traditional fomlof golf stroke has 

preva iled throughout the centuries since the 

game began ! 

Jt is clear that thi s deci sion will continue to be 
widely di scussed inlo clubhouses and 
elsewhere. 

Now, let's go inside thi s issue of Goljika 
Magazine. 

You will tind fasc inating art icles such as th is 
one abour Arcachon, a fu nny book from Sam 
TOiTance, the tirst French rules of golf and 
much more. Many thanks to all the authors for 
their contribution. 

In 20 1 J, our annual meeting was in Saint­
Cloud. Thi s year, 20 13, is the centenary of this 
famo us golf club. Our member Georges 
Jeanneau wrote a marvelous book about Ihi s 
even!. Unfortunately, it is reserved only to 
Saint-Cloud members. 

Some of the book "Arnaud Massy - A 
chronicIe" are st ill available. To order a copy, 
please contact editor(a)Q.oltika.com. Plice is 15 
e uros + p&s. 

Finally, it will be a pleasure to meet you in 
Brussels. Virginie and Patrick are preparing a 
great meeting to welcome us in a great go lfclub, 
wich is already centenary, the Royal Golf Club 
ofBelgium. 

See you on 26 and 27 September' 
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Golf Histol'Y for Golf Histo.-ians & Collectors 

by 
John Scarth 

Whdsl many authors wrile about golfi ng hi story, of ten causing conlroversy, discord and even 
di ssension, gol f historians deal wilh facma l documentalion. Th is paper seeks 10 disclose details on golf 
hislory, its worldwide sp read, ilS earliesl courses. its earliesl golf soc ieties or clubs and such 
documentatiol1. 

Hislory 

Oocumelllation is the golf hislorian 's bible and 
lhe earl iesl referenees to lhe game dates to 1452 
when a golf bali sold for ten Scortish shill ings . 

James 11 of Scolland (1430-1460) in his 
Fourteelllh Parliament enacled a dec ree on 6'" 
Mareh 1457, that 'Fut bali and Go lfe must be 
ullerly eryit dune'. 

James IV OfScolland (1473 ·1 513) in hi s 1491 
Parliamelll enaeted a decree that 'h is statute 
and ordained th at in a place of lhe rea lme there 
be used FUle·ball, Golf or olher sik unprofilable 
spons' contrary 10 ' the common good of the 
realme and defense lhereor. 

The lord High Treasurer ' s accou11lS for 1502 
show the entry: 'The XXI day of Seplember, to 
lhe Bowar of Sancl Johnestown fo r Clubbs ' . 
XlllJ S 

And in 1524: 'The lhird day of Februar, to the 
King to play of the gol f with Erle of Bothuice, 
lIJ French Crowns.' Sumena , XL IJ S. 'For golf 
clubbis and ballis 10 lhe King lhat he playit 
with.' LXS. 

When he played the game of golf Wil h the Earl 
of Bothwell , the King was not breaking hi s own 
law as same was redundant. 

Hen ry VIll of England (149 1-1547) had 
marri ed Cal herine of Aragon (1485· 1536) and 

she wrole 10 Cardinal Wolsey in 151 3: ' And all 
his subjecls be very glad, Masler Almoner, I 
thank God, to be busy wilh the gol f, for they 
take it for pastime.' 

James V ( 1512- 1542) played frequently al 
Gosfo rd , in East LOlhian, where he set up a 
private li nks, and his daughter, Mary Queen of 
SCOIS (1542 ·1 587) was charged with being seen 
'playing golf and pa ll-ma ll in the fie lds beside 
Seton'. Thi s being shonly af ter her husband 
Lord Oarnley had been murdered in February 
1567 (see picture 0 11 secolld COl'eI). 

James VI of SCOlland ( 1566- 1625) ascended the 
lhrone of England, as James I, in 1603 and he 
brought the game 10 England. ThaI year, he 
appointed Wil liam Mayne, Bowyer and Burgess 
of Edinburgh, 'maker of bow, arrows, spears 
and clubs 10 the King. ' 

In 1608, a 7 hole course was establ ished at 
BlackJleath, near London. 

James Melvill (a lso spe lled Me lleville) was 
appoinred by the Ki ng as Golf Ball Maker in 
161 8 on a 21 year I icence and placed an 
ambargo on balls being brough l over from 
Holland. 

Cha rles 1 ( 1600·1649) was playing golf on the 
links at Leith wh en he received news in 164 I of 
the Irish Rebellio ll . 
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James 11 (1633 -1 70 I) played golf throughout 
his confinement from 1687. He actually played 
in what was probab ly the fi rst international golf 
match when he, as Duke of York, taak part in a 
challenge aga inst two EngJi shmen. He chose as 
his partner the Edinburgh cobbier, John 
Patersone (a lso spell ed Paterson), a renowned 
loca l golfer. James II and John won the match 
and a considerable amount of money as John 
was ab le to bui ld a house in Edinburgh 's 
Ca ll1longate with hi s share of the proceeds. I-Ie 
called his house Go lfe r 's Land and a plaque on 
the front wa ll bare ' Far and Sure' (see a/sa 
piclllre 011 secol/d cove/) . 

Melvi ll 's licence on golf bali making expired in 
1639 and John Dickson of Aberdeen was 
licenced in 1642 to make golfbalIs. 

Thus golfwas certainl y p layed prior la 1450. 

Courses. 

It may never be ascertainted where the first golf 
course was establ ished, ei ther it be a 5 hole, 7 
hole, 12 ho le, 22 hole or even a 25 hole course, 
however il is documented that the fishing and 
trading villages a long the East coast of Scotland 
had such courses on tracts o f land between the 
coastline and the inland arabie land. These 
vi llages which ta ta lied over 50, included 
Aberdeen c irca 1780, Berwick and Crai l c irca 
1785, Cruden Bay, Domoch - with the 13'h 
Earl of Sutherl and's household accounts dated 
16 16 showing the expendirure of money on golf 
clubs and balls, Dun bar, Earlsfeny - with a 
1589 Charter of ' the right of golf, Inverness, 
Leith and its 5 hole course, Leven, Monu'ose 
and its 25 ho le course, Nairn, North Inch -
Pert h wi th the Kirk Sess io n of 19,h November 
1599 documenting fo ur men playing golf on the 
Sabbath, Spey Bay, Musselburgh and its 7 hole 
course of 1672 and St. Andrews and its 22 hole 
(altough acrually only 18 holes) course. 

In Eng land, lhe reference to golf at Blackheath 
in 1608 is comained in Royal fil es, ho wever the 
present Roya l Blackheath Golf Club have o n 
d isplay a s il ver cl ub on which is inscribed '16,h 
August 1766 to the Honourable Company of 
Golfers at Blackheath, a Gift from Hen ry FooI. ' 
Originally known as the Soc iety of Golfers at 
Blackheath, the club has al tered its name four 
times. 

Golf Clubs. 

It is generally considered that the fi rst golf 
clubs, as we know them today, are: 

+ The Gentlemen Golfers of Leith, wh ich 
became the Company of Gentlemen Go lfers of 
Edi nburgh, 1744. 
+ Society of St. Andrews Golfers, 1754. 
+ Brunstfi eld Li nks Go lfing Society, 176 1. 
+ Soc iety of B lackheath Go lfers, which became 
The Honourab le Company of Go lfe rs at 
Blackheath, 1766. 
+ Edinburg Burgess Golfing Society, 1773 
+ Musselburgh Golf Club, 1774 
+ Society of Aberdeen Golfe rs, 1780 
+ Crail Gol fi ng Society, 1786 
+ Glasgow Gol f Club, 1787 
+ Dunbar Gol fin g Society, 1794 

The Edi nburgh Burgess Golfing Society which 
became the Royal Burgess Golfing Society 
refers to an item in the 1835 Edinburgh 
Almanac giving credit to this Society be ing 
fo rmed in 173 5. This wou ld make this Society 
the o ldest in the world . J-Jowever, na name IS 

mentioned, only Go lfing Society. 

Manchester Golf Glub, in England, was formed 
in 18 18 foll owed by Royal North Devon Golf 
C lub, 1864, London Scott ish Golf Club, 1865, 
Alnmouth (Village) Golf Club, 1869 and Royal 
Liverpool Go lf Club, 1869. 

In Wales, the fi rst golf club ra be fornled was 
the Pontnewydd Golf Club in 1875 and in 
lreland, the Roya l Belfast Golf Club was 
established in wh at is now Northern lt'e land in 
188 1, and the CUlTagh Golf Club in what is now 
Eire was estab lished in 1883. 

Documentation exists that the first go lf clubs I 
courses were established in the following 
countTies: 

Argentina San Martin GC 1892 
Australia Point Hunter Ge 1834 
Austria \Vien 1901 
Belgium Rayal Antwerp GC 1888 
Brazil San Paula GC 1901 
Canada Rayal Montreal GC 1873 
Chi le Playa Ancha GC 1897-
DelUl1ark Capenhagen GC 1898 
France r au GC 1856 
Gennany Wi esbadener 1893 
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India Dum Dum GS 1829 
Jndonesia Batavia GC 1872 
Ma lays ia New Cl ub Taiping 1893-
Ma lta Royal Malta GC 1888 
Ma uriti us GymkJlana GC 1844 
Mexico San Pedro GC 1900 
Myanmar Yangoon GC 1900-

Netherlands Koninklijkc-Haagsche G&CC 1893 
New Zealand Dunedin GC 1871 
Philippines Sta. Barba ra GC 1907 
Portuga l Oporto 1890 
Singapore Roya l Singapore GC 189 1 
South Afriea Roya l Cape GC 1885 
Spa in Real Golf Las Palmas 1891 
Sri Lanka Royal Colombo GC 1880 
Sweden Hovas Goteborg 1902 
Switzerland Engadin 1893 
Thailand Royal Bangkok Sports Club 1900-
Unlgu")' GC del Uruguay 1895 
USA Oakhurst Links 1884 
Zimbabwe Bulawayo GC 1895 

The Royal Hang Kong Golf Club was fornled in 
1889 ho wever same historians consider that 
courses ex isted in China prior to this dale al 
Amoy, Chefaa, Dairen, Foochow, Guangzhou, 
Hangchow, Pakhoi , Shangha i and Swaloo. 

11 is also known Ihat the first golf courses were 
laid OUI in Ihe following coutmies : 

Bahamas (Nassau), Bol ivia (La Paz), Botswana 
(Gaborone), Czech (Karlory Vary), Ecuador 
(Q uiIO), Fij i (S uva), Fi nland (I-l elsingin, 1932), 
Iceland (Reykjavikur, 1934), Italy (Roma), 
Japan (Kobe), Kenya (Royal Nairobi), 
Luxembourg (Grand-Ducal de Luxembou rg), 
Norway (Oslo), Paraguay (Ascuncion), Peru 
(Lima), Slovenia (Bied), Taiwan (Taiwan). 

In the Cari bbean, Ihe Manchester GC at 
Mandevil ie, Jamaica, is Ihe o ldes!. 

European Uni on member (or candidates to 
enter) countries th at have not been researched 
include: 

Bulgaria, Cyprus, Estonia, Greece (t hought 
Glyfada, eSlab li shed 1962), I-l ungary, Latvia, 
Lilhua nia , roland, Romania, Slovakia, Croatia, 
Macedonia, Turkey. 

For the United Ki ngdom (England, Nonhern 
Irela nd, Scotland and Wales) see the R and A 
Yearbook. 

The EAG I-l C web-si te includes: Golf History in 
Germany, France and Belgium, could have one 
theme endorsed. 

Go lf sticks. 

The Royal Sydney Gol f Cl ub in Australia has 
on di sp lay in their clubhouse 'The Robenson 
Colleclion'. The collection incl udes twenty six 
fea thery go lf ba lis, two guna percha golf ball s 
and Iwenty sti cks inc luding an Al exander 
Neil son putter considered to be one of the o ldest 
in the world , daling from Ihe 16,h Century. Weil 
\vorth a vis it. 

Afterwords. 

Dick McDonough, a Gol f Col lectors Society 
member is presently having pub lished a book 
on Golf Clubhouse Collecti ons/Displays whi ch 
will inc lude the Roya l Sydney Golf Clubs 
wonderfu i display. 

Tom Simpson (1877- 1964), had three books 
published: 
'Modern EtchilJgs alJd Their Collectors' - 1919. 
'The Architec flI ral Side ofCo!f - 1929, with W. 
H. Welhered. 
'The Caille of Golf - 1931. 
The secOtld book was rep int ed as 'Design fo r 
Golf in 1952 and is less expensive for 
co llectors. 

Tl1'O oJflle oldeSf eOJ/lillenlal COlIl'ses (?au and AII11\'C'lpell) 
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Early golf in Arcachon 

by 
JBK (Jean-Bernard Kazmierczak) 

..... --.... 

ArelellDIl-Jollrll'] 
Pl.mt~nt 1(1 Snmetli 

OlGUI DIS IITmTS mll!lus, JUUTIKIS ET OsntlCOLES DU L1TTOBAL 
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ArCllcholl -Journal daled April J 4th
, / 894. l\ 'i,II I Jl precise reference knowIl 10 golf in Arcac/i oll , 

First references 1 to golf in Arcachon 

We can re ad in the Pall Mali Gaoelle dated 27'h 
of January 1894 that "there are rumors of golf 
in Arcachon" confirming a note in "Golf ' date 
5'h January 1894, by H.G. J-/utchinson \Vriting 
that " Arcachon is to have a golf links" . In the 
edit ion of Arcacholl-Joumal, dated Sanlrday 
14'" of April 1894, a letter [rom Samuel 
Radcliff' was providing more information and 
emphasizing on the good progress in the 
acquisition of land to establish a golf course. As 
the expenses are foreseen pretty high, 
organisers are calling for subscriptions which 10 

be received by Messrs c. Audap (Engl ish bank), 
Exshaw and Radcliff. 

1 Many thanks to Philippe Martin. past President of 
the French Golf Federation, who kindly share his 
infonnation. 
2 Rcverend Samuel Radcliff, was living in Arcachon 
sincc J 866. Whcn the first Anglican Church was 
built there, in 1878. he became its first chaplain. 

The allthor is referring 10 a previous letter he 
sent3 to Arcachon-Saison where he was writing 
that the landlords of the Biarri tz Golf-Links 
might not renew the lease. Such a mi s fortllne 
for Biarritz was a good opportunity for 
Arcachon. But negotiations in the Basqlle city 
went weil for the club and their lease for golf 
grounds were renewed, forcing Arcachon to 
rely on ly lIpon its own efforts. 

Radcliff was then urging that any person 
interested in golf would contribute as soon as 
poss ible to open the course before the winter 
season. 

At the moment the lener was plIblished , the 
total money co llected was of 1800 fra ncs. 

The same year, on May 5'h, the same jOll mal 
was informing its readers of a meeting anended 
by the founders ofthe Go lf-Club, in order 10 set 

3 Thi s shouJd then be an earl ier reference but we 
we re unable to find ie 
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up tbe board; we re nominated: Mr W. Exsbaw 
as president ; Mr L. Esea lTaguel, vice-president. 
Otber board members were: Mssrs . 1-1 . Exsbaw, 
Or Festal, Johnston, I-Iabasque, Or Lalesq ue, 
baron de Portal, Rev. S. Radcliff, Segrestaa, 
Thumeyssen and E. de Tri ncaud-Latour. 

A sub-committee has been appointed to set up 
the statlltes and lO list next works to be ealTied 
out. [ t has been also decided tbat a lawn-tennis 
court will be added on th e go lf grounds and that 
the name of the club will be now "Areaebon­
Golf and Tennis-Club". 

One week later, the newspaper reported th at a 
General Meeti ng was called on the previous 
Saturday (then, May 5'" - a vely few days after 
the board was nominated). I-Io ld in the Grand­
I-I otel, tbe Assemb ly adopted the project of 
statu tes proposed by the sub-commi ttee. 

The financia l report was empbasizi ng on the 
di ffic ulties to design a golf course on a sandy 
grou nd (sic). M r L. Escarraguel estimated that 
the cost for the greens wou ld be of one 
thousand francs by hole. The IOtal of 9000 
francs added to the expenses fo r establishi ng a 
tennis coul1, building a pav ilioll , and includi ng 
the operating casts for the first year, wou ld 
feteh, at least, 15 .000 francs. 

Rcv. Samuel Radcliff driving on Tee # 1 al Arcachon 
(most ccnainly Ihc "new" course) 

A tentative to reduce the budget was proposed: 
by replacing the grass on the greens by grave l 

from Gazinet4
, the cast wou ld be lowered at 

least by one third. A reference to I-Iorace 
Hutchin son was made as he wrote that gravel 
was used in Indi a and al so in Canary islands. 

The meeting ended at midni ght and was 
fo llowed by dr inks offered by M r lH. Exshaw 
and Champagne toasts were hoisted to the 
suecess of the society. 

At th at time, the subscript ion was of 2635 
francs - still far from the objective. 

A hnost one year later, in a lett er dated April 9''', 
1895 and publi shed the 13''', Sam uel Radcliff, 
still in the Arcacl/OII-Joum al, is infomling of 
the slow progress made. Even i f same ho les 
were laid out on the moor of Mey ran, offe ring 
the possib il ity of playing, it is not yet possible 
to set up an official inaugurat ion - espec ia ll y as 
Mr Exshaw was absent. 

But for those subscribers who would like to 
start th e game, Mr Radcl iff was offeri ng to 
show them how to play golf. An appointment 
\"las given on Easter Monday and Wednesday, 
earl y afte rnoon . Clubs and bai is, ordered 111 

London, wou ld be available, to re nt or buy. 

Olle month later, in the May ] 81h edition, \\ 'a5 

annou nced that the offïcial in augural of the golf 
course was made, las t Tuesday', by Messns 
Exshaw and Radcli ff. 

Although an "offi cia l inauguration" was clearl y 
an nounced, the same paper that a " fï nal 
in3uguralion" will be set up laler in the year, 
with the coming \\li nter! 

We di d not fin d any additional reference in this 
newspaper in J 895 ex cept in the 29'" o f 
September editi on . A short notice, in Engli sh, 
was publ ished which we are reprint ing here: 

"Golfers, vis iri ng A rcachon and wishing to 
play, are requested 10 communieate with the 
Reverend Samuel Radcliff, v illa Eli sabeth, rue 
du Casino, who wi ll have much pleasure in 
show ing them over the Lin ks, which, than ks to 
the generosi ty of W. Exshaw Esq., are open free 
to all players during the ensuing winter season." 

-I A pJace few mîles south·west of Bordeaux knowIl 
raf it s fine graveis. 
5 Thcn Tue;day May 14th 
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We have to wait two years more to find in the 
Arcachon-Joumal, from October 171

" , 1897, a 
short paper with a surprising title "Inauguration 
ofthe Game ofGoIr' ! 

Sa, after an informal opening in April 1895 and 
the first inaugural meeting in May the same 
year, followed by a "final inauguration" 
planned a few months later, we discover now, in 
the same newspaper, a fourth inauguration 
announced by Mr Samuel Radcli ff. 

The date was planned on All Saints' Oay, 
Monday November I 'I, 1897; the meeting point 
being the secOild kilometric stone, on the road 
gomg to Sanguinet. The admini strative 
authori ties of the township as we il as the 
journalists from the local press \Vere invited and 
the publ ic weJcomed, without any formal 
invitatioll. 

Oonald Cameron sent us a reference he found in 
the magazine Golf, October 291

", 1897, wh ich 
gives the same date: 

tro l' 

mIl 

Pyla SUf IIel 0211 

• 
P.~ 

Arcachon 

1951 
r 

Go~~ 

1903 

"'" 
La leste-de·81JCh 

"The formal opellillg of fh e Arcachall Golf 
Lillks lviii rake place 011 Nov. /", aftel' Ivhiell 
dafe a smal! sllbscripfiOIl will be demanded of 
players. lil cOllsiderafioll of fheir dis fall ce from 
Arcac!IOII, and fhe rOllgh Slafe of fh e lillks, Ihe 
sllbscripliolls wil! be vel)' mllc!1 10lVer Ihall 
Ihase of Ihe exislillg Golf clllbs ill Frallce. Th ere 
lViii 1101 be a Golf clllb properly sa cal led, alld 
110 eleclion will be reqllired; bUI Ihe sec. of Ihe 
/all'lI tennis club will receive the subs. of 
players, and apply Ihenl la Ihe up-keep of Ihe 
lillks, which has Mlh erro beell cO/Tied 011 al Ihe 
sole charge of MI' William Exsha IV. 
The Slib. is: One week 5 frs.; alle mal/lh, /0 frs; 
lira mOlIIhs. /5 frs; Ihree 11I01llhs, 20 frs; ol/e 
year 25 frs. Family lickeIs f or alle y ear wil! be 
givell f or 50 frs " 

Accord ing to Francis Gonzalez (in "NaissclI/ce 
des Sports el/ Girollde", recently published, it 
was Mrs Exshaw who opened the course. 

From all those documents, we can imagine that 
the "Arcachan-Golf and Tennis-Club", 
established in May 1894, was, at the end of the 
191

" century, nothing but a guite rustic one . 

11 km 
1 miIes 

,,~ a 1894 8d1>'C'O'e~c B 

"" l' J GUJan.l.1estras 
I.f ~ .. ~~ J ~~ § ""'" ~ 

1 J f 
~ v 

~~801'~ ...... • • "" t 02111 

Map of Arcacholl (after Google Mops) - VariolIs locariolls ofrhe golfcourse. 

Locating the forst Arcach on Golf-Club. 

I f we didn ' t find any significant paper between 
September 1895 and October 1897, we were 
able to read , in Arcacholl-Jol/rnal, 8 March 
1896, an indirect reference to the golf-club. The 
paper was in fact reporting on a fox hunting -
but provides important in formation on the 
possible location of the golf course. The paper 
says: "A{{acked al La Cabane, fh e fox j ll/llpS 
over Ihe Callal de Ccc eallx. crosses Ihe raad la 

SCII/gl/inel and {h e golf grOl/lid, goes la Meyran 
" 

The "Canal de Cazeaux" was located mid­
di stance between Arcachon and Gujan -Mestras 
(where the mark "0650" is on the map) and it is 
called nowadays "Canal des Landes" . 

Nowadays, twa hundred meters west of the 
mout h of the canal, there is a restaurant called 
HLe Cabanon" which certain1y kept the name of 
the place (a small "Cabane" - i.e. shed). 

golfika - the magazine of the European association of golf historian & collectors Page \\ 



So rhe fox was allacked ar thi s place, jumped 
over rhe canal rhen crossed the road ro 
Sanguiner, which is now rhe D652 locared 300 
meters east of the canal 

Here we should have found the flrst golf ground 
confirmed by the fact rhat the street, 500 

meters from there, is now called "Avenue de 
Meyran" - and where the "moor of Meyran" 
shou ld have been located at the end of the 19'h 
century. 

All this is re-confirmed by the fact that the 
meeting point for the '" Înaugural " meeting \"las 
at the second kilometre stone from Arcachon 
and this also fits with the comments in "Golf 
Magazine" which wrote "in cOllsiderarioJ/ of 
fh eir distalleefrolll Arcac//Ofl ". 

The flrst golf-club of Arcachon was then 
located between Arcachon and Gujan-Mestras. 
The distance from the city was greater than for 
the gol f-club we can see nowadays (sou th of the 
city). 

A ncw golf course in Arcachon. 

A posrcard indiccllil1g f/ie address of/he c!/lb. 

As Arcachon was becoming an impOl1ant 
touri stic city, it was clear th at a more proper 
place should be found for a golf-club. 

On 14 February 1902, the mayor of the city, 
Jean-Baptiste James Veyrier-Montagnères, 
bought the golf grounds from Mr William 
Exshaw. On I" November 1903 a ncw golf club 
was opened, cal led "Golf et Country Club 
d'Arcachon" . . . But in a different place' 

As we can read it on a poster published for the 
opening of the club, it was located Bouleva rd 
Deganne - wh ich could be considered as "in" 
the city. Postcards from the period are 
indicating "at the corner of Boulevards Deganne 

and Mestrezat" . East of the ArcacJlon cape on 
the map we published above - on the same leve l 
where "Arcachon" is printed . 

The New York Times in its edition of SUllday 
30/h Augus/, 1903 is providing some light: 
"Ne ,,' Frellch Sporlillg Cell/re. A society hos 
jusi beell formed for makilIg a race course al Le 
Becquel, abourfil'e miles from Arcacholl, 0 11 Ihe 
roadFo/ll La Tesle 10 Caoeaux". Adding "Fo !" 
SOlIIe years pas/ /he sile of Ihe race course hos 
been used as a training grol/nd" but without 
specify ing what kind of training it wa s. 

;1 gel/era! viell ' of {he Co{f'a /ld Cowlfly Club 

So, with areasonabie probab ility, it is fair to 
assume that the ci ty bought, from Mr Exshaw, 
the land where was established the fl rst golf 
course in order ra build a race course; the golf 
course being then rebu il! closer to the ci ty 
centl'e of Arcachon. 

Accordingly to Francis Gonzalez (op. eil.), and 
confi mled by the "Golfer's Year Book" in 
1905, Paul Roussely, the Deauville pro, 1110ved 
to Arcachon. A club-house was erected in 1909 
with all lhe modem comf0I1: meeting room and 
reading 1'00111, separate locker-rooms for ladies 
and gents, hot and cold water washbasin s . 

At lhe creation, thi s new golf course was a nine 
holes one. In 1925, there was a project to extend 
it to a ruil eighteen. 

But the crises wi 11 di srupt these plans and the 
magazine "Le Golf et les Golfers" #280 (15 
April 1938) wrote that "the Golf Club of 
Arcachon has ceased its existence on October 
I" after the deci sion taken in General Meeting 
on September 14,h 

We shall wait until 1951 befare seell1g a 
renewal of golf in Arcachon . On August 31"\ 
the City Council gave a sign off for creating the 
new course. 
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GOtF d ~OUNTnY ~LUB D'An~A~HON 
BOULEVARD DEGANNE 

Société Anonyme par Actions 
()" ~("';.Ç(;() d(l u.~ Ie '",t d 'olfi'i !' ~1l1.J' rt llliUf','î Ijl /Jl·" ,fo ,,"e.\' de 1(1 b Olllll) .'ioc ;l' l é 11 11 

c(' ,,' ,.(~ de " (;II11;tllU de j eu.l' de ph' ;" ai,. . et .fIJn ,'I .f dir'p,'s. 

L es abonll e m e n ts s e fer ont SUl' la présentation de d e UK action­
n a it'es de la S ociété . 

L es n o m, pl'é nom s e t dOlnicile de l'abon né ainsi q u e les n oms de s 
actionnail'e s Ie p résóll tant seron t in scrits SUl' Ull registre s p éc ial. 

L es a bonue m ents coul'ront à partir d u jom' ou ils auron t é t é 
délivrés . 

.~BONNEIVIEN~rs 
:!ou is san ee de l ou les les alll'ael ions offel'l es p al' Ie -Colf el -Coun lI'y --Club, 

les -Con coul's H ippique exeeplés. 
Pour uue famille se composant d'uu menage. du père, de la mère et des eufauts nou 

maries , ou de fréres P.t srelll'S nou maries. 
A l'année. 
4 m ois 
1 mois 

Pour uue persOIllle ; 
A l 'année . 
4 m ois 
1 m ois . 

GOLF SEUL A VEe USAGE DU 

120 fr. 
100 , 

50 . 

100 fr . 
8 0 . 
4 0 . 

PAVILLON 
Pom une familIe se composaut d'uu menage . du père. de la mère et des ellfauts non 

mal'iés, on de fl'el'es et ~relll'S uon mal'ies . 
Á l'année 
4 mois . 
1 m ois 

POll!' une pel'sonne ; 
A l'a nnée . 
4mois 
1 m ois . 

80 fr . 
60 
4 0 

50 
40 
2 0 

Lt ,.~ 1III ']ll bl"l ':': ,1 11 (JI ,I r·C ]ul , POl 'd (l l a i ~ nl:- idan t Îl B"rd'·lHI X. ~u ni mI IJl i,. il la "U il l' ti p l'onn.: ll tin !l '" ,"jn:d a ]i""'l 
(:1 rt5d l,r"'jll"" IU . ))'t'IlIH1 11 1 ml{- 1~ lI t i"'llti(11i i11l1l1l ,· 11i· dl' :"!,-, fr . 1"'111' ,,-. ( ;,,11' :- f' IJI. ;1 \ ' \ ' ", U""I!..:' · d il l'a\'i lJ.lJI . 

T i!:k,·'" !';l r Jl(' r"''' I1I I' ' ,.j 1'llI' jl1llr d eux fra ncs . 
Lc C'uu ... dl d· .\ .! llI ini-truli pll .... c rl: .. (:rn · d·;l pl'ttr l (·r [1 11 pn:;-'('nl r{'!! h'Uil' 1I1 ,!in-.i 'IU'UII larir d~ · ... öj\"jlllIl'­

!lH'nt .." toni,>..: 1"",: 1IIIIdi fi,'ali(," ", 'lll ïl jll!.!l.'r;l 1I' :1'l·,. ... 'IÎn" . 

Poster anllollllcing ,he opening ofArcacholl golf cllIb NO\'ember J s' J 903 
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Appendix - Original French papers 

Arcacholl-Jollmal, sC/lI/edi 14 al'ri118 94. 

Nous recevons la lettre suivante : 
Monsieur Ie Rédacteur, 
J'ai I'honneur de vous infonner que les 

négociations pour I'acquisition du terrain sur la 
coupe marchent bien, et I'on espère qu'elles 
about iront sous peu. 

Les frais de con[ection du jeu de Golf sur ce 
terrain sera nt très élevés, et les organisateurs 
sollici tent avec empressement les souscriptions 
des propriétaires d'Arcachon. 

Dans ma lettre à ce sujet à Arcachon-Sa ison 
j 'ai di t que les propriétaires des Golf-Links. à 
Biarritz, ne voulaient pas renouveler Ie bai! : et 
qu'il était à espérer que, si nous avions des 
Links aussi rapprochés que I'est la coupe, bon 
nomb re de joueurs, qui ma intenant se rendent à 
Biarri tz, viendraient à Arcachon. J'apprends 
aujourd'hui que Ie bail a été renouvelé ces jours­
ei, et que nous ne pouvons pas compler sur Ie 
ma lheur de notre rivale. 

Pourtant, il est de la plus haute impoI1ance 
que notre jeu soit étab li pour I'hi ver prochain, et 
nous prions instamment les intéressés de 
souscrire au plus tot. 

Pour fac iliter les versement s, M. F. Audap 
(English Bank) est chargé de recevoir des 
souscriptions qui seront éga lement perç ues par 
MM . Exshaw et par moi. 

Souscriptions : 
Mme Alger 
MM. Webber 
H.-S. Johnston 
Faure 
De Tricaud-latour, père 
Listes précédentes 
Total 

50 fr. 
100 » 
100 » 

50 » 

100 » 

1400 » 

1800 » 

A ,"ie\l' 0 11 the Golf co"rse 

Arcacholl-Jollmal. sall/edi 5 II/ai 1894 

Une réunion des [ondateurs du Golf-Club a 
eu lieu ces jours derniers, dans Ie but de 
constituer un bureau. 

Ont été nommés : Président, M. W. Exshaw ; 
Vice-Président, M. L. Escarraguel ; membres du 
Comi té MM . H. Exshaw, Docteur Festa l, 
Johnston, Habasque, Docteur Lalesque, baron 
de Portal , Rev. S. Radc liff, Segrestaa, 
Thurneyssen, E. de Trincaud-latour. 

Un sous-comité a été désigné pour étab lir 
des statUIs et les projets des trava ux à exécuter. 

11 a été décidé qu'un j eu de lawn-tennis serait 
installé dans Ie terrain du Golf et que Ie titre du 
Club serait désormais : Arcachon-Gol[ et 
Tennis-Club. 

A rcoc!wlI-Jolimal, Sall/edi 12 Mai 1894 

Samedi dernier, une assemb lée générale de 
cette société a eu lieu au Grand-Hotel pour 
approuver les stanns et écouter Ie rappoI1 du 
sous-com lte. Le rapport fa isai t ressort ir les 
grandes diffi cul tés de la confec tion d'une piste 
de Golf sur un terrain aussi aride que les sables 
des dunes. M. L. Escarrague l a établi des 
chiffres qui montrent que faire des gazons 
autour des trous coûterait à peu près mille 
francs par trou, c'est-à-dire 9.000, qui, ajoutés 
aux frais de I'établi ssement du Lawn-Tennis, à 
ceux de I'érection d'un Pavi llon-abri et ceux de 
I'exploitation [eraient arri ver Ie budget de la 
première année à 15.000 francs au moins. S'il 
pouvait être permis de remplacer Ie gazon par Ie 
gravier de Gazinet, ces frais seraient réduits 
d'un tiers ou peut-être davantage. Une enquête à 
ce sujet se [a ir par Je sous-com ité. M. Horace 
Hutchinson a écri t que, quoiqu1il n1en ait pas eu 
l'expérience, i j sait que Ie gravie r s'emploie aux 
Indes et aux iles Canaries. 

On a ensu ite di scuté les stat ut s élaborés par Ie 
sous-comité, la plupa rt 0111 été adoptés à la 
majorité. Quelques-uns, notamment celui qui 
définit les fon ction s de trésorier-secrétaire, ont 
sub i des corrections. La séance a été levée vers 
minuit, puis Ie champagne a été offert par M. J . 
H. Exshaw et on a bu à la prospérité de la 
société. 

Souscri ptions 
MM. Fynje Van Salverda 
Balaresque 

30 Cr. 
100 
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Comte de Canclaux 30 
E. S. Wh ite 50 
A~m 50 
Leys 25 
A. Escarraguel 25 
Dupuch 25 
Maison uni verseiie 25 
Grand Hötel de la Forêt et d'Angleterre 50 
Li stes précédentes 2,225 
Tota l 2,635 fr. 

A rcachon-Journai, Sal1ledi 13 avril 1895 

Arcachon , Ie 9 avril 1895. 
A Monsieur Ie Rédaeteur d'Arcaehon-Joumal. 

Monsieur, 
J'ai l'honneur de vous infomler que les trou s 

provisoires ont été creusés dans Ie jeu de Golf, 
et qu'à parti r d'aujourd'hui il est possible, 
quoique très di ftie ile, de jouer sur la lande de 
Meyran . 

Vu la lugosité du terrain , on ne peut pas 
songer à faire une inauguration même la moins 
prétentieuse ; du reste, J'ab sence de notre 

prés ident nous empêche d'y penser. 
Mais s'il y a des souscripteurs qui veu lent 

apprendre un peu Ie jeu avant I'inauguration, j e 
me rerai un plaisi r de les rencontrer sur Ie 
terrain et de leur montrer comment on joue. 

J'ai I'intention d' y aller Ie lund i et Ie 
mercredi de Päques par Ie tra in de I h. 45 et je 
serai très content si quelques-uns de nos 
souscripteurs veulent bien l11 'accompagner. 

Nous avons fai t venir de Londres quelques 
assortiment s de crosses et des balies que nous 
mettrons à la disposition des joueurs, en vente 
ou en location. 

Veuillez agréer, etc. 
S. Radclif. 

A posfcardfeolwing a maleh al Arcachol1 GolfClllb 

Arcachon-Joumal, Sallledi 18 lIIai 1895 

Tout près de la ville, Ie Jeu de golf, la 
passion extensive des Français et des Anglais et 
disposant les amateurs de ce j eu salutai re à la 
santé du corps et de I'esprit, a été, mardi dernier, 
1113uguré officieusement, dans lIne plaine 
voisine, par MM. Exshaw et Radcliff, les 
généreux pionniers de ces intéressantes et uti les 
réUnion s. 

Dès la première heure, ce jeu entraÎnant a 
pri s drait de cité à Arcachon et d'après Ie succès 
obtenu par cette première journée, toute privée 
et de goüt parfait, il est permis d'affi l111er que, 
durant I'été, l'on se donnera rendez-vous en ce 
lieu de bonne compagnie, et que lorsque, à 
I'apprache de l'hiver 1896, I'inauguration 
détinitive du golf aura lieu, route la popu lation 
de la ville (étrangers ou arcachonna is) se 
donnera rendez-vous pour sa luer I'introni sation 
parmi nous, d'un j eu gui était réclamé de longue 
date et qui donnait à Biarritz une suprématie de 
bien-être et de goüt que déjà tant d'autres 
stations nous envienl. 

Arcachon-Joumai, Dimanche 8 Illars 1896 

Attagué à la Cabane, près de La Teste, Ie renard 
saute Ie canal de Cazeaux, traverse la route de 
Sanguinet et Ie terrain du Golf, va à Meyran, 
revient sur son contre-pied, double ses voies, 
met les chiens en défaut impossible à relever, Ie 
terrain étant très mauvais .. 

Arcachon-Jollrnal, Dil1lanche 17 octobre 1897 

Inaugurat ion du Jeu de Golf. 
M . Samuel Radcliff secrétaire du Golf-Club, 

nous pne d'informer nos lecteurs que 
I'inaugurati on offi cielle du Jeu de Golf, in stal lé 
dans la lande de Meyra n, aura I ieu Ie Ier 
novembre à 3 heures. On se réunira près de la 
deuxième borne kilométrique, sur la route de 
Sanguinet. 

Le public sera admis sans carte, les autori tés 
du canton et les représentants de la presse étant 
seuls invités. 
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Golf in Italy - Getting some dates right 

by 
Christoph N. M eister 

During research work for the 75'" anniversary baak of the European Golf Associat ion last year it 
became more and more eviden t ra me tha t in many continenta l golf cou ntries there is st ill same mix-up 
about wh en and where golf rea lly started in the relevant country. The exact fou ndat ion dates of early 
go lf clubs aften remai n in the mist and are somehow not clear. Where archives are missing and gol f 
historians not avai lable dates used by farmer generations are simply repeated and repeated agall1 . 
Today I take the opportunity trying to eliminate same ofthe haze surrounding early golfin Italy. 
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FrOIll Nisbel 's Golf YeGr Book 1912: 

T he fl rs t clu bs 

According to the flrst edition of the Golf Year 
Book 1905 (from 1906 on called: Nisber·s Golf 
Year Book) there were fou r golf clubs lil 

existence in Italy by then: Rome (1898), Varese 
(1898) Florence (1899) and San Remo ( 1905). 
Dervio ( 1905) and Cadenabbia ( 1907) fo llowed 
bringi ng up .. he number of pre-war golf courses 
in Italy to 6, all of them of course 9-hole 
courses. Interest ingly today the official web-

site of the Italian Golf Federation stat es that 
Golf ca me ra Italy in 1903 with the fo undation 
of a golf club in Rome. In 2003 an offic ial 
Ital ian postage stamp was published celebrat ing 
the centenary of Rome GolfC lub in 2003 . 

As indicated befare early Brit ish Gol f guides 
seem to te il a d iffe rent story. Th e Go!fil/g 
AI/ I/ual 1894/95 men ti ons a Sorrento GC "The 
fi rst go lf links In Italy have recentIy been 
established on the ridge of hi ll s separating the 
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Bay of Naples from the Gulf of SOl'rento. They 
were la id out recently by an Anglo-lndian 
golfer, Mr. J B Fuller. Of the Bengal Civil 
Service, with the aid of the resi dent physician, 
Or Ounbar-Brunton, and one or two other 
golfing enthusiasts .. .. " 
Even though this course is also mentioned in 
later issues ofthe The Galflng Al1nual it remains 
unclear if and how long it existed . 

There are 6 early ltalian Golf Clubs that are 
mentioned by different sources and where there 
is strong evidence they existed, let's go through 
them one by one and see what we know about 
them today. 

F lorence, 1889 or 1899? 

According to the different editions of the 
Nisbet '5 Golfing Guides the Florence Golf Club 
was founded in 1899. Th is date is also 
conflrmed by the Galjing Annual 1901-02 
which bears the f1rst mentioning of Florence 
Ge giving the following description: "The 
course, of ni ne holes, is in the aid Oemdoff 
Park at San Oonato . The turf is good, and the 
hazards consist of hedges, trees, a dyke, etc. 
There is a good clubhouse on the ground, which 
is within easy reach of Florence (about a mile 
and a half di stan!.)" 

Jl lJ L ES 

FLORENCE GOLF CLUB 
Rccun s tructcd 1')0') 

The 011/)' kl/0l1'l/ historie doclllllcnll1'hich makes reference 
10 ,he/vulldalio/1 ofthe Florence Co(fCJl.lb in 1889 

In 1905 the first italian Amateur Open 
Championship was played in Florence and 

A.W. Butchan, brother of C.S. Butchart, who 
later was professional 111 Berlin-Wannsee, 
employed as club professional. 

Rome, 1898 or 1903? 

"....--.................. .,. ...................... ..........- ........ -.................. ....... 
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Official ltalian stamp isslfed 2003 10 celebrale cel/fen ar)' 
oJCircolo Goff ROl/Wal Acquasonta 

Golf in Rome is f1rst mentioned in the Golfing 
Annua l 1899-00 indicating the existence of a 
private golf course of Prince Doria on the 
grounds of Villa Pamphili Ooria, just outside 
the city walls . 

Another early source, Nisbet 's Galfing Guide, 
give 1898 as a foundat ion year in every edition 
from 1905 to 1914.1n 1953 the yearbook ofthe 
ltalian Golf Federation gives the year 1900 as 
foundation year of Circa la Go!f di Roma. The 
club itself says that the f1rst document which 
cel1ifles the existence of the Rome Golf Club 
dates back to January 12'h 1903. "However, the 
club had already been founded a few years 
before with a statute and committee" 

The course was laid out on land bel on ging to 
Prince Torlonia and thanks to a mi Ikman living 
nearby transportation was obtained cheap. The 
setting ofthe golf course, sli ghtly hilly, allowed 
the view of the Claudian aqueduct, the Roman 
cast les, the Appia Antica ' s crest and lhe 
Mausoleum of Cecilia MetelIa. An atmosphere 
th at is still present today. 

Varese, 1898 

The Golf Year Boak 1905 indicates that Mr 
Hetley and Lady Margaret Hamilton RusselI , 
winner of the f1rst three British Ladies Amateur 
Championsh ips in 1893, 1894 and 1895, are 
holding the amateur course records with 70 
respectively 92 strokes. It also conflrms th at the 
club was instituted in 1898 and also weil before 
1908: 
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"The course, of nine holes. varying from 90 to 
270 yards (par 30), is la id out on some fields 
adjoining the Hotel Excelsior. The hazards are 
hedges, hurdles, ditches, furze bushes, and 
trees. The course is kept in excellent order." 
(from Goljillg A 11/11101 1901-02) 
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The course was situated one m il e from central 
Varese. Ir remains uncJear whether this course 
was set up in the park of Grand Hotel Exce lsior 
(Villa Recalcati) as some sources are indicating. 
Th is building and the adjacent park are today 
used as the prefecture ofVarese province. 

On January 30, 1908 the fo llowing art icle was 
publ ished in The Prealpilla: ''For several 
months, the tireless Eugenio Brunell i, owner of 
the Hotel Excelsior in Casbeno (Varese), is 
bui ldi ng in Va lganna - prec isely bet ween the 
del le Mi niera bridge and the lnve rso bridge - a 
"Gol f Links", which will become yet another 
great attraction for foreigners." 

Another articJe published by the "Jol/mal of Ihe 
hOleis" states that "A new Golf Links, owned by 
the Hotel Excelsior, was prepared in Valganna 
nea r Varese (30 minutes witb electric tram from 
the hotel) and \ViII be in perfect condition for 
the game on May 5th, 1908. It will be 
inaugurated by a tournament. The course 
extends over 40 acres, fo r the most part heath 
with undu lations and hills, offering a variety to 
the game. The meadows form the most uni que 
characters of the course. There is a large and 

comfortabie Clu b House with a beaut iful garden 
all around. Valganna, also called the 
"Switzerland of Italy", is adva ntageously 
situated for golf: the surrounding hills give 
shelter from the heat and therefore wi ll also fi nd 
the game enjoyable during summer." 

"A new cou rse of nine ho les, varyi ng from 92 to 
528 yards (pa r 33), has been laid out by the 
Hotel Excelsior on 40 ac res of moorland at 
Valganna, th iny mil1lltes by e lectri c car from 
the hote l. The greens are excellent, an d the 
hazards are thi ckets, mounds, hea ther, walis, 
and streams. There is a large cJ ubhouse, wi th 
putting cou rse around it. A pro fess ional IS 

engaged fo r the season, March 15'" to 
November 30'h Visitors, 2francs a day, 10 
francs a week , or 20 francs a 1110nth: ladi es 2 
fra ncs, 8 francs, or 15 francs. Sunday play. The 
hotel cat ers for golfers at 12s a day, inc luding 
lunch at the clubhouse." (GA 1907-08) 

Since 1934 the medieval monastery of Luvi nate 
makes the premise for Varese Golf C lubs 
cJubhouse where Peter Gal1l10n designed a 9-
holer that was later ex rended ra 18-holes 

Dervio 1905 

D ifferent edi t ions of Nisbel 's Goljillg GI/ ide are 
indicating that the Lake Como Gol f Club at 
Dervio was founded 1905. The go l f course is 
also mentioned in the Go!fillg AII/Illal/907-08 

Ir seems was improved and lengthened shonly 
after its construction as loca l sourees from the 
village indicate that February 1908 pernlission 
was granted to the loca l golf club "of 
Englishmen" 10 divert the loca l river Yarrone in 
order 10 ex tent the gol f course, work th at was 
fin ished in March 1909. Another local souree 
from 19 14 menrions thar the land of the golf 
course was all ocated to Frederick Hamilton 
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RusselI, the husband of Lady Margaret , 
mentioned earlier in this article. 

EUROPE. 
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Lady Margarer !-IamilIon RlIsse!1 !-Ionorary Secretm"y af Lago 
Como Go((Club according ra Nisbet's Go(fing Guide 1912 

San Remo, 1905 

Today many people think that golf in San Remo 
started in December 1931 wh en the Peter 
Gannon designed golf course Circolo Golf degli 
Ulivi open ed. Early editions of the Bri/ish Golf 
!/Ius/ra/ed from 1908· 1910 clearly state that a 
golf course was in existence at San Remo, or to 
be more precise at Arma di Taggia in a valley 
surrounded by olive trees. 

Sa/1 RemG GC Medal, WGII April 1908 byA. B. Sc/lOfl/ed 
(A4arslwll Roberts Go{(A1eda/ - Firsl Prize) - Branze .' 

The th en only golf course on the Italian Riviera 
"of nine holes, is about five minutes walk from 
Sagia Station, which is five miles from San 
Remo. An excellent clubhouse has been 
secured. Visitors, 50 francs, ladies, one half. For 
full parriculars apply to The Bank, San Remo, 
Ita ly" (/i'ol/1 Colfing AnnuaI1901 ·02) 

Menaggio e Cadenabbia, 1907 

There seems to be little confusion ab out the 
foundation of Menaggio & Cadenabbia Golf 
Club on January 10'h, 1907, at the hotel Victoria 
in Menaggio where four Englishmen met and 
formed a committee with the intention of 
founding a golf club as they found it 
inconvenient to traverse the lake to reach the 
Lake Como Golf Club at Dervio on the opposite 

si de of Lake Como each time they wanted to 
play go lf. 

Af ter some searching the idea l solution, a hilly 
area in Grandola ed Uniti near Menaggio was 
fOllnd most importantly near the homes of two 
of the founding members and a 9·hole course 
was laid out and opened for play in spring 1907. 

Still today the club is considered to be the most 
British of all golf clubs in Italy, not on ly 
because of its prestigious library, second only to 
the one R&A Collection 111 St.Andrews, 
Scotland. In all probability the greater part of 
the books to be found at Menaggio are those 
missing from the famous collection of Harry B. 
Wood, given away or sold by hi s son after his 
father's death in 19 137 

Villa d 'Este, 1909 

According to Nisbe t's ColfYear Book 1912 but 
also confirmed by other sources a third golf 
club was fOllnded on the shores of Lake Como 
at Cernobbio. There IS not much other 
information available as today's Villa d 'Este 
golf course was only constructed during the 
second halfofthe 1920's 

Conclusion 

Compared to other continental countries, 
especial ly France and Switzerland, Italy had a 
slow stan with golf. Today only Rome CC as 
weil as Menaggio & Cadenabbia GC have not 
moved courses since. 

Af ter the great war and not unlike in other 
cantinental countries il taok same time again 
until the mid·1920 before golf redeveloped in 
1taly. Today the existing classic golf courses 
such as Stresa, Villa d'Este, Varese (Luvinate), 
San Remo and Milano-Monza are remaining 
credentials of how golf redeveloped in Italy 
between the two wars. 
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Golf History fOl- Golf Historians & Collectors 

by 
Sara and Geert Nijs 

It happened on a Saturday morn ing, a dozen years ago, in our then hometown Eindhoven in The 
Netherl ands. When we came back [rom the market for buying same fresh frui t and vegetables, we 
passed a small 'brocante' (antique and curiosity) shop. In the shop window we saw an aid rusty 
'wooden' golf club. Because at th at time we were looking for a birthday present for a golf-addicted 
friend we thought th at such a club would be a nice gift. We entered the shop and after same barga ini ng 
we left the shop with that rusty club under the arm s. 

At home we noticed, af ter same pol ishing and 
under skimming light (the club had to look a bit 
decent as a present), different marks, signs and 
characters on the back of the club head and on 
the shaft. Our interest was aroused. We jumped 
onto the Internet and found a 'mer à boire' of 
in fannation about ancient golf clubs, golf balls, 
etc. When a few days later I told my golf mates 
about that rusty club, one of them gave me a 
baak let, called 'Early Golf from a cel1ain 
Steven van Hengel, written in 1982. 

Afte l' read ing a [ew pages in this baak about the 
FlemishlNorth-Netheriand ish game of colf, we 
were hooked forever on the history of Scottish 
golfand its 'Iook-alike' colf, once played in the 
Low Countries. Stlldying on the Internet we 
leal11t that in Western Europe there happened to 
be two ot her, more or less, go lf-like games: jeu 
de mail in France and jeu de crosse in Southern 
Belgium and Northel11 France. 

We found out that the sa-ca lied 'Nobie Jeu de 
Mail ' died already hundreds of years ago, af ter 
an existence of a few hundred years. 

Also the game of colf, as we learnt from the 
baak of Steven van Hengel, died more than 300 
years ago. When thi s game ceased to exist 
around 1700 after more than 400 years of 
existence a new game became popular, the 
indoor game of 'kolf in wh ich hardly the 
origina l co lf game could be recognised. 

The thi rd game, the sa-ca lied game of chou le, 
appeared to be still ali ve, somewhere around the 
city of Mans in Belgillm and the city of 
Maubeuge in France. The choule region was 
only a rew hours' drive from our hometown. Sa 
why didn't we have a look" Weil , th at was 
eas ier said than done. It taak quite a while to 
tind out that in Belgium the game was played 
around the sma ll town of Balldour, in the aid 
mining district of the Borinage. In BaudouT, 
nabady had ever heard of the game. We asked 
the post office, the bakery , people in the street. 
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In va in. At last at the butchers, af ter a lot of 
di scuss ions with customers in the shop, the 
butcher thought that same elderly people played 
a pecliliar game somewhere at the other side of 
the ca nal behind the industrial estate. 

[t still taak us more than an hour to locate the 
field , where we indeed saw same people 
playing a golf- li ke game. We parked the car, 
entered the elubhouse, explained who we were 
and \vhy we were there, and we \vere glven a 
very hearry we\come. 

We were absolutely rhrilled with seeing men 
playing with very peculiar sticks and wooden, 
'egg-shaped' balls. We were invited to hold 
such a 'crosse' as they cal led the club and even 
to hit a few of these funny ellipt ical balls, whieh 
they called 'ehoulettes'. [n the meantime, we 
were informed with great enthusiasm about the 
way in which the game was played. From that 
moment on, we fe il in love with this wonderful 
but ahnost forgotten game which they cal led jeu 
de crosse or 'golf ofthe paar' . 

_ __ Ü-

We had to go deep into the archives, museums, 
antique baakshops and to talk to loca l 
hi storians, crosse players, etc. to get a fairly 
good image of this sport. While doing all this 
research, we started to wonder wh at could be 
find out about the game ofmail and ifthere was 
more to say about the game of eolf ot her than 
published by Steven van Hengel. 

The moment we published our research about 
the 'Non-Royal bUl most Ancient Game of 
Crosse' in 2008 (and in 20 12, its adaptation 
' Jeu de Crosse - Crossage' in the French 
language) we could not \Vai t to go into the 
history of these two games toa. The more we 
fou nd, the more similariti es (and spec ifie 
dissimil arities) we di scovered between colf, 
crosse, mail and the hislOry ofScottish golf. 

The last hundred years much has been written 
about the ' modem history' of golf. Only a rew 
historians have go ne beyOlld the fi rst Edinburgh 
golf n il es, the gul1a pereha balls, Tom Mon·is 
and f'or the Amerieans beyOlld Bobby Jones . 
Our interest starts at the 'ancient' beginnings of 
the game and stops there where modem hi story 
starts. So after crosse, mail and eolf we also put 
anc ient golf in our resea rch ' rucksack' and 
publi shed our fi rst findings in the book 'Games 
for Kings & Commaners' (201 1). 

Finally, while researching, we found severa l 
non-related club and bali games of which the 
existence and the history cou ld be of val ue to 
find out more about the histo ry of 'our own' 
games. 

So our personal history developed in the course 
of a dozen years from buying just an a id rusty 
golf club into a comprehensive his tory research 
program that has even taken us away from 
acrual playing golf on the beautiful cou rses in 
Burgundy. 
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However, going into the archi ves of this world 
takes you to all kind of inte resting places where 
you can enjoy the good things of life in the 
open. 

C an Y ou H elp? 
Please write fa editor@galfika.cal11 

Stépha n F ilanovitch 

In the last issue of Galjika Magazille, I wrote an 
article about golf booklers. By a happy 
coincidence, I just bought the "Why Not" golf­
bali which was featured in one of the booklets' 
Is anyone knows more about this bali? 

JUK (Jea n-Bernard Kazmierczak) 

Here is one postcard from my collection which 
I' m unable to locate. May be one of our readers 
could help. This is a RPPC (real photographic 
postcard) so the back of it camlot provide any 
addirional hint. 

To save spa ce, we cut the top of the postcard, so 
it 's looking here panoramic. 

Below, we are providing a magnified detail of 
the postcard: the smart player - British looki ng 
which is in the center ofthe card. 
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Sam Torrance "Out of Bounds" 
Legenda.-y tales from the 19'h hole 

by 
Albert Bloemendaal , MSc 

Recently I found a vely we\come book (edi ted by Simon & Schuster, London 2012) on the life ofa well­
known and much admired tour-professional Sam Torrance. The baak gives an impression ofthe life ofa 
tour professional in the period from 1970 till 2000. 

E 
OUT OF BOUNDS 

Introduc tion 

In recent years whenever the BBC has a direct 
progral11l11e on a major golf Tournament, Sam 
Torrance is in the cOlTImentary box together 
with the absolule authority on that subject: Peter 

Alliss. Every time a joy to listen to as bath 
gentlemen have that typical deep sonorous 
VOlce rogether with th at very British 
understatement: humour. The way Sam 
Torrance comments on what happens on - and 
off I - the golf course revea ls he is a great story 
teller. The book which is the subject of thi s 
revievl, confilms that in more than Qne way. 

In fÏrst instance Sam had no desire at all to have 
his life as a tour professional made into a kind 
of biography. I-Iowever, people arOLtnd him 
pointed out he would turn sixty in 2013, sa it 
was time that all th ase lovely stories th at had 
been around him and his fellow professional s 
should become known to a greater public. He 
was persuaded but made the condition that 
persons he would talk about, would give their 
own impressioll of the period he was their 
friend and competitor 

The baak that way turned into a story telling 
publication of the life of tour-professionals in a 
peri ad when they were on their way up in the 
world of golf. That life may be hard lO believe 
by a newer generation of go lfers; accustomed as 
they are naw 10 hearing that the winner of a 
major tournament may go home with a purse of 
a million pounds, dollars of even Euros; or 
reading about the first golf bil/;onC/;re. All right, 
in doll ars of which a major share has gone since 
then to a pretly Swedish lady, but still , golf 
millionaires are a common appearance on the 
major golf lOurnal11ents. 
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Another aspect that is common to read about 
now is the presence of a fully -Oedged musc le 
exercise spec ial ist in an enormous van they ca ll 
the torture bus. No more "fat bellies" as that 
other notorious character from that early period, 
Lee Trevino, ca lled them. But only " Oat 
bel lies". Wiry muscIe loaded characters, for 
whose demon-like dri ver shot s, golf courses had 
to be extended so as to prevent players from 
hitting Par fi ves for a hol e-in -one. Par fours 
have already been subj ect for a hole in one on 
more than Olle occasion . 

No such thing in Sam Torrance's life as a 
professional. Though he had to reduce on a lot 
of life's more pleasant things, the IOrrure 
chambers of the fitness studios did not see him 
inside. Sam's tales in th is book tei l of that other 
professional's life wh en after a round of go lf 
they went to the bar for a beer, not to the muscle 
stretcher cabin. 

Life on Tour. Sam ' , earlier years 

Sam Torrance MBE OB E, was bom in 1953 in 
Largs - Scotland; son of Bob Torrance a well­
known golf professional. Sam was a much 
talented youngster who already at the ea rly age 
of sixteen years would turn professional. 
Seventeen yea rs old he joined the Professiona ls 
Tour and made his first tour win already two 
years later, not even twenry years old. Coming 
into the profess ional's world presemed him with 
much aSlOnislmlent as having spent his life 0 

far in Scotland he was not quite at home with 
that sophi sticated outside world that goes along 
with the li fe of a tour professional. Just twenty 
years old and placed for a match near London, 
he drove hi s newly spoIlsored car that way only 
to spe nd eight hours at a motorway filling 
station. He had fill ed his petro l tank with di ese l' 
He still had to leam a lot, not only on the golf 
courses. 

lt was the beginning of a career that would 
comrol hi s whole existence. He only sen led to 
the life of a married man when he was 35 years 
old. That was when he met the ravishing 
Suzanne Danielle a prominent English actress. 
They met on a Concord Oight to the USA, Sam 
for the US Open, she fo r a role in a TV play. 
Sam did not dally in propos ing to her and they 
have li ved together since that day. Though they 
got three children, they only ca me to a formal 
marriage in 1995. " In our kind of Iife, there 

never seemed time fo r a proper ma rriage 
ceremony" Sam said. 

Basical ly life on the Tour has not changed all 
that much si nce those earl ier days, though the 
genera I public might see this different ly, g iven 
the millions of dollars and euro's that are now 
spent on tournament winnings. The great arnly 
of "journey men" 6is full of ta lented golfe rs 
trying to make a li ving out of playing golf just 
as it was in the earl ier years. Some are making 
it to the IOp and thei r names appear in the 
money list. In the period Sam Torrance is 
referring to roughly from 1970 till 2000 al most 
all the "Greats" had started li ving in mediocre 
hotels sharing rooms with one or even two 
fellow golfers on tour. Travel in the earlier 
period was often by car sharing with one or two 
others. They might weil be their main 
competi tors in the following days but they 
never made much out of that as long as the bills 
were shared. 

In Sam 's book those first twenry he is referring 
to, are full of tales j ust about th at phenomenon. 
Close fr iendships hardly suffered fTom having 
to share room and transport. It was a factor that 
simply be longed to professiona l sp0l1 in those 
days. No wonder that, Sam's tales are 10aded 
with stories about what happened during and 
af ter matches. Those who may remember Sam's 
appearances in the years till 1990 when he 
would show up in TV recorded matches, can 
sti ll picture him with di stinct "embonpo int" and 
a self-rolled cigarene behi nd the ear. Li fe on the 
tour was decided ly different then. 

The memories of hi s friends from those days, 
teil stOl·ies that wou ld have sem sponsors, if 
they would have known, ru shing off to their 
lawyers to prevent damage to their high 
reputation. Sam and his fr iends of those days 
did not care. They had their own view of a tour 
professiona l' s li fe and lived by the old adage: 
All work and no play make a dull fellow. And 
though Sam was - and many a time IS - in the 
forefront of the fun, hi s highly successful career 
proves that he truly lived for his profession. 
Maybe the most significant fa ct being, that after 

6 "Joumeyman is an old term for the roving 
apprentices who had 10 pass I\vo 10 fi ve years 
roaming through the country proving their skilIs in 
order to be co me a recognized "master", In Gennan .. 
·'Wandergesell" Tbe term is now taken for the 
professional going from toumament to toumament. 
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having been part of the EU Ryder Cup team 
from 198 1 till 1999 he was the successful 
captai n of the 2002 Ryder Cup team which once 
more retain ed 1hat prestigious prize in the EU. 

Tales of Iife on tour by his tour fellows. 

T hough there are still quite same interesting 
characters on the tour, in Europe as weil as in 
the USA, reading the stories told by Sam's 
cOInrades in the pro fession, one might be 
incl ined to sigh: those were the days. 
Sportspersons men and wamen, are 50 crowded 
with obl igations to their much needed sponsors 
that they can hardly afford to be allowed even 
the tin iest step out of line. It might hurt the 
replJtation of a sponsOl· 's product with negative 
effects on sal es. It is therefore so amusing to 
read what other characters, be it official s, 
caddies or fe llow competitors remember fro m 
those days. Much of it may be regarded as 
highl y impossible nowadays; which makes it all 
the more amusing. 

But to first sketch a picture what life on tour in 
the earli er days might illvolve, an impress ion 
Sam gives of one of his matches on the th en 
weil repUled " Safari Tour". 

There was lhat time wh en a tournament in 
Nigeria coincided with a military coup. Sam 
and his fell ow panicipants were met at the 
airport by an expat family, their host for the 
days as hotels were impossible for the lac k of 
clean water and an overdose of uninvited flying 
objects like aggressive spi ders and mosquito's. 
Th e next day when dri ving to the 'course, they 
were stopped at gunpo int , had to hand over the 

keys to the car and were then left at the 
roadside. Car and go lf-bag go ne and so was th e 
toumament. They taak it all in their stri de. 

Stillthere was ftm, loads of fun when Sam starts 
on hi s c learl y favourite subject: the nin eteenth 
hole. "Golf is a very soeial game" he assures us 
and goes on te lling about it in a very convincing 
way assuring us of that truth. "The nineteenth 
hole accommodates p layers straight from th e 
course who prefer 10 sho\ver and change shoes 
later. .. " g ives the proper impression of wh at he 
and hi s frie nds feel like when it 's over for the 
day. 

M aybe an example of their life on the 
nineteenth hole may be provide the best p icture 
of a story Sa m tells u s about of Chri sty 0 ' 
Cannar senior \:vhen af te r a binge night 
together, he proceeded to the fi rst tee with a 
111001Umental hangover. "Could yOll get me 
same b laek eoffee" he asked a joulllalisl 
hanging a round for a "story". The man however 
pointed out to him that staggering to the tee 
with a eup of black coffee in the hand, might 
give a pO Of impression. "Wei l, can you th en 
fetch same very black coffee, head to the 200 
yards marker, pace off sixty-five paces flll1he r 
and wait in the woods for me .. " O'Connor 
pleaded. The joumalist could not refuse tha t 
plea smelling a good StOly, sa he did what 
O 'Connor had specified and waited under the 
trees. Same moments later he heard the crack of 
a ba li penetrating the branches and saw the bali 
dropping only a few yards away from him and 
the coffee. It is tales like that wh ich g ive an 
impression of the li fe on tour then of whieh 
Sam, judging frol11 hi s tales, was an enthusiastic 
participant. 

Fo r the admirer of great stories from the days 
Sam is referring to, a story in the book told by 
Brian Barnes cannot be left out. Brian Barnes 
still is a legend from the earl ier days of the 
professional tour. He was such a eharacter that, 
\vherever in the go lf world one might mention 
hi s name, a smile will definitely appear. One 
examp le - not in the baak but told by Sam at 
another oppolTlInity - may il lustrate that. 
Barnes once p layed in a tournament on one of 
those very traditiona l Engl ish courses when he 
went from the course stra ight for the c1 l1bhouse 
bar. Only to be stopped by a very severe offi c ial 
who pointed to the sign at the ent ranee: Ti es 
Onl y. Barnes tu rned away and came baek a few 
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moments later pushing his way into the bar 
.. . dressed in 011/)' his tie . 

Barnes llsed t"O wear shüts with large breast 
pockets and on occasions when the temperature 
was high, he might be seen with a beer can 
stuffed in one of those pockets. 'That was 
befare the days of medics insisting of having 
just bottled water." he smirked. He even marked 
his bal i on the green with a beer can! On one 
occas ion, he was almast taken out of the 
tournament for that, as making promotion for a 
sponsor's product was strictly forbidden. 
However wa lking from the 18th green he was 
approached by a man who asked him i f he had 
Iiked the beer. Barnes made a compliment about 
it, only to be surprised the next morning at the 
first tee by two very anractive young ladies 
providing him with a buggy full of that beer. 
T! may seem here that my review of Sam ' s baak 
turns into a tale of less desirabie things 
happening, but the way Sam te ll s us about those 
days on th e tour, things simp ly developed that 
way, No doubt, Ii fe on the tour still is na joke; it 
is hard work wi th for the majority linie more 
than a medi ocre life in mediocre hotels and 
standard food, 

Meanwhil e Sam' s career went on successfully 
ho\:vever without succeedillg in \:vinning a 
major. His scores were nevert heless impressive, 
Twenty one tour win ni ngs and 43 winnings in a 
totalof more than eight hundred matches. He 
played in the Ryder Cup team from 198 1 till 
1999, 

However, when not bei ng se lected for the 1997 
team, he taak the decision to change his habi ts, 
He was now fOlty four years aid and life as he 
had known it til l th en apparently could not go 
on that way, He stopped smoking and "went on 
the wagon for two years" as he called it. He 
fun her started tra in ing in the gym, taak thi tteen 
kilo ' s of his we ight and gat fit. But successes 
did not come the way he had expected. Then a 
year later he had to pull out of The Open with a 
back injury. He phoned his wife Suzanne. 'Tm 
nat elected for the Ryder Cup, I pulled out of 
the Open my carreer may be over and 1' 11 be 
forty six next monlh" . '"Sam", Suzanne said,"1 
think you shou ld have a drink !" He agreed and 
took a plane home. There, af ter a battle of wine 
and a beer together, the two years of abstinence 
\Vere over. When the world got out Sam was 
back on the raad, hi s friend s on the Tour gave 

him a fitting celebration, " I was legless for 
week" he states in his baak. 

Getting this fa r with the reviewing of Sam's 
baak, 1 do real ise that it's almast imposs ible to 
sketch a picture of what Ii fe on tour was Ii ke in 
those days, without sketching the life at the 
nineteenth hole. At the same time, the baak 
displays that that kind o f Ii fe on tour ha rdly 
exists any langer. If only as tra vel then taak a 
great deal more time than now, An d the fa ct that 
there are many more countries thal are 
providing golf toumaments offe ri ng very decent 
prizes, Tour players now may elect to pl ay ju st 
the matches that are with in eas ier reaeh; though 
it' s true that the still ex isting "journeymen" 
must travel far and wide to co ll eet an agreeable 
income from their trade. Li fe on the tour has 
changed, As a famous other character of those 
ea rl ier days sa id when asked what to think now 
of Sam's 19th hole reminiseences as eompared 
to life on tour now: 'Th ase younger guys don ' t 
drink , They eat bananas and drink frui t j uices, 
and then go to bed ... " 

One more di ffe rence that camlot be overlooked: 
The picture as given in Sam's baak depicts 
almast exclusively the habits and customs of 
Bri tish players in that periad, British society 
was and for a great dea l sti ll is, dominated by a 
male popu lation, defini tely di fferent from a 
continetlta l life sty le ... "No lady members" as 
an example. In lhe peri ad of hi s baak Eu ropean 
players hardly taak aplace, There were one or 
two Seandinavians, one Gerulan and an h alian 
and a few Spaniards in the total of hundreds of 
tour players. The Ryder Cup team is only si nce 
1979 not marked " GB & I" any la nger, but as the 
" European team" 7 The naughty : "boys will be 
boys" habi ts are less apparent now Continentals 
have taken a major sha re in the Tour. Indeed, as 
mentioned earlier, soda v.later, ba na na 's and a 
severe fitness programme have taken the ir plaee 
together wi th the infl ux of continetlla l players, 
In th at sense, Sam's baak is telling of a peri ad 
th at might be over for the most part. 

Still , reading the ta les of the then naughty boys, 
does pro vide a wee bit of nostalgia for th e days 
when ji/l1 taak such a very important share of 
the life of the Tour Professional., 

7 ft is Sfill CllSfOIllGly in Greaf Sritain fa distinguish 
"British "/rom "European" as thol/glt separate! 
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Williams & Co and the first rules of golf 
in French - 1893 

by 
JBK (Jea n-Bernard Kazmierczak) 

It is aften stated that the very fi rst translation of the Rules in French was ini tially made in 1902 , by 
PietTe Deschamps for the opening of the Société du Golf de Pari s. Recent ly, we were ab le to find a 
document, di stribu ted by Williams & Co, dated May 1893 which set up a new record fo r earliest golf 
rules publ ished in France. 

, 

Williams & Co, Paris. 

As it can be read on a busi ness letter (daled 22 
February 1885, bUl not reproduced here) the 
Williams Compagny, successor of Shepherd, 
was established in Paris cel1ainly as early as 
1876. At the origins they were located I , rue 
Caumanin, in the center of Pari s bUI later, they 
extended their store size and the address was 
the indicating I & 3 rue Caumartin. 

A few years later, in 1887, we can get the 
confi rmation on the invoice (next colum n) , 
and also see that Mr G.H. Shepherd, most 
possibly the one from whom Williams was the 

successor, was still employed by the Company 
as it is him who signed th e invoi ce. 
Ini tially, they \Vere trading " Mach ines 
Anglaises et Américaines" such as \Vriting 
machines, washi ng and wringing machines, 
chums, cooling mach ines ... and already with 
games but only Lawn-Tennis is spec ified. 
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As early as October 1890, the magazine "Les 
Sports Athlétiques" was featuring an 
adverl isemenl for Will iams & Co, sti ll localed 
I, rue Caumartin, in Pari s. Thi s mUSI indicate 
thaI al lhat time, the company was becoming 
strongly interesled in sports. 

Before WW!, we can guess lhat lhe Wi lliams 
business was mainly in sports as they slarted to 
publi sh sporting catalogues. The flrst calalogue 
we know is dated 1906 (see below). The 
bus iness was growing weil as now, the address 
is l and 3, rue Caumartin. 

1906 

1 cO 3. rue Cau martin P ARIS 

T~l êp hone 288·26 
R AQUETTES. PA R.1 5 

And to ill uSlra te the cover, tenni s and fOOIbal i 
we re chosen. But soon af ter, lhe company 
dec ided to modify the cover illuslrarion and. 
no later Ihan in 1912, Ihe cover was lhe one 
which we'lI see unlill the very late 20s. 

The 1912 catalogue did not bear rhe date on 
the cover (bUl it is printed on the back of lhe 
cover). The cover pielure will remain the same, 
unlil 1928, bUl rhe year indicalion will be 
printed on rhe cover page. 

In 1927, under rhe main name " Williams & 
Co" wil l appear "Linie Frères" (an associale or 
a successor - thi s is not yer clear) and in 1929, 
lhe cover will change ro focus on golf(main ly) 
and tennis. 

WILLIAMS & Co 

SPORTS &JEUX 
Costumes de Spurts 

! & 3. Ru e Caumartin 
PARI S 
..... _TI .. "".,~ • • 

IoI.AO UJ!TTES...I'AR1S 

SUtellrul. 39, RUI Salbtt,C' lherlu , BORDEJUl 

WlLLIAWS8c~ 
LITTLE FRÈRES 

SPORTS et JEUX 

1931 

". T""-' CE H T R AL • .a 
CUTD<B!lIC ..... 

" ~"'''' .... -

One can see rhal now, golf is clearly and very 
aesrhetica lly featured on the cover: a lady 
swi nging on lhe top and a golf bag at the 
botlom lefl side. 
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A few words on golf from the catalogues. 

The 1906 catalogue only two and half pages to 
golf. 12 different clubs fo r men , 4 for wamen 
and 2 for kids were featured. T he Haskell was 
sold 32,50 francs for a dozen and the Spring­
vale Kite at 16,50. Gutta balls were much 
cheaper and a dozen of Agrippa was offered at 
II francs. It should be noted that a document 
011 rules and explanations of the game, in 
French was sold at 0. 25 francs. 

\\11\ •• "".1- l' I. 

Gu li ,. ;" 
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In 19 12, th e number of pages grew up fro m 2 
and hal f to almast 9 and the number of e lubs 
from 18 to 56. The choice in balls also 
s igni ficant ly improved as it can be seen above. 

A sporting library was featuring a go ad 
number of books. For golf, only the Massy 
baak was so ld at I1 francs and the rules (either 
in Freneh or in English) at 0,50. But the titl e 
na langer refers to the "explanations of the 
game"; on ly "rules", 

Williams & Co .nd golf. 

We have seen than befare WWI , Will iams was 
a lready aeting as a golf industry p layer. Not 

only selling, but also manufacturing (at least 
branding golf materia l). 

I I' in the 1906 catalogue we can fi nd only 
branded clubs (A nderso n & sans, J.-H . Taylor, 
R. Simpson, R. Forgan, Mill' s) in the 1912 
one, "own labe \" clubs are offered, 15% 
cheaper than the James Braid Clubs. 

The picture we are giving here shows that thi s 
clubs were manufactured by Maxwel l. 

But it clearly appeared that in 1893 the 
company was bett ing on golf. The boom was 
al ready there in Great Bri ta in and starting in 
the USA. France had a lready a feil' golf clubs: 
Pau , Biarritz, Cannes, Dinard and some new 
ones were in preparat ioll such as Paramé. 
Sai nte Barbe (Saint Jean-de-Luz) or Arcachon 
(see another anicle in this issue). 

But the infrastructures were sti Jl rare and the 
game not really kn own. Sa we ca n imag ine 
that to promote the game, the Company dee ide 
to pub lish a brief presentat ion of the game as 
well as the ru les. A fuJl detailed baak let would 
have been not realist ic from an economic point 
of view. ote than in 1893, Mariassy had not 
yet publ ished his baak - which did not refer to 
the rules a t all. 

This is cenainly the reason why, in May 1893, 
Williarns printed a 9 pages document in a fac­
simile style (handwritten and lithograph ic 
printillg) which we are reprintÎng here. 
Today this document is the earli est printed 
reference to golf in France and the earliest 
edi tion of go lf rul es in th e country. 
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In appendix, we give th e original text as many 
of om readers would be ab le to get the flavour 
of this document. 

The translation we are providing here was not 
an easy task. First beeause of our laek of 
English faci lities and also because the original 
text, in Freneh, whieh was translated from the 
English) is sometimes a bit unclear. 

Please also note that the document finishes 
with a translation of a few words. We omitted 
it in this English part. 

Tbe rules - translated back in EngIisb! 

::,.,.~" ~:'~,'~~_~.I "u • ..... I~_~ • • ~ 'oL. "I'~ .;:.14<".-. 
- - .. - -,'"'"" .7t "" ... ~t" ... .[ "_ ...... ;".; ... -....r t-...., 
<I. : IQ ,,";' ". /"" ~ ,, _ ....;_. {" .. '" l:'_i-, -l- t.~ .,.,~~ ... 
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The Game of Golf 

is usually played on wasteland, sueh as cliffs, 
hills and va lleys. It consists of a series of nine 
holes, spaeed 100 to 400 meters from eaeh 
other, according to the site conditions or the 
players ' preferenees. Eaeh hole (in its middle) 
has aflag mounted on a metal rod for guiding 
the players. 

St311ing from a plaee decided in advanee, 
usually flat called in English "teeing ground ." 

The players define a ranking and the fÏrst to 
play hits his bali in direetion of the fÏrst hole, 
leav ing it at lhe pI ace wh ere it lands, the olher 
players do the same, Following their rank. 

When everyone has played, the player whose 
bali is farthest from the hole plays again, and 
tries to get the bal i into the ho le, and sa on for 
the other players : the one who managed to do 
sa wilh the fewer strokes wins the hole. 

Onee lhe fi rst hole is won, everyone takes his 
ball and goes playing again 1'0 the next hole, 
and sa on to the end . After the last hole, one 
gets into the goal or starting point C'Teeing 
Ground"). 

The player who won most ofthe holes wins the 
game. 

Ta the benefit of the players, we decided to 
drop same [liles whieh are not nceessmy or feit 
into di suse, as, frankly speaking, the game of 
"Golf' has not one single code of laws, 
absolutely fïxed and eaeh Scottish or English 
Society has its own mies. As [or us, we refer la 
the Royal & Aneient Golf Club of St Andrews 
(Scat land) just slightly shortened. 

Every golfer must rcpair any damage he made 
to the course . 

1" How to play and Order of play 

How to play: The game of 'go lf is usually 
played by two sides each consisting of one or 
two people playing alternately. There may be 
three or even more parties, each one playing 
his own balI. 

2 i:me Order: To start the game, each party 
plays his bali from the placc ealled "teeing 
ground" on the way to the first holc. 

[n a match with two players each side, the 
partners wi ll take plaee at the "tee" alternately 
with those ofthe opposite party and all must be 
named in succession before starting the game. 
They must then keep the plaee assigned to 
them, until the end of the game. The one who 
plays the first is ehosen by the players and hi s 
side starts first unti l he loses the hole. By 
eourtesy, the one who plays first is usually a 
captain or an older member of the club; 
otherwise a toss eould decide. 

3'"'' Counting: The hole is won by the si de 
geuing the smallest amount of shots to make it 
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4cmc Start inu; ("T eeing groundll) The party 
winni ng a ho le will play fi rsl the next ho le 
(except at the beginning of a new game). This 
right is called "honour". 

5'''' Match. A tour of the links is defined as 
a "match " unless otherwise agreed before 
start ing the game. The 1!match1! is won by the 
party who has taken at leasi one ho le ahead of 
others. who had the same number of strokes. 

6' "'' Out of turn. Ir in a dua l match o ne 
player plays instead of his partner. hi s pan y 
loses the ho le. 

Place for « teeing » and the game. 
Place for « teeing » 

7''''' The bali mllst be "teed" (hit) within Ihe 
stan ing line. The bali sholild not be p layed 
ahead of these signs, nor more than two club 
length s (st ick) behi nd the signs. 

8'm' A bal i played against the seventh nde 
can be reca ll ed by the opposite party. 

9' m' A tour on the L inks. When everyone 
has p layed the fi rst ho le, the falth est bali from 
the firs t hole should be played befare the 
others. 

Several parties may play the game on the same 
fiel d at the same time, but a party should not 
p lay for a hol e befa re the previous one had left 
i\. 

10'"'' Chang in g bal Is. Balls played from the 
1! tee" should not be touched or changed, or 
moved . until all have finished playi ng the hole, 
except in cases specified in mi es 4, 5, 7,8,9, 
13 an d 16. 

If the pan ies Call110t recogni ze rhei r bali one 
could touch it only wi th the consent of each 
pan y. 

II,m, Taking off « break c lub» 
(impediments which could break a club). Any 
troublesome impediment which does not 
exceed the len gth of a club (sti ck) in front of 
the bali can be removed unless it is a "bunker". 
or sand on the raad. 

12' "'' On the sand. When a bali is in a 
"bunker" or a 11lound of earth, one cannot 

fl atten rhe land or remave the sand or other 
imped iments befare h itting the balI. 

13'"'' Sand on the course. A bali that is on 
the sand (pl aced on the lawn la proteet the 
links) must be played as if it was on the grass. 

14'"'' Flatten ing impedi ments. Tt is fOl'bi dden 
10 flalle n the bumps on Ihe ground to get a 
better position for the balI. 

15'"'' Ta see the ba lI. When Ihe ba li is 
hi dden by the grass. one ca n set ir aside but 
just enough ra make it visi ble to the playe r to 
play. 

16eme Li ving impediment. N othing thar has 
life ca n be bent, broken or removed, unl ess ir 
happens while playing the bali and in the case 
ind icated by Rule IS . 

I i"" Stopped balI. A bal i caught in damp 
eanh or sand can be released and slight ly 
reposi tioned. 

18èmc Removing impediments on the 
« putting green ». One can remove all movable 
impedimcnts on the putt ing green ex cept fhe 
bali from the opponent. 

19'"'' Lift ing up the bal Is. Wh en Ihe bal ls are 
15cm or less from each other (measuring Ihe 
inner si des). those closest to the hole must be 
removed, the other is pl ayed, and then 
repl aced . 

20'"'' Bali in water. If a bali falls into water 
the pl aye r may remave it and cha nge ir for 
anOlher one, ifhe wants: he must drop it on Ihe 
ground behind the water. This privilege 
accoun lS tor one shot. 

21 'me Bali touchin g a non-playe r. The bal i 
touching S0l11e0l1e else than pl ayers IS 

conside red good. 

22' "'' Bali touching a party player. If the bali 
touches the bali , the "caddie", th e club (stick) 
of the opposite side, or if it is 1110ved by them. 
the opposi te side loses the hole. 

23'''' A bal i hitting the players. If the bali 
hits the player or his party, or hi t his own 
"caddi e" or st ick. or is stopped by an c of Ihe m, 
or if \vhen he plays, he gives two strokes his 
balI. he loses the hole. 
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24''''' Touching to the balI. l f the one who 
plays, or his partner, touches his ba li with his 
foot or another part of his body (except as 
already specified) or with anything other than 
his stick, his party loses once. 

2S'm, Moving bali befOt'e being played. If a 
player is addressing his bali in any place 
ex cept the "tee" and makes it move, na matter 
how, he loses one stroke. 

26'''''' Pl ayin g competitor 's balI. I C a party is 
playing the opposite party's bali, his side loses 
the hole, if he plays it, believing it is hi s own 
and the Other party does not nOtiee and plays 
the other bali, the game must go on, with 
swapped balls. 1[, however, the opposing pany 
notiee the mistake and the one playing had not 
made it on purpose, the opposite party, beCore 
playing, wi 11 rep laee lhe bali as mueh as 
possibl e in the same plaee as it was befare. 

27'"" A bali moved by someone out oC the 
game or removed by anyone must be replaeed 
by droppi ng it as close as possible to the initia l 
plaee. 

28'"" Lost ball s. Playing a "match," if a bali 
is lost, the pany to whom it belongs, loses the 
hole. l f the pany camlot find it after ten 
minutes, the hole is rightfully won by the 
opposite party. 

29'"'' Braken club (stick). If, when playing 
the bali, the club breaks, the shot must be 
eounted if the remaining pieee in hand has 
touehed the ground or made lhe bali ro lling. 

30'"" « Holing out » the bali (new slaning). 
Leaving a hole, one should not have made a 
track or any other mark to point out the 
direction for the bali . The bali must be played 
directly in to the hole, and not to disturb the 
opposi te palty's bali, even if the bali is on the 
Jine. 

31 eme Mounds on the « putt ing ground ». 
Eaeh player on his turn has the right to remave 
(but not to press) smallmounds that are amund 
the holes or the Jine of his "putt"; this must be 
done by the player or his caddy with his own 
hand only. - lfthe player w ishes, the line to the 
hole may be ind ieated with a stick. 

32'm, The fla g rad. Balls near the hole. l f, 
"hol ing out" (p laying for the hole) the bali hits 

the rad flag, the player ean remave it, and if 
the bali fall s into the hole, it shoul d be 
eonsidered as good. One eal1l10t remave the 
nag befare approaching the ho le. 

When the player's bali is near the edge of the 
hole, one of the opposite palty, after finishing 
the hole, is allowed to return back the ba lI. 

Nobody should play befare the last p layer bali 
has stopped rolling. 

33'"'" Balls that should not be pl ayed. Ir a 
bali is Cound in an aid hole, it can be removed, 
dropped on the hazard and th en play. without 
losing a stroke. 

14cmc 0 . b II WI . ~ ropplll~ a a. len Jt comes Ta 
drop a bali, the player must look in the 
d irection of the hole to play and drop it behind 
him. over his head. 

3S 'm' Aski ng for an advice. A player is not 
allowed to ask for an ad vice about the game to 
his own caddie or panner' s caddie or his 
associate himself, either verbally or by signs, 

36cmc Passing a party. In the event a party 
loses a bali or Call110t find it or do nOl have the 
sufficient number of cadd ies, the fo llowin g 
party may pass ahead. 

37'"" A two bali match. A match with onl y 
two balls can always pass ahead of anyone 
playing three balls or more. 

38'"" Incomplete round. Panies who do not 
play a nlll mund on the links should always 
give way to players who do sa . 

39'"" Braken ball s. If a bali breaks into two 
or more pieces a new bali must be played from 
the place wh ere the largest piece lies. If a bali 
is just split, the player can change ir , infoffi1ing 
the opposing palty. 

40'"'" Penal ties. When there are na special 
agreements made regarding penalties, it is 
usually accepted that those who do not p lay 
according to the nrle loses one hole for each 
violaliol1 . 
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Appendix - Original text in French 
Wir" il/iria! spellil/g lIIisrakes. 

Le Jeu de Golf 

Se joue généralemellt SUf des terrai ns vagues 
te ls que falai ses, collines ou vallons. 11 se 
campase d ' une sé rie de neuf tTOUS, dis tancés 
de 100 à 400 mètres l'tlll de I'aurre, se lon les 
accidents du terrain ou au goût des joueurs. 
Chaque trou (au milieu) est muni d ' un drapeau 
Illonté SUf une lige de fer pour guider les 
Joueurs. 

On part d'ull endroit fix é d'avance, 
habitue llement plat, appelé en anglais « teeing 
ground ». 

Les joueurs se numérotent et Ie prem ier à jouer 
frappe sa balie dans la direction du I" trou en 
la laissant à la place ou elle arrive; les autres 
joueurs fo nt la même chose en su ivant leur 
ordre régul ier. Quand tout Ie monde a joué, Ie 
j oueur, dont la balle est la plus éloignée du 
trou , reCOlTImence, et cherche à faire rentrer sa 
balie dans Ie trou, et a insi de suite pour les 
autres joueurs : celu i qui arrive à Ie fa ire avec 
Ie moins de coups gagne Ie lrou. 

Une fois Ie premier trou gagné cl13cun prend sa 
balie et I'on recommence pour Ie trou sui vant ; 
a insi de suite jusqu 'à la fi n. Après avoir passé 
Ie dernier trou I' on renll'e dans Ie but ou point 
de départ (<< Tee ing Ground »). 

Celui des j oueurs gui a gagné Ie plus de trous a 
gagné la pal1ie. 

Nous avons cru, dans ]'intérêt des joueurs, 
devoir supprimer quelques règles inuriles ou 
tombées en désuétude, cal' à vrai dire, Ie jeu de 
« Golf » n 'a pas un code de la is absolument 
fixe, chaq ue Société Ecossa ise ou Anglaise 
ayam ses propres règles. Quant à nous, nous 
les empruntons au Roya l & Ancien Club de 
Golf de St Andrews (Ecosse) seltlemen t un peu 
abrégées . 

Règles 

Tout golfer doit réparer une avari e fait par lui 
au terrai n en jouant. 

I" Manière et Ordre du Jeu 

La Manière: Le jeu de 'golf est Joué 
d 'habitude par deux parties composée chacune 
d'un e ou deux pe rsonnes qUl jouent 
alternativemenl. II peut y avoir aussi trois 

parties ou même davamage, chaque parti e 
jouant sa propre bal ie. 

2èrne 0 d P I' I ~: ou r cOl11mencer e Jeu, claque 
pal1ie joue sa balie de I' endroit dit « teeing 
ground » en route pour Ie premier trou. 

Dans un match ou il y a deux parties à chaque 
caté, les associés prendr011l place au « Tee» 
alternati vement avec ceux de la partie opposée 
et tous doivent être nommés s llccessivement 
avant de commencer Ie jeu. li s doi vent garder 
la place qui leur serait ainsi assignée, jusqu'à 
la fin du j eu. Celui qui doit jouer Ie premier 
sera nommé par les joueurs et sa p3i1ie 
commencera première j usqu' à ce qu' i I perde 
un trOl!. Par courtoisie celui qui joue premier 
est d ' habintde un des capitaines ou un v ieux 
membre du club; autrement I' on peut décider 
par Ie sart. 

3i:mc La manière de compter: Le trou est 
gagné par la partie qu i donne Ie 1110ins de 
coups pour yam ver. 

4'"'' Le départ: (<< Teeing Ground ») La 
partje gagnant Ull trou partira première pOllr Ie 
trou suivant (excepté au COllll11enCement cl'un 
nouveau match). Ce droit est appelé 
« l'honneur ». 

som, Le Match. Un tour des links est 
compté un «match» à moins d'avoir décidé 
3Lltrement avant de COl1ll11encer Ie jeu. Le 
« match » est gagné par la part ie gui a pris au 
moins un trou en avance des autres, ayan t eu Ie 
même nombre de coups qu' elles. 

6' "'' Jouer hors de place. Si dans un double 
match ll11 des joueurs joue à la place de son 
associé, sa parti e perd Ie trou. 

L 'endroit pour Ie « teeing » et jeu. 
L 'endroit du « leeing )} . 

7''''' II faut que la balie soit «tecd » 
(frappée) en dedans la li gne de départ. Les 
ba li es ne doivent pas ê tre jouées en avant de 
ces marques, ni plus de deux IOllgueurs d'un 
« club» (baton) en arrière de la margue. 

S' '''O U b II . , I' I ne a e Jouee contre a reg e 
peut être rappelée par la partie opposée. 

9'"'' Le tour des Links. Quand tout Ie 
monde a joué Ie premier trou, la balle qui se 
trouve la plus éloignée du premier trou doit 
être jouée avant les autres. 
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Plusieurs parties de jeux peuvent jouer sur Ie 
même terrain, et en même temps, à condition 
qu'u ne partie ne joue pas pour un trou avant la 
partie précédente l'ait quitté. 

10'"" Changer les balles. Les balles jouées 
du « tee» ne doi vent être touchées, ni 
changées, nÎ déplacées, avant que tous ai ent 
fini de jouer ce trou exception faite dans les 
cas spéc ifiés dans les règles 4 , 5,7, 8,9, 13 & 
16. 

Si les parties ne peuvent reconnaÎtre leur balie 
I'on ne doit y toucher qu 'avec Ie consentement 
de chaque partie. 

II '"re Pour enlever les « break club» 
(obstacles qui peuvent casser un club). Tout 
obstacle qu i gêne et qui ne dépasse pas la 
longueur d ' un club (baton) en avant la balle 
peut être ótée à moins qu'il ne soit un 
« bunker », ou du sab le sur la route. 

12'"'' Marguer sur Ie sable. Quand une balle 
se trouve SU f Uil « bunker » ou SUf Uil 

monticule de terre, I'on ne doit aplatir la letTe 
ni oter la sable ou autre obstacle avant de 
frapper la balie. 

13' "" Sable sur la course. Une balle qui se 
trouve sur Ie sable (mis sur Ie gazon pour 
con server les links) doit être jouée co mme SI 
c'était SUf Ie gazon. 

14'"" Aplatir les obstacles. Il est défendu 
d 'ap latir les bosses du terrain pour rendre plus 
avantageuse la posi tion de la balle. 

1 5 '''~ Pour voir la balie. Quand la ba lie est 
cachée par I 'herbe on doit la mettre de cóté, 
se ulement assez pour pennettre au joueur de 
voir la balle en jouant. 

1 6'"~ Tout obstacle vivant. Rien qui a de la 
vie ne doit être courbé, cassé Oll öté, à moins 
que cela arrive en jouant la balle et dans Ie cas 
indiqué par la règle 15. 

1 7 ' ''~ Balle fixe. Une balle qui se trouve 
prise dans de la terre humide ou dans Ie sable 
peut ê tre dégagée et replacée légèrement. 

18'"" Pour óter les obstacles sur Ie « putting 
green ». On peut óter tous les obstac les 
mobiles sur Ie putting green excepté la ba lie de 
I'adversaire. 

19' "'' En lèvemenr des bali es. Quand les 
balles se trouvent rapprochées de 15c/m ou 

moi ll s I'une de l'autre (en mesurant les faces 
intérieures), celle la plus près du trou doit être 
enlevée jusqu'à l'alltre soit jouée e t ensu ite 
replacée. 

20' ''' Une balle dans I'eau. Si une balle 
tombe dan s I' eau, Ie joueur peut l' enlever et la 
changer pour une autre s' il Ie veut ; il doit la 
laisser tomber sur Ie terrain en arrière de I'eau. 
Ce privilège compte pour Uil coup. 

2 1 '"" La balle gui touche Uil nO Il- joueur. La 
balle qu i touche quelqu'ull autre que les 
j oueurs est considérée bonne. 

22'"" Une balle gui touche guelgu 'un de la 
partie. Si la balle touche la balle, Ie « caddie », 
Ie club (baton) de la partie opposée, ou si elle 
est déplacée par eux, la part ie opposée perd Ie 
trou. 

Une balie gui frappe les joueurs. Si la 
ba lie frappe Ie joueur ou ce lui de la même 
part ie que lui , ou frappe son prop re « caddie », 
ou baton, ou est arrêté par I' un d' eux, ou SI 
pendant qu'il joue, il donll e deux co ups à la 
balle, il perd son trou. 

24'"" Toucher à la balie. Si celui qUl joue, 
ou son associé, lOuche leur balle avec Ie pied 
ou un autre membre du corps (excepté dan s les 
cas déjà spéci fi és) ou avec aulre chose que son 
baton , sa partie perd un coup. 

25'''' Une ba ll e gui bouge avant d'être 
jouée. Si un joueur en s'adressant à la ba li e en 
tau te place excepté Ie « tee» la fait bouger 
n' importe comment, il perd un coup. 

26'"" Jouant la balle de la part le oooosée. SI 
une parti e joue la balle de la partie opposée, 
son cóté perd un trou ; si el Ie la joue crayant 
jouer la sienne et la partie opposée ne s 'en 
aperçois pas et joue l'au tTe ball e, Ie jeu doit 
continuer avec les bali es changées. Si , au 
contraire, la partie opposée remarque r erreur 
et celui qui a joué ne I'a pas fait exprès, la 
part ie opposée avant de jouer SOIl tour, fera 
replacer la balle autant que possible dans la 
même place qu 'auparavant. 

27'"~ Une balle dérangée par quelqu ' un hors 
du j eu ou enlevée par quiconque doit être 
remi se en la lai ssant tomber aussi près que 
possible de I'endroit d 'ou el le est part ie. 

28' "" Balie perdue. En jouant un « match », 
SI une balle est perdue, la part ie à qui el le 
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appartient perd uni rou. Si I'on ne la Irouve pas 
ap rès dix minutes Ie trou appartient de plein 
droit à la partie opposée. 

29'"'' Un club (baton) cassé. Si en jouant la 
ba li e, Ie club se cas se, Ie coup doil êlre compté 
si Ie morceau qui reste dans la main a touché 
par terre ou fa it rouier la balie. 

30ème « Holeing out» (nouveau départ) la 
balie. En quitlant de nouveau un Irou, I'on ne 
doil pas avoir un tracé ou aulre marque pour 
g uider la directi on de la balie. La ba lie doit 
être jouée directement pour Ie trou , et non pour 
déranger la balie de la parti e opposée même si 
cette balie est dans la ligne. 

3 r~ml! Monticules SUf Ie «putting ground ». 
Chaque joueur à son tour a Ie droil d ' en lever 
(mais non d'enfoncer) les petits monticules de 
terre qui se trouvent autour des trous ou sur la 
Iigne de son « puit)} ; cela doit êlre rait par Ie 
joueur ou son cadel avec sa propre main 
seu lemenl. - S i Ie joueur Ie désire, la ligne 
pour son trou peut lui être indiquée par un 
baton. 

32''''' Le support drapeau. La balie sur Ie 
bord du trou. Si , en «holeing out )} (jouant 
pour Ie lrou) la ba lie louche Ie support du 
drapeau, Ie joueur peut faire retirer Ie support, 
et si la bal ie lombe dans Ie trou, ce la doit être 
considéré comme bon. On ne peut enlever Ie 
support avant d 'approcher Ie trOll. 

Quand la balie du joueur est sur Ie bord d' un 
trou, un de la partie opposée, après avoir fait Ie 
trou, a Ie droi t de renvoyer la ba lie se trouvant 
sur Ie bord . 

PersOJlIle ne doit jouer avant que la balie du 
demier joueur ait cessé de rouier. 

33 ' "'' Les ba lies gue I'on ne doit pas JOuer. 
Si une balie est trouvée dans un ancien trou on 
peul I' óler, la Iai sser lomber sur Ie hazard, 
ensuite la fa ire jouer sans perdre un coup. 

34~111C Manière de faire tomber une balie. 
Quand il s ' agit de laisser to mb er une bal ie, la 
personne doit regarder dans la direction du trou 
à jouer et la Iaisser tomber par-dessus sa lête 
derriè re lui. 

35ème Demander consei l. Un joueur ne doit 
pas demander consei l, soit verbalement ou par 

des signes, à propos du j eu de son prop re 
caddie ou Ie caddie de son associé ou son 
associé même. 

36em
l! La partie glli se passe. Dans Ie cas ou 

une des parties jouant perd une balie et ne la 
retrouve pas de su ile, ou n ' a pas Ie nombre de 
caddies suffisant, la parlie qui la suil peut la 
passer. 

37'm' Un match de deux bal ies. Un match à 
deux balies seldement peulloujours passer une 
pmtie jouant trois balies ou p lus. 

3Sèmc Parties 9ui ne font pas Ie tour des 
links. Les parties qui ne jouent pas Ie tour des 
links doivenl toujours faire place aux joueurs 
qui Ie fonl. 

39'"'' Les balies gu i se cassent. Si une balie 
se casse en deux ou en plusieurs pièces une 
nouvelle balie doit être jouée de la place oil se 
trouve Ie plus grand morceau de cell e cassée. 
Si une balie eSI seu lement fendue Ie joueur 
peut la changer en prévenant la pmtie opposée. 

40""" Les amendes. Quand iJ n 'y a pas de 
conventions spéciales fa ites concemant les 
amendes, il eSI habituellemenl entendu que 
celui qui ne joue pas en règle perd un trou pour 
chaque déli t. 

Explication des MOlS 

«Teeing Ground». L'endroit d'ou Pon 
commence Ie j eu. 
« Links ». L'ensemble du terra in oil I'on joue 
composé du « tee ing ground» et des neufs 
trOU5. 

« Putting Green ». La partie du te lnin 
d'environ 8 mètres autou r de chaque Irou, 
généralemenr plat et bien enlrelenu. 
« Holed out ». Quand on vi ent de faire son 
demi er coup et ayant mis sa bal ie dans un trou 
(ou ayant fait un Irou) . 
« Break club » . Tout objet qui gène ou pouvant 
casser un baton. 
« Caddi e ». Un garçon qui pone les batons et 
guette les bal ies. 
« Bunker ». Quelque chose placée exprès pour 
rendre Ie jeu plus difticiJe. 
« Hazzard ». Le terrain ordinaire entre les trous 
et en dehors les « puning greens ». 
«Un putte ». Le coup d 'essai pour entrer dans 
un trou . 
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Reporting on hickory events - 2013 

by 
Christoph N. Meister 

As we are half way through with our continenta l hickory tournamelllS at the time I am writing this we 
are soon approaching our 2,d EAG HC European Hickory Championship at Royal Golf Club de 
8 elg ique in Ravenstein I Brussels on September 27,h and 28,h 2013 just follow ing our amlUal EAG HC 
meeti ng. 

Briol/i - Alay 2013 

After the tremendous success we had last w ith 
our ti rst and inaugural EAG HC European 
Hickory Championship in Gothenburg our 
pres ident and me are really looking forward to 
this year's event. 

The tournament will be played over 27holes 
stroke play (cut af ter 18holes) with orig inal pre 
1935 hickolY shafted golf clubs only. There will 
be a cut Friday evening af ter 18holes for the 15 
best ma le and 3 best female players (+ those on 
egua l gross score af ter 18holes.). The 9 
tin ishi ng holes starting at hole No. 10 w ill be 
played on Saturday morning. There is also a 

country team competiti on wi th two players 
(ma le and/or female) f0ll11ing a team where the 
aggregate gross scores a fte r 18 ho les will be 
taken into account. 

Croatia - Brioni. 

On Saturday, May 4th 20 13, we pl ayed our 
season opener, the first 8rioni Open Hi ckory 
Championship on 8 rioni Old Course. 

I wou ldn 't want 10 depri ve you of Martin 
Panosch's report which desc ribes so weil the 
tournament (and whic h l' m translating here): 
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"Falling ill Love 

011 May 41h. 2013 Ihe firsl Briolli Hickory 
Chal1lpiollslujJ ",as played lIear Pil la, Croalia. 
Now Ihal I have held Ih e banIIer of Ih e A IIslrian 
HickOl)i Golf Clllb Ih ere. here is a lil/Ie repal'l 
w;th a feil' ph%s: 

Th e Briolli Is la 11 ds Jusl of Ih e Istrian Coast were 
fo rlllerly sealed oIfland privately o ll'lI ed by Tito 
alld becal1le a Naliol/al Park aftel' his dealh. A 
bealllifi" 18-hole golf cOl/rse Fom 1923 was 
recol/strl/cted dIlring the early 1990's al/d 
b/'OlIght back la 18 holes ill 2006 according to 
the original plans. 

Th e sant! greens make /h e course sa special, as 
approach shOls are almos/ ill7possible. You have 
to master the "Brioni-Shot ". approach shols 
usillg a 10llg irol/ sa Ihat the golf bali does I/ot 
jllmp offthe greell. A" Ihe COllrse itse!fyol/ lrill 
enCOllnler deer, wild sheep. rabbiIs, peacocks 
al/d sea gulls breading righl in the cel/H'e of the 
course. 

Grass is 1101 C/ll by hllmal/ beillgs, bilt the 
anilIlals have raken over thaI job, somelimes 
more, somelimes less. A golfer looking for a 
classic champiol/ship golf COllrse shol/ld al'Oid 
Brioni. 

This islOlld is Ihe Irue place for al/y golfer 
lookil/g for paradise 01/ eartk 11/ the 
(Ollrl1ameJ1l rhere \rere players froll1 Dell/Jlark, 
Germally, Polalld al/d Croalia. 1 was Ihe only 
A IIstrian . 

H el/rik Wesl Fom Dellmark \\'01/ Ihe 
genllemen 's gross, whereas for my slandards J 
played a vel]' ga ad rOlflld winning Ihe 
genllemen 's nel and jinishing 7!h ;n Ih e grosso 
UI/fo rtuna/ely /h ere lVere pricesfor Ihe besl lIel 
score. 

Sofia LelalwlVska 11'01/ bOlh Ihe Ladies I/ el al/d 
grosso 

1 can ollly recon1mend (h e lOurnamel11 fo r all of 
yO I/ lIexl year as il happel/ed /0 be a/me and 
lfniqlle experience. From Salzburg, A IIsn'ia, yo u 
readl Fazalla ill 4.5 hours. from where Ihe 
is lolld is Ol/I)' a small fen )' Irip {may. Ol/e 
shollid by all lIIeallS sray al/d sleep ill Ihe 
Nep/Uil HOle/. The holel origine"es Fom Ih e 

lime of Ihe AlIslrian KliK Empire and was 
dl/ring Tilo limes ./ilrnished \\'ilh so-called real 
socialislic c/wrm. 

Not mlleh hos been i1l\ 'esled since Ihen anc! 
Ihere Ih e hOlel shows some real palÎlw 11701 goes 
weil loge/hel' wilh our hickO/y clubs. A lso Ihe 
hOlel is good l'Oluefor money. Anyone su[{erillg 
fr01l1 impeninenl weallh 11Iighl choose to reilt Cl 

Villa 01/ Ih e islalld illcludillg a blllier. " 

Germany - Berlin 

Two weeks later our EAG HC-member o lar 
Dudzus (dudzuslalolaf-dudzus .de ) invited us to 
play in the tbird 2013 Berlin Hickory Open 
Championship . Again J would Iike to share 
w ith you Martin Panosch 's ent hu siastic and 
entertaining report: 

A shorl repor/ Fom Ihe Berlill HickOl)l Opell 
played 011 May 181h. 2013 i/1 Berlin: Same of 
you alrea{!)) know Ihe Go!f- und Land-Club 
J1'al1J/see. It is Ihe oldesl cOHlinllollsly exisring 
golf cll/b in Gerlllany founded 1895. The golf 
course ar Wal/l7See lvas op ened in 1926. We 
played Ih e 9-hale course wi/h original golf 
holes Fom 1926 weil sui/ed for hickO/y golf.' 
Also Ihe lenglh of Ihe 110Ies adapled weil wilh 
0111' hisloric hickO/)I clubs. Modem COl/ rses lvi/h 
great lengths are nol a/ways the opfhnum for 115 

jusI like some aId course is o.fien 1101 weil sulled 
for modem golf clubs when il cOlJles lofa inl'Cl)' 
widlh. hillillg areas, bunker aligl1mel/( elc. 

AI Wann see Ihe gorgeous aid Iree populalian 
and excellent go!f COll rse mai111eJl(I11Ce made 
Ollr visir \'elT special. One IlOfices rlwl {here (111 

immense n/lmbers of greenkeepers al H'o rk. 
Ever sillce this weekend J 0150 kl/OW why 50 

many of Ihe hickol)l shafted golf clubs are sa 
ruslY. Never in lJly life did I gel sa wel during a 
ro/md afgolf 

The weather waS q/lite lo/erab/e when we 
s/ar/eel off hoping il "'ol/Id slay like Ihis. Til Ihe 
mid of Ih e secOlId nine the rain arrh'ed heavy 
and hOl'i=ol/lal. Of cOl/rse T did 1101 pUI on rain 
gear as Ihal \'I'ould li DI have been allthelltic, 
May be lhis lras Ih e reasan Ihal even by 
Ifl/derll'ear boxer shorts gOI wel. BUI as true 
gen!lemel1 we hm'e slIpported Ihis \Virh dignity 
and decenc)' (remark CM: J ean confinn that!) 
and of course wilh a 101 of Single Highland 
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Mail unlil when lI1y hip flask was emply. 
Nnertheless " 'e had {/ lol oJ jill1. 
After golf Jour lI1embers oJ Max Raabe Paiasi 
Orchester rounded up our lunch. Fellow 
compelilors came Fom Scolland, the 
Nelherlands, Sweden, Norway und oJ Course 
Gerll1any, all-in-all 39 players. The winners: 
Nel Genllemen Vincenl Engellilann (68 nel, 
GER.), Nel LC/dies Roswillw Leueht (76 nel. 
GER). Gross Genllemen Claes Anna (74. 
SWE), Gross Ladies Diana Sehraud (98, GER), 
Best proJessional fain Forres /er (73. SCO). f 
quarrelled a li!/Ie Hllth lI1y swing Gild {he rain 
jinishing in Ihe backlllosimidjield 

(Agai n text with kind pennission from Mart in 
Panosch, translated by Chri stoph Mei ster) 

Poland 

A few weeks later, on Saturday, June 8th 2013 
to be more precise, Sofia Lel akowska had 
invited us 10 play in the P olish Hickor y Go lf 
C hamp ionship at Sobienie Gol f & CC near 
Warszawa, Poland. Again thi s event was 
excellently organised by our charming Poli sh 
Hi ckory Lady with includ ing a very attractive 
arrangement for green fee, accommodation and 
excellent Pol ish food. The weather was perfect , 
the golf course weil su it ed for hickory golfer 
and therefore the players from Austria, Finland, 
Gem13ny, Sweden and of course Poland did 
enjoy themselves very much. The tit les we re a 
family affair with Mi chae l Edi n winning the 
gentlemen title (84 strokes) and his wife Bri tta 
Nord (94 strokes) winni ng the ladies titl e 
adding a new national title ra her vast 
coll ection. 

Defending two-times champion Czeslaw Kruk 
(94 strokes) was thi s time beaten by Jörma 
Karlstedt (86, FIN), and Gottlieb Peer (89, 
AUT) . But of course no one cou ld beat him 
dress wise. Czeslaw, almost as always, was 
aga in voted best dressed hickory go lfers. At 
least by Sofia and Christoph .. 
Tal king about Czeslaw I can only teil you how 
much he was missed at this year 's Germ a n 
Hi ckor y C hampionship at Went'Ol'f-Reinbeker 
GC near Hamburg on August 9'h, 20 13. 

Arriving at the starters hut on championsh ip 
day, our starter, Hi ldegard Lübke, imm ediately 
told me how much she mi sses the weil dressed 
Poli sh Gentlemen from Scotland . "And all my 
lady friends from the go lf club fee I the same !" 
Never mind , the 2013 German Hickory 
Championship, the 5'h edition smce its 
inception, was still a success with almost 30 
players starting. And there was also some very 
good golf played given the excellent weather 
conditions, as always I tend ra say. In the 
Gentlemen 's category Perry Somers won the 
title for a fourth consecutive time with a round 
o f 75 (compared to a I 929-Par of 75 and S.S.S. 
of 77) followed by lain ForreSler (76), who still 
holds the lowest championship round record 
with 72 strokes in 2009. Kl aus Sasse is the 
German Amateur Hickory Champion wirh 90 
strokes. Brit Gericke, a young local player, won 
the Ladies titl e for the second consecutive time 
(86 strokes) with three time championess Britta 
Nord fini shing second. 

Christian Juel (DEN) played an excellent net 
round of 70, whereas Roswitha Leucht from 
Berlin won the ladies net with also excellent 74 
net strokes. And of course, like las t year, a 
match play was played the fol lowing day 
Germany vs. Foreigners. Fortunately the match 
was halved unl ike last year where we Gemlans 
suffered a frustrating defeat at Lübeck­
Travemünde. 

O th er events. 

In the meantime am looking forward ra the 
follow ing events: 

Austria n A mateur Hickory C lta mpionshi p 
2013 - Saturday, September 7'h, 2013 at 
Golfclub Sa lzkamme rgut, Bad Ischl, Austria 
during the clubs 80'h anniversary celebrations. 

Internation al Dutclt Hickorv Open 2013 -
Saturday, September 2 1 st, 20 13 at Ullerberg, 
Netherlands 

EAGHC E uropean Hickorv Cha mpionship 
2013 - Friday / Saturday, September 27'h/28'h 
20 l3, at Royal Golf Club de Belgiq ue, 
Ravenstein 

Page 38 golfika - the magazine ofthe European association of golfh istorian & collectors 



Pictures trom Hickory Events & Championships -2013 

A few attendees befare the lectures (Poland) C. Meister, C. Kruk and Mrs E . Krasnodebska 
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