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Imprint and disclaimer 

golfika is the magazine of the European Associati on of Golf 
Historians & Collectors (EAG HC) 

The views and opin ions pJinted within are those o f the 
contributors and cannot intend to represent an ofncial 
EAGHC vie wpoint unless stated. 

The price of thi s magazine (two issues per year) is included in 
the EAG HC an nual membership of f 25.00 p.a. The magazine 
can be sold 10 non-members of the EAGHC at f IO.OO + 
postage & packi ng. 

No pan of Ih is publication may be reproduced without wrille n 
consen t o f the edi tor. The copyri ght for arti cles on coll ec ting 
and/or hi story of the game 10 the authors o f each article. No 
part or such an icle may be reproduced without the written 
consent of the author. 

*** * * E*AGH*C 
* * *** 

We welcome new members - you will find all necessary 
informal ion on how to join our association on 
www.golfika.com 

The European Association of Golf Hi storians & Collecto rs 
(al so: Association Europcenne des Histori ens el 
Coll cc ti onneurs de Golf) is a non profit. officiall y 
registered assoc iation at Sous-Prefecture de Mantes la 
Joli e. France according to the French Law 1 ~I Jul y. 1901. 
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President's Letter 

Leif Einarsson 

Dear Fellow EAGHC members, 

What a fanta stic City Paris is in September 
which Eisa and I learned. The week before our 
AGM we spent a nice touri st weekend with 
boat trip on Seine, Museums, shoppi ng and 
fine dining, the last on the behalf of Huguette 
and JBK. Thank you aga in' 

I booked my tickets very early but sadly 
enough it was one week too earl y. The fli ght 
bookings were unchangeable. We had arranged 
babysitting for our dog Hunter and the hotel 
was ordered. So Paris here we come t wo eager 
tourists who wanted to be taken care of! 

And so did Pari s' 

The weekend afterwards I made the trip again 
alone. Sorry Eisa' 

The AGM at St.Cloud got my 100% attention. 
What a golf club, distinguish and very friendly. 
Thank you Mr Jean Crespon and Mr Denis 
Fabre for all your hospitality: both on course, 
at restaurants and the clubhouse faciliti es. Not 
to forget Huguette and JBK for their extra 
ordinary an·angements. 

Finally may I also thank my fellow board 
members who gave me the honour of being 
President for the next two years. I was very 
surprised when I was asked. It 's a true 
chall enge to succeed great names as JBK, 
Chri stoph and John . I will do my very best. 

We had our first board meeting in January via 
Skype phone. The call lasted almost one hour. 
Four of us were able to parti cipate this only for 
a cost of 12 Euros - fanta stic. Among other 
things we settled the date for the nex t AGM in 
Sweden at Gothenburg GC the 20-21 " of 
September 20 12, fol lowed by the first EAGHC 
European Hickory Championship to be held on 
Saturday the 22nd. More information about the 
format wi ll come in a few weeks. 

Gothenburg GC is the oldest golf club in 
Sweden founded 1902 and has had the same 
location since 1904. Their club members are 
very honoured to have us visi ting their club. 
They have already established a six persons 
committee for the arrangement. Claes Olsson 
Golf Hi storian and EAGHC member is in 
charge. We have had a couple of meetings up 
till now and it fee ls good. You are heartil y 
welcome to Sweden. Gothenburg, Sweden 's 
second biggest town, is easil y reac hed both by 
air and roads, onl y 250 km north of 
Copenhagen. 

Minus 25°C means that golf is out of business 
for the time being but there wi ll be spring thi s 
year also to be sure. In stead I suggest you start 
reading of the three great golfers who would 
have celebrated their 100 years anni versary 
this year, Ben Hogan, Byron Nelson and Sam 
Snead. My own Triumvirate! 

The Swedish Golf Museum in Landskrona (40 
km north of Malmoe) has arranged a small 
ex hibiti on on thi s theme. Try to visit the 
museum when you come to Sweden. It 's 
worthwhile. 
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Editor.s Corner 

Stephan Filanovitch 

Dear Members, 

It is a lways the same pleasure to publi sh a new 
iss ue of the Golfika magazine. 

After a hard winter in Europe, it is time now to 
prepare spring and summer season, for playing 
golf or for hunting antiques. 

A come back on our allnual meeting in Pari s: 

I want to thank the Saint-Cloud Golf C lub for 
the ir hospitality, Huguette and JBK for the 
preparation of the meeting, and a ll members 
who were present in France. 

A special thank to Bill and Fran Anderson, 
comi ng from New York , USA et Michael 
Sheret coming fro m Sydney , Australia. 

www. gol(alltiques.co.uk 

It was really wonderful to meet you I 

Thi s annual meetin g was an incredible time of 
sharing new ideas, learnin g from ex pelts, 
gatherin g information. 

Now, a fe w word about our new Pres ident, 
we lcome to you Leif. I am sure you will keep 
the same way than the previous one, the right 
way, the "fairway" ! 

About thi s new issue, always various topics, but 
I think you will appreciate specially the new 
section , "How begin a passion". 

Thi s is your magazine, so each member can 
send me hi s story: edilOr @golfika.com 

Hickorv shaft golf clubs: Woods, Irons, & PUllers 
All sllitablefor Hickorv Play 

I have upgraded l1Iy Irebsite Il'ith over 200 oil-line 
Another 600 clubs in lily Collection 10 sell. 

DisCOll11l for 1II0Iti-orders. 
Other memorabilia 011 site lots of Gifts for golfers 
Golf books half price. Suitable prices for ilia/ch 

11'i17l7ers. 

To visit email el.lgene@gol(olltiqlles.co.lIk 
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The first players in Sweden 

Pehr Thermaenius 

This text was first publi shed in "Golf in Sweden" (20 I 0). Pehr just made a few corrections and kindly 
offered us thi s rev ision. Pehr Thermaenius as well as Leif Einarsson (who suggested publi shin g the text 
in Golfika Magazine) are both members of the EAGHC as we ll as the Swedi sh Society of Golf 
Histori ans. 

They came from Hoylake 

Stockholms Golfklubb was the first club to 
engage a professional. He was Robert Turnbull , 
a Scot who had moved to Copenhagen Golf 
Club in Denmark in 1902. He worked in 
Stockholm for a short peri od in 1907. 
Robert Turnbull was the first Briti sh 
professional to come to Scandinavia. He was 
known to pl ay his pupils for the fee after a 
lesson, doubl e or nothing, playin g only wi th hi s 
putter and giving handicap strokes. As lege nd 
has it, he never lost. 

[n 1908 Stoc kholms GK hired an Engli sh 
professional named Cob by. He was the first to 
take up a regul ar positi on in Sweden. Very littl e 
is known about him. Hi s sa lary was 60 kronor 
per month , but the club took the lesson fees, one 
krona per hour. 

The Stockholm Club then hired George Robert s 
from Hoylake, who was lured away from a job 
in Switzerland . He came in 19 10, but moved to 
Gothenburg in 1911. He stayed there until he 
died in 1927. Stockholms GK instead hired 
George Roberts' brother Edwi n, who came to 
Stockholm in 1914. 

William Hester, also from Hoylake, started 
work in Falsterbo in 1912. He had been 
engaged by Falsterbo 's founder member Erik 
Schweder in Liverpool. He kept hi s job until 
1947 and stayed in Falsterbo for the rest of hi s 
life. 

The first profess ional tournament in Sweden 
was played at Hovas in 19 16 with a fi eld of 
four: The Roberts brothers, Robert Turnbull and 
William Hester. George Roberts won with a 
score of 185 over 36 holes. 
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Ted's boys in the PGA 

The ori gins of the Swedi sh PGA were lost in a 
fire at Lidingo Golfklubb in 1999. The fil es 
were destroyed together with much of the 
greenkeepers' equipment. 

The evidence points to 1932 as the starting year. 
That was when eight professionals met at 
Stockholms Golfklubb in Kevinge for the first 
time to play for the Dunlop Cup. The 
association seems to have been founded during 
a dinner the day before the competiti on. 

The host profess ional was Edwin Roberts, 
known as Ted except when he stamped hi s 
clubs. He came over on a six month contract in 
19 14 and kept the job until 1977, the year 
be fore he died . 

Ted Roberts was a dri ving force in the go lf 
profess ion in Sweden. He had recruited and 
trained four of the eight founder members of the 
PGA . And he was a good enough dri ver on the 
go lf course to win thi s first Dunlop Cup 
tournament and two more. 

One of the reasons he stayed in Stockholm was 
that he marri ed a local girl , E li sabeth Hj olt . He 
got her two brothers Adolf and Gerhard 
interested in golf and took them on for training. 
They became the first Swedi sh-born 
professional s. Adolf was the first to get a job, in 
Gothenburg in 1927 , after George Roberts had 
died. In 1932 he had moved to Djursholm, near 
Kevinge. 

Thure Lindskog had also learnt the trade under 
Ted Roben s and was at the time hi s ass istant. 
He later moved to Salt sjobaden, southeast of 
Stockholm, where he worked for 32 years. 

The fourth profess ional trained by Roben s was 
Sven Nordstrom, 19 10-2005. He had stan ed as 

a caddy when Stockholms GK had its course at 
Rasunda, west of the city centre. He served 
under Ted Robelts and then in Djursholm as 
caddy-master and assistant. He moved to 
Halmstad GK in 1935 and was Professional 
there for 40 years. 

Of the other three professionals who met at 
Kevinge, two had come to Sweden in 1929. 
Douglas Brasier, 1906- 1991 , from Limpsfie ld, 
south of London, had answered an ad vertisment 
from Helsingborgs GK and begun work at the 
course in Viken. He later moved to Bastad and 
Gothenburg, where he stayed for 20 years up to 
196 1, and then to Atvidaberg in the east. 
Douglas Brasier also designed 21 courses in 
Sweden. 

Hi s daughter Lolo played fo r Sweden. She has 
provided research for this hi story and she won 
the Swedi sh Hi ckory Champi onship in 2001 , 
playing with her father 's clubs. 

Another Engli shman based in Sweden was Max 
Well ens. He was an assistant to the well known 
pl ayer and club-maker Tommy Renouf at Old 
Manchester GC when he moved to Sweden in 
1929. He was one of 22 who answered an 
ad verti sment from Goteborgs GK in The 
Engli sh PGA Journal. After four years he got a 
better offer from Djursholm and moved there 
and then went back home in 1939. 

The eighth fo under member at Kev inge in 1932 
was Gilbert Heron from Scotl and who had 
travell ed all the way from Os lo in Norway to 
Kev inge . He was the Professional at the 
Bogstad cl ub, Norway's oldest. Absent at 
Kevinge was William Hester in Falsterbo. 

In England the profess ionals had formed the 
PGA to defend their ri ghts against the clubs, 
much like a trade union. The objecti ves of the 
Swedi sh PGA seem to have been less seri ous. 
The members met and played for the 
C hampionship once a year. But it was soon time 
fo r some serious business, and the press ll1g 
point was the need to attract young Swedi sh 
men - as it were - to the profess ion. 

Teachers of teachers 

Jimmy Dodd , 1888-1973, took the initi ati ve. 
He also had come from Hoylake and he took the 
job as Professional in Djursholm in 1939. He 
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said he wanted to use " the raw material that 
ought to be fo und among fonTIer caddies" and 
he offered to handle both the mining and the 
refi ning of thi s raw materi al, at no cost. Hi s 
pl an was for seni or PGA professionals to take 
on young men and give them training. The 
Swedi sh Golf Un ion, the SGF, said however 
that it was not reasonable to accept thi s offer 
without pay ment. The idea was dropped, but 
that did not prevent the professionals fro m 
taking on apprentices, many of whom were able 
to move on and take jobs in other cl ubs. 

The SGF arranged its first fo rmal trai nin g in 
1955. Twenty working professionals attended 
for a week. Al f Padgham was brought in for 
lectures and clinics. It was not a success. The 
next trainin o course was not held until 1969. 

o . 
But from there on, the PGA has deve loped Its 
training into a formalised ladder of courses 
where coaches and golf teac hers advance step 
by step. Beside the golf instructi on there are 
lessons in physical education, nutriti on and 
psyc hology. Golf at thi s level was no longer 
regarded as just a game. It became a spa n and 
just like in other spa ns, sc ience was brought III 

to max imise the effect of training. 

Despite the new training, English and Scott ish 
professionals dominated among the teac hers III 

Sweden. As late as 1979 onl y half of them were 
Swedes. Therefore it was natural fo r Swedish 
oolfers to be taught a classic Briti sh swing. 
Henry Cotton had a big influence, with hi s 
emphas is on hitting with the hands. 

Thi s chanoed in the 1970s, when John Cockin 
was the P resident of the PGA and Bengt 
Lorichs was the Secretary of the SGF. They 
enoaoed the Americans Gary Wiren, Peter o 0 

Kosti s, Jim Flick and Bill Strasburgh. T hese top 
class teac hers demonstrated a new, scienti fic 
method of teac hing and introduced a swi ng that 
is powered by the legs and the back. 

Thure Holmstrom, who won the match pl ay 
championship in 1966 and played fo r Sweden, 
turned professional in 1973 and took up a 
teaching career. His first job was with tra vel 
aoent In oemar Kullenberg who arranged golf o 0 

tours to Evian in Switzerl and . It was Thure 
Holmstrom's job to take care of 80 new golfers 
each week. 

Other good Swedi sh golfers also took up 
teaching. The Briti sh professionals were not 
happy. They said that it takes more to teach than 
a few years in the nati onal team. 

Many teaching professionals were later 
infl uenced by incoming new methods, like 
David Leadbetter's "Faldo swing" in the 1980s. 
Some of the m took on the new fads uncritica ll y, 
says Hasse Bergdahl , past President of the 
Swedi sh PGA. Some pupils improved with 
these methods but j ust as many su ffered 
setbacks. 

We ll trained teachers help you ng pl ayers but 
that does not fully explain why Sweden does 
we ll intern at ionally. For a better understanding 
I woul d like the reader to come with me, at least 
in thought , to Agesta Golfklubb j ust outside 
Stockholm. If we are lucky we will meet Tove 
or Sara or any of the other girl s in the team that 
won the 2007 Tjejl igan. Thi s is a matchplay 
competiti on fo r girl s 111 clubs around 
Stockholm. 

The Aoesta cl ub c laims to be the first golf club 
'" in Sweden that organi zed a group to encourage 

young girl s to get started in golf. This was in 
1995 and 17 gi rl s joined. In three years the 
number grew to 70 and the SGF gave the club a 
orant of 15 000 kronor. The Club said the o 

money would be spent to foster crack golfers 
but th is had to go hand in hand with efforts to 
help all the girl s enj oy their golf. Training for 
parents was part of the programme. 

The victory in Tjejligan shows the Clu b must 
have spent the money wisely. 
Skandi a Ju nior Gol f is the name of the Swedi sh 
Golf Uni on's programme for young players. 
In structors go out to schools, spa ns centres and 
sk i resorts in winter to let girl s and boys try 
golf. 

The Skandi a Cup, a senes of scratch 
competit ions expected 10,000 entries in 2009. 
These regional and national tours are meant to 
be first steps on a ladder that might reac h all the 
way up to the internati onal professional tours. 

Thi s is where Swedish golf talent comes from. 
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THE OTHER GOLF BOOK OF HOURS 

Geer! & Sara Nijs 

Already in the late IS'h century and the earl y 16'h century pictures were drawn or painted of colf players. 
These representations in the form of decorati ve miniat ures in religious books were made by artists and 
monks, mainl y from Flanders, the cradle of the colf game. These religious books, called ' books of 
hours', were written and painted by hand main ly for royals and nobi lity. 

Ta ilpiece from {I/1 illuminated "Book of Hours" in the British Museum, executed at Bruges, 
1500-1520 

The best known colf miniature dates from 
around 1500 and was represented in the so­
called ' Golf Book ' . It shows colvers swinging, 
approac hing and pUlling a colf ball. Less known 
is a similar illumination in the so-ca ll ed 'Other 
Golf Book ' (or 'Quaritch Book of Hours' or 
' Book of Hours of Charles V'). Thi s 
illumination dates also from around 1500 and 
was discovered and wrillen about some 100 
years ago. 

We thought it of interest to show you the article 
about thi s ill umination publi shed in the 
American magazine ' Golf Ill ustrated & Outdoor 
Ameri ca' in August 19 15, written by the chi ef 
edi tor Max Behr. 

Was golf originall y a Scottish game or was it an 
importation from the continent ? Here is a 
question that has held every writer who has 
delved in the hi story of the game, and among 
the most prominent hi storians, so far as I am 
aware, only the Rev. John Kerr and the late 
Garden Smith deny any other origin than a 
Scotti sh one. And their whole argument rests 
upon the surmi se, that of club-and-ball games, 
the essential feature of go lf, the pUlling of a ball 
into a hole, was pec ul iar to Scot land alone. The 
Rev. John Kerr in The Golf Book of East 
Lothian says: "We believe that the pUlling-out 
process, which is the essential feature of golf, 
and differentiates it from so many other club­
and-ball ga mes, was no borrowed idea, but an 
ori gin al one, and that Scot land, which has the 
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credi t of developing golf till the world has come 
to look upon it as worthy of uni versal adopti on, 
has also the credit of givi ng to it the pri stine 
featu res wh ich it has never wholl y losl. " 

Page Jrom a Book oJ HOllrs II'ritten and 
illllminated by a Flemish artist abollt 1510. It 
represents. olltside oJ the above illllstrat ion, the 
onlv other pietllre oJ early continental golf and 
ha; an important bearillg IIpOIl the histol), oJ 
the game. By COllrtesy aJ E. P. Dllttoll & 
CompallY 

To anyone who has been cu ri ous to learn 
something of the hi story of games it is a well ­
known fact that in the XV I and XV II centuries 
the continent of Europe, and France especiall y, 
was overrun with every manner of game in 
whi ch the ball plays a parI. During these 
centuries France was the great sporting nat ion 
of the world and it is to her, more than any ot her 
nati on that the world is in debt for the games 
that give it enj oyment to-day. And of these 
ancient conti nental ball games the jell de mail of 
France and het kolvell of Hol land stand out as 
the ones most closely ak in to our own game of 
golf. Jell de Mail! 

That name is perhaps unknown to the most of 
you and yet it has left it s mark upon the present 
day by naming one of the most famous streets 

in the world, Pall Mall , let alone the stately 
Mall , whose broad way is bounded on all sides 
by the splendors of London. And het kolvell' 
Who of you have not noticed something 
famili ar in those old Ho ll and winter scenes, 
such a favorite bit of life which the Dutch 
landscape arti sts of the XVII century were 
never tired of depicting. Among the myriad of 
figu res disporting themselves upon the ice, 
there are always a few playing a game with 
clubs similar to our own and in atti tudes that 
leave no doubt that the game has some kinship 
to our own game of golf. 

The only pictllre oJ Dlltch golf shOlring a ball 
being driven f rom Cl tee. From a copper 
ellgravillg by Lllikell , Amsterdam. 1719 

Both these games possess nearl y a ll the features 
of golf excepting the essential one, a ho le, and it 
is upon thi s one pec uliar feature that the 
Scottish origin of golf is hung. 'at even the 
di scovery of the illustrat ion which heads this 
article had any power to sway thi s convicti on, 
fo r, the first mention of golf in Scotl and dates 
back to 1457, whereas, this illustration from a 
Book of Hours is given a date of 1500- 1520. 
The Rev. Joh n Kerr practically ignores it s 
significance by stating that "we notice a 
tendency on the part of many to 'read into' the 
pictures more of modern golf than they ca n 
bear." And the late Garden Smith , lightl y sets 
this evidence aside, rather too light ly we think, 
by writing in the Royal alld Alleiellt Came oJ 
Golf that "The Picture is undoubted ly 
interesting as the so le scrap of evidence, other 
than Scotti sh, that exists of any c1ub-and-ball 
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aame in which the mark is a hole in the ground : o 
but its importance and signifi cance have been 
absurdly ovcrstated .. . 

But the very fact that no other hint or 
suaaestion of holing out with a club is to be 

0'" . 
found in any other Continental picture or 
record, at least suggests the possibility that thi s 
pi cture is not a representation of a Flemi sh 
aame but of the Scotti sh golf. The Flemi sh 
; rti st-monk mi ght easil y have seen golf at Leith 
and Musselburgh. But even if the pi cture can be 
accepted as a proof that the hole was also a 
continental mark, or even if it were the fac t that 
it was quite a usual and well -recogni zed feature 
in foreian club-and-ball games, that would not 
prove tl~t the Scots golfers borrowed the idea. " 

But another "sc rap of evidence" has come to 
light. An other Book of Hours has been 
di scovered whi ch throws more conclusive li ght 
upon the similarity of a continental game of the 
XVI century to our own game of golf. I refer 
you to the illustration upon the first page. What 
is interesting in regard to these two pictures IS 
that both al1i sts show the golfe r as kneelin g 
when putting and that the mark in both 
in stances is a ho le; but, most interesting of all , 
thi s new di scovery shows a golfer actually at 
the fini sh of a full shot. There can be no doubt 
that we have here before us the earli est 
illu stration known of an actual game of golf in 
progress. 

The little manuscript fro m which thi s 
illu stration is taken is described in a catalogue 
of an En gli sh bookse lle r as fo ll ows: 
THE GOLF BOOK OF HOURS ; HORAE 
B.V.M. AD USUM ROMANUM, cum 
Calendari o. 
MANUSCRIPT ON THE FINEST VELLUM, 
16mo. (4 in s. X 3 ins.), ff. 183, bealltif ully 
wrilten i l7 a transitional gothic script \I 'jI It 

nllmerous small illi tials, 10 very.fine miniatlf res. 
and 49 borders, 43 of ,rhich are historialed 
\Vilh drawings of sports and pastimes 
INCLUDING GOLF, various allegorical and 
historical subjecls elC., each of Ihe 24 pages of 
Ihe Calendar being surrounded by a border 
containing Cl medallion \\'ill1 the sigil of the 
Zodiac and a representa tion of the va ried rural 
occupations of the 1110llth by Cl 111051 

accolllplished FLEMISH artisl; iu a lIIodem 
binding of while lIIorocco covered lvilh 
geometrical fOoling inlaid i l1 va riolfs CO /Ollrs i ll 

imilation of a Charles V. binding, wilh his 

device "Plus ullra " and Ihe imperial Eagle 011 

Ihe sides, silver clasp s, gi/I gauffe red edges 
Aboul A. D. 15 10 

An exqui site little volume which former owners 
have stated, and with much vraisemblance, to 
ha ve been executed by command of the 
Emperor Max imili an 1. fo r presentati on to hi s 
grandson, afterwards C harles V. The reasons 
given for thi s assumption are, firstl y, the 
Emperor's advice to hi s grandson forming the 
first page of the volume, viz.: "DeulII lillle, 
Paupes sus lie, Memento Finis," and secondl y, 
the presence on p. 64 of an esc utcheon bearing 
the device of Charl es V. "Plus ullra." Apan , 
however, from its imperial associations, the 
volume contains perhaps the 111 0St interestin g 
collecti on of drawings of children's games and 
spon s in ex istence. 

It will be noted that both these manuscripts 
were written and illuminated by a Flemi sh 
arti st. They were not done in Holland ; but 
because of th is it does not fo ll ow that they do 
not represent one type of hel kolven the Dutch 
golf. It must be remembered that 
co mmuni cation and travel was a very di ffi cult 
undertaking on the continent in the XVI 
century. Such a thin g as a standard of anything 
could not be maintained throughout the length 
and breadth of any country. Local customs and 
di alects predominated whi ch showed 
themselves as much in the pastimes of the 
people as in anythin g else . 

Onl y in such pas times as were foll owed by the 
nobility could standards be maintained for they 
had the wherewithal to travel and took their 
games with them. Thi s Dutch game of J~e t 

kolvell was evidently so popular that Its 
devotees played it the year round and under 
every imaginable condition. Owing to a lack of 
links land, with its sh0i1 grass, it was 
necessaril y a winter game on ice in Holl and . In 
the summer it was pl ayed along the streets and 
by ways of the country side, and, for more 
convenience, it was brought into the confines of 
a court which were attached to inns and took on 
some characteri stics of its own. But thi s game 
of hel ko/veil where it could be played under 
proper conditi ons in the summer time, as .in 
Fl anders, was the game of golf. Whether ltS 

ori a in was continental or Scotti sh is not for me o 

to say. 
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The same remarks can be made of jell de lIIail. 
There was a count ry form of thi s game which 
was called chicane played along road ways with 
some post, church door, etc. as an objecti ve to 
reac h in fewer strokes than the opponent. Thi s 
game when brought to the c ities was encl osed 
with palings in a space some 500 yards long by 
50 wide and was known as the game of Pall 
Mall which Pepys mentions in hi s diary. It 
became funher degraded when it was brought 
from the Pall Mall coun into the house and 
placed upon a table becoming known in time as 
the game of billiards. Pall Mall proper survives 
to-day in the game of croquet. 

The opportunity of a game surviving in its 
original form seems wholl y dependent upon a 
continuance of those conditions which render its 
pl ay possible, and further, whether the game as 
originall y pl ayed was developed to such a state 
as to possess in the manner of its playing a 
holding interest. Dutch golf on the ice, because 
it lacked the hole of golf, has disappeared and 

' ,I, lOo ' If J • ..,. 

N . .. (ur ""~,.;" . 

The Parlerre, 01 Naney 

onl y survives in a coun game with little 
resemblance to it s origin al form. Chicane, the 
country fo rm of jell de lIIail, was onl y known to 
be played in one pl ace, Montpelli er, France, a 
few years ago, and even its foll owers there were 
compelled to leave their accustomed pl aying 
grounds the roads, because of traffi c, and build 
for themse lves a number of artificial by-ways in 
a large field . 

But our form of club-and-ball game, because it 
had developed to its, hi ghest state when a hole 
was the objecti ve and not a stake, rock or ot her 
land mark, gave mankind a game possessing a 
root idea of compelling interest. No degraded 
form could sati sfy one who had once played it. 
It is therefore, first to its perfecti on as a game 
and second to the links lands of Scotl and which 
furni shed the permanent conditi ons to render its 
play possible through the hundreds of years that 
fo rm its hi storical peri od that we must attribute 
its survival to-day. Bac k of that we know 
nothing. 

-

~- ... 

This etching by Jaeqlles Callot done ill 162 1, sholl's in the fo reground a gallle of jell de paullle il1 
progress alld alollg the eelHer Iralk of the parterre a game of Pall Mall. 
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THE HEZLET - A UNIQUE GOLFING FAMILY 

John Hanna 

Lieutenant-Colonel Richard Jackson Hezlet was married to Emi ly Mary Linzee, and they li ved in 
Bovagh House, Aghadowey, in County Londonderry. He was Captain of Royal Portrush Golf club in 
1900, and his wife was Captain of the Ladies' Branch in 1898 and 1899. They had five children, the first 
four were girls and the last a boy. All the children inherited the golfing genes, and in particular, those of 
their mother. The family were reasonably we ll-to-do and go lf was very much a part of their soc ial and 
sporting li ves. It is clear these girl s did not have to work yet they will ha ve required considerable 
financia l backing for their golfing exploits. What a golfing fami ly they became, and what credit they 
brought to the Portrush Ladies ' Golf Club. The Club was founded in 1891 as a Branch of the Royal 
County Golf Club, later to become the Royal Portrush Golf Club . 

The Hezlel sislers, May al Ihe back From 
lefl: Violet, Emily an.d Florence 

Mrs Hezlet mu st have been quite a character. 
She became a member of the Ladies ' 
Committee at Portrush in 1894, when she st ill 
had a young family. Charles 0 Hezlet, her 
youngest, was still just three years old. In 1897 
the previous method of selecting the next 
Captain of the Ladies' Branch was altered. 

For the first time an election was to take place. 
Mrs Adair, the second Captain of the Club 

proposed Mrs Hezlet, whi le Miss Cox , the third 
Captain proposed Miss Brownrigg. 

Mrs Emily Hezlel Captain of Royal Porlrush 
Ladies' Golf Club 1898 and 1989. 

It was thought by all that both ladies merited 
their se lection; Mrs Hezlet had served on the 
Committee since 1894 and was a golfer of some 
di stinction. Miss Brownrigg, whi le she had only 
been on the Committee for a year had won Lord 
Eldon's pnze III the British Ladies' 
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Champi onship in 1895, and reached the quarter­
fin als. She had played number two on the Iri sh 
Ladies' team compared to Mrs Hezlct who had 
been number four. Miss Brownri gg won by a 
very narrow margin , but the fo ll owing year the 
electi on process was sc rapped as being 
unsatisfactory and Mrs Hezlet was the sole 
nominee . 

She was Captain in both 1898 and 1899 and 
remained on the Commillee until her death, 
which occ urred during the Second World War. 
As a golfer she never quite ac hieved the feats of 
her children, but, nonetheless, she was a great 
competitor. She competed in every Briti sh 
Ladies' Championshi p from 1893 umil 1924, an 
incredible span of 32 years. It would be totall y 
outrageous in present times, but she played in 
her las t British Championship aged 72, and was 
77 when she last competed in the Iri sh C lose 
Champi onship of 1929. She played fo r the Iri sh 
team on four occasions. the last time bein g in 
the Home Imernationals of 19 10. 

With thi s background, coming from a wea lthy 
famil y and steeped in the earl y hi story of the 
game, it is not surpri sin g they were probabl y the 
greatest go lfin g family ever, certainl y in 
Ireland, and also produced the greatest woman 
golfer of her era. An example of the strength of 
the fa mil y was demonstrated in Apri l 1901 
when Mrs Hezlet accepted a chall enge match 
between herself and her four daughters against a 
strong team made up from other members of the 
Ladies' Branch at P0I1rush. Included in thi s 
team was the great Rhona Adair, winner of the 
Briti sh Ladies' Championship in 1900 and 
1903, Irish Ladi es' Champion in 1900, 190 I , 
1902 and 1903. The Hezlets won the match by 4 
\I, to \I" a whitewash being avoided when Mrs 
Hezlet halved her match. 

A simil ar match was played in 1907, when a 
gentleman, by the name of T H Mi ller, who just 
happened to be the Vice-Presidem of the 
Ladies' Golfing Union, had said that as the 
Hezlets were winning so many golf 
champi onships " it was time they were put in 
their place." It did not quite work out according 
to Mr Mill er 's plan. He lost to May by the 
margin of 10 and 8. He insisted that they should 
play on until he won a hole . 16 down after 16 he 
evemuall y halved the last two ho les! 

Miss Emily He~/el 

The eldest of the girl s was Miss Emil y, who in 
internati onal golfing circles wou ld have been 
the least we ll-known, but she was a famili ar 
figure around POl1rush for a ll of her li fe . While 
she may not have shared the emhu siasm of her 
sisters for championship golf she did have some 
success. She was nonetheless a semi-finali st in 
the Ir ish Ladies' Champi onship in 1895 and the 
beaten fin ali st in 1900. A tire less worker for the 
Porrrush Ladies' Branch she was Captain in 
1920 and 192 1, and re mained on the Committee 
unti l her death in 1958. 

Miss Vio let was the third daughter and was 
twice runner-up 111 the Iri sh Ladies' 
Championship . In 1900 she lost to Miss Rhona 
Adair at POl1rush by 9 and 7. At Lahinch in 
1909 she lost to Miss Ormsby by 4 and 3. She 
made the semi -fin als on at least fi ve occasions. 
In 19 1 I she had her greatest success when she 
reached the fin al of the Briti sh Ladies' 
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Championship, but lost to Miss Dorothy 
Campbell by 3 and 2 at POItrush. 

• • I 

Miss Violet He~/et 

Florence Hezlet was the youngest of the 
daughters, and she had a most unenviable 
record of having been defeated in the final of 
seven championships. She reached the final of 
the Iri sh Championship on five occasions. Her 
opponent in 1905, 1906 and 1908 was her sister 
May , who defeated her at Portsalon by 2 and I , 
at Newcastle by 3 and I , and at Ponrush by 5 
and 4. She reached the final again in 19 12, but 
lost to Miss Mabel Harrison by 5 and 3 at 
POItsalon. In 1920 she lost to Miss Janet 
lackson by 5 and 4 at Portrush. .Florence 
reached the final of the Briti sh Ladies' in 1907, 
but she lost again to her sister May, and in 1909 
when she lost to Miss Dorothy Campbell. 

Miss Violet and Miss Florence He~/et 

May Hezlet was the second daughter and was 
born in Gibraltar in 1882 where her fat her was 
based with the Briti sh Army. The family moved 
to Northern Ireland when she was aged seven. 
She began playing golf at Ponrush aged nine, 
and won her first competition when she was just 
eleven years old, playing with just a dri ver, a 
c1eek (or driving iron), a mashie and a putter. 
She made dramatic progress and as a fifteen 
year old was runner-up 111 the Irish 
Championship. She just lost on the las t green to 
Miss Magill of Royal County Down, thi s 
Championship was played at Malone Golf Club. 

. . ... .~ 

Miss May holes the IVlI1ning pull at the 
Mallerhom hole in the 1899 final at the Coumy 
Down Golf Club 

Her next success was probably the hi ghli ght of 
her go lfing career, when she defeated, the other 
great lady golfer from Portrush, Miss Rhona 
Ada ir In the final of the 1899 Iri sh 
Champi onship at Newcastle by 5 and 4. The 
foll owin g week, havi ng just celebrated her 17''' 
bilthday she won the Briti sh Ladies' 
Championship at Portrush. 

She became the youngest ever winner of the 
Championshi p, a record she held for 112 years 
until Lauren Taylor won the titl e in 20 11 , aged 
just 16 years old . 

May won the Briti sh Ladies ' Championship 
again in 1902 at Deal in Kent. Some of the 
players were usin g the new Haskell ball , 
including May. Her opponent in the 4'" round 
was none other th an Miss Adair who, as it 
happens, was not using the Haskell ball. 
Di sconcerted by being out-dri ven by her 
opponent , of whom she was normall y longer off 
the tee, she lost her rhythm. May played 
magnificent go lf and was deadly with her 
putter. The Handbook of the Ladies' Golfing 
Un ion describing the match said " these two 
Iri sh ladies play so equall y that it is never safe 
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to prophecy who will be the winner when they 
meet. As a rul e, Miss Adair dri ves the longer 
ball , but Miss Hezlet is strai ghter in her short 
play." May reached the fina l and her opponent 
was Miss Neville. In the 18 hole match Miss 
Neville went one up at the 17''', but a 
thunderstorm broke and soaked the players and 
spectators. Miss Hezlet mi ssed her drive and 
looked certain to lose, but Miss Nevi lle 
bunkered her third shot and ended up losing the 
hole. They halved the first tie hole, and at the 
20'" Miss Nevi ll e's putt to halve the hole 
stopped ri ght on the lip of the hole. 

The following year at Troon May once again 
reached the final of the British Ladies ', however 
she lost to the former tenn is champion , Miss 
Lottie Dod, who hade defeated Miss Dorothy 
Campbe ll in the semi-final. It was a very ti ght 
match Miss Hezlet just losing on the last green. 
It was 1907 before she was in the final again, 
this time at County Down. In fac t there were 
three ladies from Roya l Portrush in the semi ­
finals. May played Miss Violet Tynte winni ng 2 
up, while in the other semi Florence was 
successfu l and so the final was an all Hezlet 
affair. May defeated her sister once again by 2 
and I . 

Miss May driving over the dllnes 

In the Irish Ladies' Championship May also had 
a great record. Having won it as a sixteen year 
old in 1899 it was 1904 before she reached the 
final again . The venue thi s year was Lahinch 
and she defeated Miss Walker-Leigh by 4 and 
2. The fo llow ing year at Portsalon her opponent 
in the final was her sister, Florence, who lost by 
5 and 4. In 1906 the same two ladies reached 
the final at Cou nty Down and May was 
successful again, by the margin of 2 and I. At 
Doll ymou nt the next year she had a chance to 
equal her fellow Portrush member's record of 

winning the Championship in four consecuti ve 
years. 

Unfortu nately she lost against Miss Magill of 
Cou nty Down in the quarter-final s. This loss did 
not deter her as she was a finali st in 1908 at 
Royal Portrush when the unfortunate Florence 
lost to her sister again . May married the next 
year and was unable to defend her title. Her 
husband the Reverend A E Ross became the 
Bishop of Tuam, and they later moved to 
England . Tragically all her trophies and 
me morabilia were lost in the London Blitz. As 
Mrs Ross she had no furt her successes at the top 
level as she concentrated on being a minister's 
wife. In add ition to her golf May was very 
involved in the activi ties of Royal Portrush and 
the Iri sh Ladies Golf Uni on. She was Honorary 
Secretary of PO!1rush Ladies' in 1903, was 
Captain of the Ladies' Branch in 1905, aged 
just 23 . Incidentally in 1904 May's domestic 
handicap was +7; in fact such was the esteem in 
which she and Rhona Adair were held that the 
LGU handbook li sted their handicaps as scratch 
- for life' All other players at that time, no 
matter what their achievements were given a 
scratch handicap for onl y three to six years. 

In addit ion to all the golf she played May also 
found time to write one of the earliest 
instructi on books for lady golfers, Ladies' Golf 
first publi shed in 1904 wi th a second edition in 
1907 
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Irish Ladies' Imem ational Team 1903: Seated 
from left: Miss Magil/, Miss Rhona Adair, Miss 
May Hezlet, Miss Violet Hezlet ' Miss M £ 
SlIIarl; Standing from left: Miss N GrallOlII. 
Miss M Mllrray, Miss C £ Perr)" Miss Mllrray , 
Miss Florence He:let. 

While the Hezlet sisters may be well known in 
Ireland, not that many peopl e will be aware that 
it was their re lationship with two sisters from 
the United States of America, which laid the 
foundation for the Curti s Cup. Miss Harri ot S 
Curti s and her sister, Margaret from Boston 
Massac husett s, dominated the loca l scene in a 
simil ar manner to the Hezlets. The Hezlets were 
competing in the British Ladies' Championship 
at Cromer in 1905 and so were the Curti s 
sisters. In fact there were enough Americans 
play ing to make up a team and an unoffi c ial 
match was arranged representing England and 
the United States. There were seven players on 
each team, but quite why it was called 
'England ' is obscure as it included players from 
Ireland and Scotland . The second game was 
Mi ss Margaret C urti s against Miss May Hezlet; 
the fourth couple were Miss Harri ot C Ul1i s 
aga inst Mi ss Elinor Neville, while they were 
fo ll owed by Miss Lockwood again st Miss 
Florence Hezle!. The Curti s sisters came to 
County Down in 1907, and in the opening 
stroke pl ay event Miss Harriot Curti s scored 88, 
thi s was three strokes behind the leader Miss 
Duriacher, and two behind Miss May Hezle!. In 
the second round of the match pl ay Miss Harriot 
defeated Miss Violet at the first tie hole, while 
in the third round Miss May was too good for 
Mi ss Margaret defeating her by 3 and 2. Mi ss 
Harri ot also lost in the third round to Miss 
Tilterington. 

Perhaps the first seeds had already been sown 
when in 1903 Rhona Adair, of Portrush Golf 
C lub, visited America and was a great success, 
winning sixteen trophies and onl y losing one 
match. It was Mrs Gri scom, the mother of 
Frances the wi nner of the 1900 US Ladies' 
Championship, who had in vited Rhona to the 
US. In a series of four matches played at 
Merion Country Club she pl ayed four of the 
most prominent American lady golfers. One of 
these was a certain Miss Peggy CUl1i s. In an 
interview. 

Rhona told the American press that ' our ten best 
ladies would defeat your ten best ladi es, but the 
margin would be very small , and in a year or 
two there might be none at a ll .' Mi ss Curtis 
took the bait and the Curti s Cup matches were 
created. 

On the death of her hu sband, May returned to 
li ve in the fa mily home at Aghadowey and in 
1923 was appointed the first Lad ies' President 
at P0I1rush Ladies' and also became a Life 
Vice-President of the ILG U. 

In compari son to the le isurely life of his sisters 
Charles had to work for a li ving. He joined the 
British Army, and was appointed Second 
Lieutenant in the Antrim Royal GalTison 
Artillery on the 8'h February 19 I 2. He joined 
the forces in France in 19 I 4 and was awarded 
the Distingui shed Service Order fo ll owing 
ac ti on at Cambrai. He was ment ioned in 
despatches three times when he was Acting 
Major. Charles enj oyed most of hi s local 
golfing success before the outbreak of the First 
World War. At PO!1rush he won T he Alexander 
Cup in 1906, 1910 and 19 12; The President' s 
Cup in 1908 and 19 10; The Adair Shield in 
1908, 10, 11 , 12, and 19 I 3, and afte r the war in 
19 19,26, 27,35 and 1936; The Richardson C up 
in 1937 and 1949. A summary of hi s major 
golfing achi evements will indicate that he was 
also a very competent go lfer. 
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Championships - The Amateur - Runner-up in 
19 14 losing to J L C Jenkins at Sandwich by 3 
and 2; Iri sh Amateur Open - Winner in 1926 
and 1929, runner-up in 1923 and 1925; Iri sh 
Amateur Close Winner in 1920; Welsh Amateur 
Open runner-up 1923; Open Champi onship of 
Ireland - lead in g amateur in 1927 and 1929; 
Surrey Amateur Open Winner 1928. 

International Matches Walker Cup - 1924, 26, 
and 1928; Welsh Intern ational 1922, Home 
Internationals Ireland 1923 - 1925, 1927- 193 1. 
Inter-Club Tournament s Royal Port rush AII­
Ireland Barton Shield team 1922 and Senior Cup 
team in 1923. 

Other - The St George's Challenge Cup 1924; 
Worplesdon Scratch Foursomes with Moll y 
Gourlay in 1929 and 1930. 

FIRST IMAGES OF GOLF IN PARIS 

From "L' lIIustre Soleil du Dimanche", Feb, 25th, 1900 

Before the "Golf de Paris" was establi shed at La Boulie, Versailles, a small nine holes course was laid 
out at Le Mesnil-I e-Roi . There are very few documents related to thi s earl y place where golf was played 
from 1896 until 1901. We are very pleased to share with our readers thi s short tex t publi shed in 
February 1900 in a week ly magazine . These photographs are certainl y the earliest known of golfers 
playing there. 

One of the games from the ot her side of the 
channel which seems to get a high interest in 
France is the Scotti sh game of Golf. At a first 
glance, this game is certainly not gripping as the 
pl ayer has to strike a ball with a stick and hole it 
in a succession of holes. But for the initi ated, 
Golf is a differcnt matter. It 's a game of skill s -
lot of skill s. The variety of exerci ses and act ions 
is more than enough to get a trained sp0l1sman 
tired. T hi s is what claims Mr Victor Coli ins, an 
outstanding player and a founder of the Socie/{! 
de Golf de Paris located at Mes nil -Ie- Roi , not 
far from Pari s. 

In any case, muscul ar strength is use less as, 
paradox icall y, the harder you strike, the lesser 
chance you get to reach the goal. In fact, we 
shouldn ' t say "striking the ball" but rathcr 
"swinging" or "sweeping" it. With such a skill , 
the player wou ld give the ball enough speed to 
injure anybody crossing the path. And yet, the 

goal is not only to through the ball in the far ; 
often, the hole you play is only at a few meters 
and you need to adjust you r game accordi ngly. 

The Pari sian golfers we met at Mesnil-Ie-Roi 
kindly accepted a demonstration , so we are able 
to show to our readers a fu ll page with pictures 
illustrating the game paled by the Engli sh 
ari stocracy. 

A good course should be large enough to offer 
eighteen pots. The one in Mesnil-Ie-Roi , being 
pretty small , has only nine. Thi s is why the 
quest ion arose to findin g anot her ground close 
to the c ity. Prince Murat, an outstanding 
sportsman, mi ght give up a small part of hi s big 
property located in Acheres - for as far as he 
keeps the right of hunting on the land . It seems 
now clear that in the near future, the Pari sian 
golfer wi ll be able to play the game with elbow 
r OOI11. 
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I. Playing the 9th " pot » 
3. Approaching the 8th. 
S. A brassie shot on the 7'h 
7. A nice "sweeping" shot 

2. " Sweeping » the pond fairway 
4. " Pushing» to the 9th 
6. Finish of a fantastic "poursome" I sic} 

Photographs by Gribayeduff. 
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LEARNING GOLF IN THE CITY OF PARIS 

After the French magazine "Le Golf' , 1928 

The 1920s marked the renewal of go lf in France. The editor Plumon started to publish the yearl y guide 
of golf on the Continent and also launched a new golf magazine " Le Golf'. So from June 1925 , "Tennis 
et Golf' was no longer the only golf magazine. Even better, " Le Golf' was then the only magazine fu ll y 
dedicated to the game of golf in France. Thi s is also at that time that the c ity of Pari s started offering 
"golf school s". No surpri se if the magazine " Le Golf' publi shed an articl e related to these training 
places. We are translat ing and adapting here a signifi cant paper on thi s topi c. 

Golfer' s Club 

It was fou nded in the mid 20s, wi th Mr Henri 
Pate as President , deput y and past State 
Secretary of Sport s. A few years later, the 
Golfer's Club was li sting about 900 "pupils" -
which was certainl y the largest number of 
participants in any such Soc iety. It was located 
in the very centre of Paris (5 avenue Gabrie l -
whi ch is very close to the Champs Elysees). 

Pierre AlslIgllrell 

'ovices of the game can find here all the 
necessary elements to di scover thi s sport on an 
artificial practice where each type of stoke can 
be learnt under the control of a professional. 
The method is the standard one: learning how 
to grip the club based on the type of stroke, 
what should be the best stance, etc. 

In add ition to the golf section, the members of 
the Golfer ' s Club ca n find a fencing room, an 
ath letic room, but also a readi ng room, a dance 
room as well as a bar or a restaurant. 

Once the beginner got enough training, usually 
after 3 to 4 months, he can go and play at Port­
Marly (a few miles west of Pari s) where the 
club has an extremely well located go lf course . 

On top of a perfect organi sation, th e Golfer's 
Club offers some innovati ve aspects: it is the 
only one organising short trips to other clubs to 
play "inter-club" competitions. Thi s is also an 
excellent ad verti sing for the Society. 

Palais du Tenni s 

This Society is located 147 avenue de 
Versai lles, another posh area of Pari s and has 
hired the well known pro Curel y. At an y time 
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of the day you' ll find there someone training 
himse lf. 

Mr. Curely is a modest man when he confesses 
that the teaching methods there are the same as 
in any other place - as it is extremely difficult 
to be innovati ve. But hi s claim is the clarity of 
the ex planations and the fact that the results are 
good: comparing the results between two 
beginners, one having started directl y on the 
course and the other indoor, the second was 
hitting the ball more accurately than the first 
one. 

Cl/I'ely 

Al so, Mr. Curely is a strong supporter of publi c 
golf courses and he believes that thi s would be 
an excellent business for whoever stal1ed it. 
The reason is that many of the new players are 
marking time, just wait ing th at a club accepts 
their appli cat ion - so they need such a structure. 

Firmin Cavallo school 

Thi s school is located 17 rue de Marignan at 
half a mile di stance from the Golfer' s Club. The 
professional Fi rmin Cavallo (often call ed "Fifi 

I 
Cavall o") cleverly redesigned an old stable 
into an excellent Hindoor course". 

Mr Cavallo has a twenty years ex perience m 
teaching golf and says that thi s game has no 
longer any secret to him ! 

According to him: " thi s sport is entering a new 
era and never in the past, the fad for golf was so 
strong. Just have a look at my appointment 
book and you'll see what a busy man I am", 

Fiji (Firmil/) CavaI/o 

" We definitel y lack of golf courses. I have 
pupil s who are waiting for months to be 
accepted in a club." 

Fifi Cavall o continues "The true solution would 
be to have public courses. But who will start 
such initiati ve? And yet golf is not as expensive 
as it is said : it is possibl e to find old refurbi shed 
clubs and lost ball s are found in large quantities 
makin g the game very affordable. 

Mr. Turner. 

Finall y, we interviewed Mr. Turner who was 
tearing hi s hair out! He is looking for new 
premises and was unsuccessful , until now, but 
gives golf lessons. 

1 It is funny to read that « Mr Cavallo·· (the name 
means "horse" in Italian) established his Society in 
an old stab le! 
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Mr. TUl11er's idea is to put the player as close as 
poss ible to real conditi ons he could find on a 
course. So (as all hi s colleagues) he is ex plain 
the exerci se in a place sUHounded with a net: 
this unabl e the pupil to be trained in a tiny 
room. For the putting and pitching, Mr. Turner 
has a spec ial method [curiously 110t reported ill 
the origiual paper!} 

Mr. TUl11er is very happy with hi s pupils as they 
are soon able to pl ay on any golf course. 

As all other professionals, Mr. Turner noticed 
that during the last few years, there was a 

significant increase in the number of players but 
also in the quality of their game. 

Finally, thi s kind professor also admits that it is 
urgent to estab li sh public courses. They will 
cenainly be very successful as French people 
are sponsmen and it would be sufficient to 
make them di scoverin g the ga me to expect 
seei ng them falling in love of it. 

He also emphasize on the example of England , 
where public courses are often establi shed at 
the ex penses of the city, with a good profit. 

(See also a/ew pictures page 25) 

UNDER THE MIDNIGHT SUN 

B.E. Anderson and M. Lindberg 

"Under the Midnigjt sun" was first publi shed about 1965, in a book by BT. Batsford Ltd . It was 
contrinuted by B.E.Anderson who was golf cOlTespondent of ' Gothenburg Hansels De m St6farts­
Tidning". Thi s paper was sent to us by John Lovell , from Australia, who suggested that it mi ght be a 
nice introducti on to our nex t EAGHC meeting. 

Golf is one of those Briti sh ex pons to Sweden 
which- like the provision of merce naries -
enjoys considerable antiquity. The difference 
between the two appears to have been that while 
the Scots caught on pretty quickly (they sett led 
in considerable numbers around Got henburg) 
go lf took much longer. 

The ga me, so far as Swedes are concerned, 
rea ll y dates from 189 1 when the Gothenburg 
Golf Club was formed on Briti sh initiati ve, but it 

was another sixty years before it began 
fa sc inating Swedes in the way it has affected, 
say, the Japanese. Now, it ranks with Ice 
hockey as the fastest growing game in the 
country. 

In 1952 there were 6,500 Swedish golfers. 
Today, 2 1,000 enjoy the game at eight y or more 
c lubs scattered all over the country right up to 
the Polar Ci rcle. A tOlal of nineteen of these 
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I, 

have 18-hole courses and more than twenty 
others are now extending their 9-hole courses. 

One reason for the increas ing popularity of the 
game has bee n the country's enhanced 
prosperity, whi ch has provided golfers with 
sufficient time as we ll as money fo r the sport. 
And the Swedes, democ rati c in all thin gs, 
have arranged matters so that it is a pastime 
without cl ass di stincti on. Thus, the nati onal 
team includes a po lice constable, a grocer and a 
shipyard worker. In several industri al towns, big 
finns and local authori ties ac ti vely assist in 
providing courses with the result that indi vidual 
holes are sometimes na med after sponsorin g 
industries . 

Eager Swedi sh golfe rs are a lso buildin g their 
ow n co urses. One of the most interesting 
exampl es of thi s is the nine-hole Flommen club 
at Falsterbo. It was in the 1930s that some 
young caddies at Falsterbo dec ided that they 
could not afford the fees of a big cl ub. So, they 
fo rmed their own Falsterbo Golfing Soc iety and 
began pl ayin g oil nine holes laid out on the 
grazing meadows north of the more famous 
championship course (where the 1963 
European Team C hampi onship was he ld). 

Thi s pioneerin g approach had its advantages 
and its draw backs. While grazing cattle were 
useful in cutting back grass on the fa irways, the 
greens needed barbed wire to preserve them. By 
the end of 1935, the society had thirty- four 
members pay ing an entrance fee of Is. 6d. and 
a monthly subsc ripti on varyin g fro m I I l2d. to 
9d . accordin g to age. 

In 1946, when the club's founders were 
approac hing the age of twenty-one, the club 
proper was fo rmed. In the sa me year, fo ur of 
the ori ginal members qualified for th e Swedish 
Match Play C hampi onships and two reached 
the semi -fin als. Subscripti ons at Flommen are 
still very low; me mbershi p continues to 
increase and potenti al champi ons are still being 
produced. 

As well as the championship lin ks and the nine­
hole course, Falsterbo has as its neighbour the 
Ljunghu sen Golf Club, where a nine hole course 
is being built to supplement the full -s ize roun d 
whi ch already ex ists there. 

As he dri ves north along the west coast of 
Sweden the touri st will find a number of other 

good courses including Rya on the Sound 
between Sweden and Denmark ; Molle, a 
course which has no bunkers since it is built on 
protected hill s (called Kullaberg); Bastad, as 
renowned a centre of lawn tennis as of go lf and, 
finall y, the most famous of all at Tylosand . 
Thi s course - another which IS being 
augmented by a nine-hole round - was the 
scene of the 1962 match between Britain and 
the Rest of Europe. It is beauti full y carved out 
of vast strips of forest and rarely seems 
crowded, even during the summer. 

If Sweden's golfe rs are not shOlt of space, 
however, they do carry the handicap of a shOlt 
season. The enthusiast may dec ide to pursue the 
sun through courses scattered over nearl y 
1,000 mi les from north to south but in the 
north the golfing year is very short indeed and 
even in Ostersund, near the geographical ce ntre 
of Sweden, greens are not open until just before 
midsummer. In the south , around Stockholm, 
golf is possible onl y fro m April to November. 

When the season does alTi ve, however, it is one 
whi ch lasts virtually twenty-fo ur hours a day. 
At Ostersund, in fact, there is an amu sin g 
competiti on open to any visitor whi ch begins at 
7 p.m. on Midsummer's Eve with th e first 
round of a 36-hole stableford. The ga me 
contin ues until 5 a. m. with a generous break at 
about mi dni ght for a substantial smorgasbord 
meal affording among other things a great 
number of d iffe rent types of pickled herrin g. 
There is more to such a game than golf: the 
unforgettabl e ex perience of seein g the sun 
blaze on snowc1ad mountains at I a. m. and , a 
few hours later , re fl ec t its li ght fro m th e 
la ke that li es like a mirro r bes ide the course. 

The greatl y increased popularity of golf durin g 
recent years, parti cul arl y in such c ities as 
Stockhom, Gothenburg and Malmo has, of 
course, made fo r crowded co urses in these 
urban areas . One club near Gothenburg filled 
200 vacancies in two days after expandin g 
membershi p to mark the openin g of anot her 
nine holes. 

The situation now is that the larger clubs, with 
entrance fees exceeding 30 guineas and annual 
subscriptions of 25 guineas, have between 800 
and 900 members eac h. At such holiday resorts 
as Tylosand, Bastad and Falsterbo the pl ayer 
hoping for a round (l ikely to las t up to five 
hours) has to book in advance. 
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Foreign visitors-who are al ways welcome­
and Swedes alike-may also participate in a 
number of "golfing week s" being arranged at 
certain clubs durin g the holiday season. These 
contests are often run in two or three di visions. 
Green fees for vi sitors, incidentall y, vary from 
I Ss. to 30s. at week-ends. 

What is di stinctl y Swedi sh about Swedi sh 
golf? One of the obvious di ffe rences is the 
degree of equality which wo men pl ayers enj oy 
here (as elsewhere in Swedi sh life). The ladies 
pl ay regul arl y in the same club competitions as 
well as enj oy ing-in some clubs-spec ial 
"Iadies' days" . Since the game has developed 
comparati vely recentl y, the emphas is has been 
on building courses, so that clubhouses are still 
sometimes no more than a hope for the future. 

The average Swede does n't mind thi s and if he 
finds conditions somew hat spartan - no caddies, 
no restaurants, no bar - compared with Briti sh 
standards he is like ly to remark that Swedi sh 
clubs are open to anyone regardless of hi s 
educati on or social standing. 

What is more, it is likely that most of the 
me mbers of any club will have contributed 
greatl y during their spare time to the creation of 
the club . Catering, for instance, is sometimes 
done on a rota basis among the lady members. 
Full-time secretaries are empl oyed onl y by a 
few big clubs and even the green-keeping staff 
seems thinner on the ground than in Britain . 
These thin gs ha ve not deterred fore ign 
go lfers from enj oy ing th eir visit s to S wede n, 
for the best of the Swedi sh courses are good by 
any standard and the atmosphere is di stinctly 
friendl y. 

Nor does the absence of fireside comforts seem 
to have prevented the appearance of a fair 
number of Swedes of good European class in 
recent years . These ha ve included the winners 
of the European Team Championships at 
Barcelona in 1959 and Brussels, 196 1. 

The grand old man of Swedi sh golf is Erik 
Runfelt, fifteen times national champion and 
thirteen times senior champion . In 1960, at the 
age of sixty-seven, he was still runner-up in the 
senior competiti on. Major Runfelt is one of fo ur 
golfing brothers, three of whom beca me 
national champi ons. He was also, until recentl y, 
general secretary of the Swedi sh Golf Union 

and is still acti ve as one of the um on's 
magazine editors. 

Amon g the intern ati onals, three have pro ved 
outstanding durin g the past decade. LennaJ1 
Leinborn, a poli ce constable, is the onl y player 
to have succeeded in winning the Match Pl ay 
Championship more than once since 1954; 
Gunnar Carl ander, a re markabl y gifted 
player, became c hampion at 16; G. A. Bie lke, 
the most colourful of them all , has a brave 
style which has given him a great public 
fo ll owin g. 

Together, the last two make a remarkabl e pair. 
When Bielke and Carlander opposed Lamaze 
and Cros (France) in the European Team 
Champi onship at Ravenstein in Brusse ls in 
1961 they were losing badly on the sixth hole. 
Carlander had a socket and the ball roll ed 
under a bush. Bielke, using hi s brassie with a 
short back swing, managed to reach the frin ge of 
the green and Carl ander hol ed Ollt to wi n the 
hole. 

The Swedes were still trailing, however, when 
Carlander sliced hi s second shot on the 
fiftee nth and it had to be extracted from under 
a hedge. Bie lke lay fiat and used hi s No . 2 iron 
with one hand . The ball travelled onl y a foot or 
so and Carlander had to kneel to pl ay it. Bielke 
finall y sank the chip for a par five. The 
Frenchman, on the green in two, took three 
putts and the hole was halved. Amazingly 
enough, the Swedes won the match on the 
eighteenth with a birdie. 

The same afternoon, Carl ander pl ayed Lamaze 
and went out in six under par in spite of taking 
three putts on one of the greens. He was seven 
under par when he won on the fift ee nth . 
Bielke was fi ve up against Mourgue d 'Al gue 
after II holes but the Fre nchman fini shed with 
seven consecuti ve birdies. Bielke an swered 
with birdies on the fo ul1eenth, fifteenth and 
eighteenth and won the match, by one hole. 

These games are vividl y remembered by 
Swedi sh golfers as their finest hours. After the 
European cup was brought back to Sweden for 
the second time in 1961 it was lost only to the 
outstanding Engli sh team led by Michael 
Bonallack in 1963-the year in whi ch the 
contest was held at Falsterbo. 
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A golf school in Paris 
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An uncommon fl ye r promoting the "Go lf School" located 
A venue de Versailles. Pari s. We ll known pros: Freemantlc. 
Cavallo and Carter are Iisled. 
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The school was hosted by " Le Pala is du 
Tennis" and most of the place was 
occupied by te nnis courses. A modest 
place was a llocated to gol f. 

The locati on is a posh area of Paris. 

A rare rea l photographic postcard which 
is feat uri ng the golf school. 

This type o r postcard was ed ited in a 
ve ry li mi tcd number of copics. So 
contrarily to the nycr. it was cen a inl y 
nOl an advert is ing item. Possibly made 
ror the persona l use or the empl oyees o f 
the shop. 
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A PASSION FOR GOLF HISTORY AND 
COLLECTION 

A section open to all our members 

An introd ucti on to this secti on, by JBK - After a di nner in Pari s with Leif, our new President, Eisa and 
Huguette, our wives, we decided that we'll start a new column in Golfika Magazine. The idea was to 
share between all members how started our passion for the history of the game ... and if we are 
collecting, what tri ggered off our lovely craze. We also decided, Leif and I, that we' ll initiate the seri es. 
So, thi s issue of Golfika Magazine is bringing the first epi sode of what we expect being a long affair. 
Please send your story to Stephan Filanovi tch: editor@Qolfika.com 

Episode J - Leif Einarsson - Sweden 's Oldest Go lf Clubs? The Story Behind The Headline. 

In the midst of the 1980s I happened to 
overhear a conversation betwee n an old man 
and the owner of a golf shop. The gentl eman 
was asking the owner if he wou ld be interested 
in buying an old set- A ni ce canvas bag and a 
bunch of hickories. 

"Absolutely not! We are not buying that sort of 
j unk", was the reply. In a sorrowful mood the 
old man left the shop. Having overheard the 
brief conversati on I was intri gued, I ran out and 
asked the old chap to show me what he had in 
the bag. T here were about I S old hickory c lubs. 
As I had never seen hickory clubs before, I 
reall y had no idea what they were nor how 
much they might be W0l1 h, I just li stened to hi s 
story; Hi s grandfather had played golf in 
GOIhenburg in the earl y 1900s. He had moved 
abroad in 1930 and hi s clubs had been left in a 
shed ever since. I fou nd the clubs very anracti ve 
and he needed some money, so for ISOO SEK 
( I SO Euros) I went home with the trash, put 
them in my anic and forgot all about it. 

Some years later, an old frie nd turned SO and 
being told that he was interested in old golf 
clubs I suddenly remembered my clubs. As a 

birt hday treat, I presented him with a Mashie 
Hammer c1eek, marked George Roberts 
GOIhenburg Gc. (The specific information 
about the clubs I acquired much later, at the 
time I didn ' t have the slightest clue). 
To make a long story short, the bag included: 
Four smooth faced F H Ayres clubs from 1885, 
95, three Spalding Hammer brand , engraved 
wi th the name of George Roberts, professional 
at GOIhenburg GC 19 11-27, a set of four 
Ley land & Birmingham Rubber Company irons 
and a driver, all with Max Wellcns' name 
engraved (also a pro at Gothenburg GC). There 
was also one lad ies mashie stamped P. Roberts 
Southport & Ainsdale, Birkdale . Could he be 
the fo rth brother? Charl es Robert s at Woolton 
GC was the oldest of the brothers and he taught 
George hi s job. Woo lton was the name of the 
golf club where he had worked prior to leaving 
for Sweden. 

Thi s is probably news for Peter Georgiady as 
this connection, both to Woolton and 
GOIhenburg, as well as the fact that Max 
Well ens had been working both at Gothenburg 
GC 1929-32 and at Djursholm 1933-39, all go 
unmentioned in hi s "Compendium of British 
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Cl ub Makers". The most sensational club 
included was a bulldog brassie/spoon made by 
George's youngest brother Edwin (Ted) 
Roberts, pro at Stockholm GC 19 14-1978 (Yes 
64 years !) Additi onall y there were also a couple 
of unmarked woods from the same era. 

These clubs mark the beginning of my 
collecting life, a coll ection which now includes 
golf books in Swedi sh (I have got about six 
hundred titles up till now) and about the same 
amount of books written in Engli sh, mostl y 
dated before 1950, as well as a selection of 

Episode 2 - JBK - Serendipity in Golf Collecting 

My passion started in 1988 when I discovered 
that golf was a much older game that I could 
have suspected. 

It was in the autumn. I was waiting in my car 
and decided to listen to the radio. The journali st 
was presenting a new book by Andn,-Jean 
Lafaurie. I knew the writer as, at that time, he 
was the editor of a French magazine: Golf 
Europeen. He was also a fine journali st on 
Canal -Plus a TV channel, broadcasting all the 
maj or golf events and offering a monthl y golf 
magazine. His comments were often made in 
duet, with Bernard Pascassio, the great French 
champi on player. 

Andre-J ean just wrote and publi shed a book on 
golf hi story. The book was a strong in-quarto, 
458 pages of heavy pages, relating the complete 
hi story of golf, from its ori gins in 1304 until 
now. I always liked books - all kind of books; I 
appreciated the style of Andre-Jean when he was 
commenting golf event s on the TV; I suspected 
that golf had a fa ntastic history: Three good 
reasons to buy the book. And to buy it soon, as 
there was an additional incenti ve: a special price 
before the end of the year' 

The hi story was very complete, and, as a novice, 
I didn ' t fin d any reason to buy more books on 
the ori gins of golf . . except that Andre-J ean 
was referrin g to a book on Golf written as earl y 
as 19 11 by Arnaud Massy. At that time, I was 
not introduced in the world of coll ecting and 

hickories made by a pro who have worked 111 

Sweden. 

F H Ayres clubs still remain my main interest. I 
have some 40 di fferent cl ubs from this London 
based company both with their " Maltese Cross 
" cl eek mark or just simply stamped wi th F H 
A YRES in block letters. If you have a club 
from thi s makerlretailer, please let me know. 

Could thi s story be the proof that my clubs are 
the oldest known clubs connected to Sweden? 
Who knows' 

imagined that it must be impossible to find such 
a book - except in impon ant libraries . 
Another route . . . 

It is several years later, in 1995, that I reall y 
caught the virus of collecting. Just by chance . It 
was a sunny week-end in April. With my wife, 
Huguette, I was dri vi ng back home from our 
golf club, le Vaudreuil , in Normandi e. But 
in stead of running fast by the motorway, we 
decided that we had plenty of time and we took 
the long way round . 

Huguelle always liked browsing for anything 
and nothing at ant ique shops. So, when she saw 
a sign ind icat ing such a place, she asked me to 
make a stop, whi ch I did - accompanyin g her in 
the shop. When I entered the Aladdin 's cave I 
saw a display with lots and lots of old postcards. 
So, instead of just waiting, I asked the seller if, 
by chance, he had any golf postcards. I knew 
nothing about postcards and , as soon as I asked 
the questi on, I thought that it was a stupid one. 
But , to my great surpri se, the dealer was not 
laughin g at me and replied "let me see if I have 
something!" Then, followed an even greater 
surpri se: he showed me two or three postcards 
from the tum of the centu ry which looked so 
fantastic that I bought them for a few francs. Of 
course, I still have them in my collection .. One 
of them is cenainl y the most hackneyed postcard 
in France: Vichy the club-house refl ecting in the 
lake. 
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This event was so surprising to me that I decided 
to learn more on postcards. On the next day, I 
visited the bookshop, close to my house to see if 
they have something of the topic .. They were 
sclling the "Neudin" - a yearl y book on 
collecting postcards. 

The fi st pages were, as each year, a shol1 
introduction to the hi story of postcards - an 
exce ll ent introduction to me. I al so found a bi ­
monthly magazine "Cal1es Postales Collection" 
with a long li st of small-ads. Most of them were 
publi shed by people looking for postcard s but a 
few were selling. 

I mailed a few letters (the internet was not yet 
developed as it is nowadays) and got a few 
proposals. The first one from a seller named 
Paulus (soon after, he retired from the business). 
I got my first Pau postcard featuring a nice 
golfing scene. The second one is M. Frasnetti -
and I' m happy to say that I'm still in touch with 
him, with a very friendly contact. It was from 
Frasnetti that I received my first intriguing 
postcard. It was a PC from Le Touquet and he 
was asking 300 francs (45 euro). At that time, I 
had only a few PCs in my "collection" and nevcr 
paid more than a few tens francs for a picture . 
So, what should I do? The picture was fantastic 
to my nov ice eyes. I asked Huguette for her 
help. I was not ex pecting that two pairs of 
novice eyes wou ld make an expect dec ision. But 
at least, I thought that theur was a lower ri sk of 
making a mi stake. We dec ided to buy it. I can 
te ll you that I have no regrets. Not only the 
scene is great, but after more than 15 years of 
collecting postcards, I only saw once a 
duplicate. 

The final relapse happe ned a few weeks after the 
first viral infection. Again in my car, thi s time 
driving to the club. The program was dedicated 
to various antiquarian events and announced a 
big postcard fair in Pari s, in June: Cal1ex po. Of 
course I immediately decided to go there. 

Cal1expo was created in 1975, wi th the renewal 
of postcard collecting. In 1995, it was still a 
huge event. Doors were opening at lOam, but 
when I arrived at 9:30, the queue was already 
200 meters long' 

That day, I bought 15 golf postcards, doubling 
the size of my collection. Among the jewels was 

a real-photographic postcard of Tom Morri s (by 
J . Patrick) which I paid 100 francs ( 15 euro) . 

It was al so the same day back home that I 
decided to stall listin g my collection and 
recordin g it on an Excel fil e - to the great 
amusement of Huguette who was wondering 
why I should take notes of each postcard of a so 
small collection . 

After I decided to mail a small ad to a collecting 
magazine, I received an offer for 3 golf medal s, 
including a nice one from Monte-Carlo. Far 
from postcards, but I dec ided that I should keep 
them ... 

Thi s passion for old paper (books, postcards, 
magazines, prints - but also sketches and 
paintings) and for meda ls is still , after many 
years, vivid in my heal1 . 

In this shol1 paper, I wanted to proved again - is 
thi s really needed? - that chance, when backed 
by knowledge wi ll always bring you lot of 
sati sfaction and pleasure. That 's serendipity in 
COllecting. 
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Pages Glorieuses - Days of Hope and Glory 
A drawing by Derso and Kelen 

JBK (Jean-Bernard Kazmierczak) 

Several years ago, when idling about in a flea market in the sunny South of France, during my holidays, 
I was attracted by a drawing featuring a golfing sce ne and referring to the Onex Golf Club - which in 
the past, was the Geneva Golf Club . It was easy to understand that th is was a political cal100n and the 
onl y additi onal infonnation I cou ld get from the seller was the inscription he put on the back " Derso & 
Kelen, Pages Glorieuses, 1932" and the indication that thi s was #92, printed on "Japan paper". It is just 
recently that I found it again when re-ordering some papers and decided to learn more about it. It was 
easy to identi fy that thi s was related to the Japanese in vasion of Manchuria. Here is a shol1 summary. 

After the Great Depression, in 1929, Japan 
planned to overcome the economic difficulties 
by expandin g its Empire on the Continental 
Asia. In September 193 1, an exp losion near the 
South Manchurian Rail way, jointly operated 
between Japan and China, became the start ing 
point of an impol1ant page of Hi story. Now, it is 
usuall y recognised that the Japanese military 
provoked this explosion, but Japan blamed 
Chinese rebels and took this event as an 
0ppol1uni ty to invade Manchuria. Subsequently, 
Ch ina asked for help to the League of Nation. A 
commission, headed by the Earl of Lyn on was 
in structed by the League to generate a report on 
the situation. 

On 7'" of January 1932, Henry L. Stimson, USA 
Secretary of State delivered notes to both Japan 
and China stating U.S. oppositi on to the course 
of even ts in Manchuria and announcin g that the 
USA would not recogni ze any treaty that 
compromised the sovereignty o r integrity of 
C hina nor any territorial changes. Thi s positi on 
is known as the Stimson Doctrine. 

A ll over 1932, Japan continued expandin g thei r 
positi on in Manchuria and, in January 1933, 
their fo rces proceeded to extend the boundaries 
of the new puppet state by an occ upat ion in 
North Ch ina. 

In February 1933, The League of Nat ion asked 
Japan to leave Manchuri a. Japan di sregarded 
thi s injuncti on and, in March, leaved ... the 
League! This was the first big failure of the 
League of Nati ons. Unfol1unately, several 
others will follow during the next few years, 
end ing wi th the tragic situation we all know. 

Derso and Kelen. 

Alois Derso and Emery Kelen were both born in 
Hungary; Alois in Baia, in 1888 and hi s friend 
Emery eight years later in Gyor. Both were 
Jews, with si mil ar backgrou nds in art. They met 
by chance in Lausanne in 1922 and became 
immediately friends. Both pass ionate about 
sketching, they publi shed political caricatures 
for 30 years. They departed Europe to the 
United States in 1938 but during almost 20 
years, they drew many cartoons many of them 
representing delegates at the League of Nations. 

Among their work, a pOl1folio of 32 plates, 
captioned in French and Engli sh, entitled 
" Pages Glorieuses - Days of Hope and Glory" 
was edited in Geneva in 1932.600 copies were 
printed by Albert Granchamp, in Anemasse 
(including 150 on "Japan paper" - whi ch, in 
thi s case example is espec iall y interesting). One 
of these plates is related to golf and war. 
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The drawing we are presenting here is 
captioned in English: "Please Replace the Turf 
(The Etiquette of Golf, Rule n° 6)" and then 
" Members of the Club are requested not to 
establish any connection between Rule N°6 of 
the Club and Anicle 10 of the Covenalll of the 
League". 

Top left of the drawin g, we have an additi onal 
tex t in French which tran slates: Golf Club of 
Geneva - Onex. Eac h time a player takes a 
divot it is hi s duty to replace it immed iate ly. 
(Rul e W 6 of Golf Etiquene). The Comminee 
regrets to note that you do not comply wit h the 
above rule. He is obliged to request you to 
strictly submit to this rule, in your own interest 
as well as for the other players. 

Hopefully, Derso & Kelen indicated the names 
of the po litician. Thi s helps to understand the 
caricature. 

The characters. 

The maj or character is clearly Yataro 
Sugimura . He served as Chief of the Japan 
Office at the League of Nations where he was 
claiming that "the purpose of the world 
o rgani zation was not to mold all nations into 
one but to effect a brocade in which each colour 
played an important rol e". 

Hi s stron g physique was certainl y more suited 
to judo than to golf and the bi g divot he is 
tak ing here represents Manchuria, the land 
Japan invaded in September 1931. 

In frolll of him, United States Secretary of State 
111 the Hoover Admi ni stration, Henry L. 
Stimson, one of the strong opponents to the 
Japanese ac tion (see the Stimson doctrine, 
above). In February 1932 he proposed to the 

Briti sh Government, represented at the League 
by Sir John Simon, next to Stimson on the 
drawing, that the United States and British 
Governments issue a joint statement making 
clear that the two Governments would not 
recognize as valid any si tuati on created 111 

violation of the internati onal treaties. 

Behing Sugimura, we can see, more isolated, 
Lord Londonderry, an An glo-lrish Peer. He 
joined the National Governmelll in 1931 where 
he got the Secretary for Air. He was known for 
being a warmonger and supporting an Anglo­
German friendship. 

Above, the two capped peop le are Joseph Paul­
Boncour from France and Pau l Hysmans from 
Belgium. In 1932 Paul-Boneour wi ll be heading 
the commission on Manchuria at the League. 
Thi s affair was a fai lure, often considered as a 
personal failure for him. Hys mans, is reminded 
as bein g the first President of the League, in 
1920. 

In the bottom we have more secondary 
characters for thi s event . Left corner: Sir Eric 
Drummond is close to receivin g the ball on hi s 
nose. He served as the League of Nations 
Secretary General from the origins of the 
League until 1933 when he became Britain's 
ambassador to Italy. 

The li st ends with three people bonom ri ght : 
Andre Tardieu , who, in February 1932, became 
for the third time, Premier of France, The 
Chinese W. W. Yen , also known as Van 
Huiqing, seems very frightened, clin gi ng the 
Swiss Giuseppe Motta 's neck. 

Any addit ional information wou ld be greatl y 
apprec iated. Many thanks. 

Wanted Feathery Golf Ball Makers Tool s for display in The Danish Golf Museum. 
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Contact: Pou l Erik Jensen, Curator, Dani sh Golf Museum 
mail : p.e.jensen@tv.dk I phone: 0045 75942958 
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" Please R. ep!'cc the Tu,-r" 
('1'1", l:Ji,/ ,ull,' .,/ I ;"l{. /:111, ,\ ". G.) 

Le Comili Ju Golf Club iodic sc.s Memb,es it ne 
enrICher oucun rapprochemellt ('"frc la ,j.gic N" 6 

Ju Golf d I'ortic!c ID du Pack de la S .D.N. 

Member! 0/ the Club arc ,cque~ tcJ " 0/ 10 a /obfiJh 

oily conncdion ~Iu:un Rule 1\"0. 6 DJ the Club and 

Article 10 0/ Ihe Co(:cnanl of the League. 

Derso & Kelel1 , "Days oJ I-lope clI1d GlolY ", 1932 
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GOLF ANTIQUES: A REVIEW OF 2011 

Kevin McGimpsey 

The author who has been the Golf Speciali st at Bonhams since 2003 is also a regul ar contributor to the 
Golf Internati onal magazine; thi s rev iew appeared in their December 20 II issue. 

Introduction. 

Golf has not of course been immune to the 
economic storms and prices have fa llen in the 
past 10 to 15 years. 

One problem faced, as with ot her co llectible 
areas is the lac k of younger co llectors getting 
in vol ved. Many of the older collectors are 
completin g coll ections of all the golf cl assics, 
so they are narrowing their searches down to the 
really rare or the small , elusive and ephemeral. 

Long nose clubs once such a mainstay of the 
golf market have gone the way of long case 
clocks in terms of demand and pri ce and have to 
be something spec ial to go above one thousand 
pound s these days. 

It is noticeable that the major auction houses no 
longer feel that their summer sales have to be 
centred on the Open Champi onship . The days of 
salesrooms be in g fill ed with visiting American 
touri sts em'oute to the Open are over; currentl y 
aucti ons are internet led with li ve globa l 
bidding from armchair buyers. 

Also traditi onal ' dealers' are stay ing away 111 

the current economic c limate. They were the 
ones who soaked up the multi -themed low end 
lots and helped with the aucti oneer's sale 
through rate; consequentl y the poor quality lots 
continue to perform poorl y. 

Converse ly, quality or rare items sold well 
throughout 20 II in all the traditi onal aucti on 
houses. 

Identifying where the next spike of interest may 
arise is not easy. There is evidence of interest in 
the Far East with the Chinese resorts attracting 
vast new in vestment. With 1,000 courses under 
construction or expected to be completed within 
the next 10 years, will their owners want to 
demonstrate their heritage with a collecti on of 
golfing memorabilia? 

The 2011 Golf sales 

Pacific Book Auctions in San Francisco started 
off the year with a cracking book and golfing 
coll ectibles sale in February . 

Lot 57 was Robert Chambers ' A Few Rambling 
Remarks on GoIr a 1862 I" edition sold for 
$ 10,200. Thi s was the second book in prose to 
be written on the subject of golf. 

A very good copy of a fragile book was lot 
233, Thomas Marsh's ' Blackheath Golfing Lays 
by the Poet Laureate', an early I" editi on book 
of golf verse of which onl y 5 copies have gone 
at auction in the past 20 years. Thi s one sold for 
$8,400. 

I asked George K. Fox , PBA's Vice President 
for hi s thou ghts on how the golf book market 
had performed in 20 11. 

" ... what I see is that the important rarities and 
one of a kind items do very we ll , and the market 
support s that kind of material. The mid level 
market has been hUl1 by the internet. Books that 
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we previously thought were rare or difficult to 
find , are now available in multiple copies 
online ... we saw many people paying premium 
prices for earl y titles with jackets to replace 
their jacketless copies. Golf ephemera remain s 
very strong and anything Bobby l ones will 
skyrocket... ' 

A good example was lot 190, a tiny di e cut 3\1, 
x 3 inches ti cket to the 1930 USGA National 
Amateur at Meri on, won by Bobby l ones, 
completing hi s Grand Slam that year. Sold for 
$2700. 

./ . 
[HE LOST 
GOLFER 

~ORACE G 
WJTCH. 'SON 

~ 
!>H'\'URRAY 

THE LOST GOLFER 

I 

Lot 182 HlIIChillSOll, Horace. The Last Golfer, 
First Editioll. 1930 ill the scarce jacket. A great 
go~ldetecli\le Hovel, Gild proving hOl\' important 
the existence of a dllst jacket becomes ... so/d fo r 
$2400 

Lot 362 was a 1947 Ryder Cup Program signed 
on the cover by all members of the US and UK 
teams. Portland, Oregon. Thi s fetched $3,600 

Mullock's held their 'spring' sa le on 28 April 
in Hoylake. The 500 lots were made up of the 
usual ran ge of single-owner collecti ons mingled 
with material from varIOUS vendors. 

Lot 589 was a rare gold 1908 Queen Adelaide 
golf medal that was awarded to Horace G. 

Hutchinson on hi s appointment as Captain of 
the R & A. Hutchinson winner of the 1886 and 
1887 Amateur Championships was in fact the 
first Englishman to be appoi nted the R & A 
Captain. 

The Queen Adelaide medal was insti gated by 
King William IV's widow in 1838 as a medal to 
be worn by the current Captain on all public 
occasions. The auctioneers estimated it at 
£5,000 to £6,000 and it got away at just under 
the mid-point at £5 ,400. 

Poss ibly the quirki est lot in the sa le was lot 590, 
a pri vate vehicle golf number plate, registrati on 
number ' S 18 TEE ' that transferred itself to a 
new owner for £700. 

Earlier in the sale was the dream lot for those 
enthusiasts who like to play hi ckory shafted 
go lf; a set of matching Tom Morri s smooth 
faced irons circa 18705 all stamped wi th Tom 
Morri s oval stamp marks. The irons compri sed 
a cleek, 3 general irons, a loftin g iron, a rut iron , 
a small headed sand iron and 2 putters. As well 
as bein g market-fresh they were in immaculate 
orig inal condition and sold just below the low 
estimate at £ I ,400. 
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This Hoy lake sale also included a seri es of four 
small watercolours of Royal West Norfolk Golf 
C lu b (Brancaster) by the always popular 
sporting artist C harles Whymper and these 
sai led out between £2,000 and £2,500. 

G Budd Auctions held their Sporting 
Memorabilia sale in May in London: there were 
just over 80 go lfing lots. 

However the stand-out lot was 752, described as 
bcing Waiter Hagen's gold and diamond-set 
winner 's medal from the 1927 PGA 
Championship at the Cedar Crest Country Club. 
Dallas Texas. Probably because its provenance 
was not stated in the sumptuous the medal 
failed to sell during the auction but there was 
however, a deal to be done and it got away in an 
after sale at just be low the low estimate at 
£35 ,000 plus auction house buyer's commission 
( 17.5%). 

Bonhams had their summer sale in June 20 11. 

An immediate eye catcher was their section of 
vintage golf posters. Often prices are driven 
ridicul ous ly high by interior designers and 
hol iday home owners vy in g for a vintage poster 
of the ir favourite links. Despite thi s demand, it 
is a hi ghl y volatile market with individual 
posters fluctuating in price from one year to the 
next dependi ng on the whims of the bidders. 
Striking designs appear to be increasingly 
important to the buyers. The maj ority of posters 
passed the £500 mark. However lot 160, a 
Ronald Lampitt Briti sh Rail ways poster circa 
1950s showing the strand and Royal Portrush 
links was bought by Royal Portrush for just 
£480. 

A good example of a strong image was lot 165 
titled ' Stay young playing golf in Germany '; it 
triggered a contest between a set designer in the 
sale room and a keen German coll ector. It wen t 
to Germany for just over £700. 

Staying with posters, elsewhere the 
Bloomsbury'S Auctions 280 plus sale of vintage 
posters in London on 22 June included one 
measuring 29 x 24 inches by Henry George 
Gawt horn (1879- 194 1) promoting LNER 
services to SI. Andrcws, 'The Home of the 
Royal and Ancient Game' , circa 1925 that got 
away at the low end of a £5,000-7,000 estimate. 

Anot her medal of note in the Bonhams auction, 
although much more modern was lot 195, a 
1953 Golfing Union of Ireland Open 
Championship winner's gold and enamel medal , 
won by Eric Brown and consigned to Bonhams 
by the famil y. Sold for £2,760 
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An unu sual golfin g trophy (lot 207) confirmed 
th at the very best pieces of golf memorabilia are 
still capable of surpri se sums. The Lady Go lfers 
Club C hallenge Trophy compri sed a sterlin g 
sil ver plaque on an oak frame . The aucti oneers 
had estimated it at £600, but had wisely 
hi ghli ghted in the catalogue that C harl otte 
Cec ilia Pitcairn Leitch ( 189 1-1977) was its first 
winner in 19 12. Two years later she won the 
first of her fo ur British Ladies Amateur 
Championshi ps. Bidding started at £500 and it 
was the subject of a lengthy phone batt le as the 
bidding went up in increments of £ I 00 10 

eventuall y halt at £2,500. 

Most auctions have a 'sleeper' within its lots 
where the aucti oneer may have mi ssed 
something important or estimated it too low. 
Lot 11 7 was a John Kenneth Garner billiard 
style brass putter head circa 1904; the shaft was 
lacking. Given that Sotheby's had sold a similar 
putter in 2007 fo r $ 10,000, the Bonhams £400-
600 estimate was a tempting one. It blew away 
its estimate to sell to a US private buyer for 
£4080. 

This lI/agnijicel11 bronze of an IInknOll'n golfer 
by H. S. Call/ley (1865-1928) sold for £2,400 in 
Jllne 20 I1 at BOl/hal1ls 

Ryder Cup memorabilia cont inues 10 be strong. 
Bon hams final two golfing lots illustrate j ust 
how much the rarest and freshest examples can 
cOlllmand. 

Lot 233 was an example of a 128 pi ece silver­
plated canteen of cutlery presented by Sam 
Torrance to the USA Ryder Cup team in 2002. 
Indi vidual player' s signatures were stamped 
onto the knife blades including th at of Tiger 
Woods. Sold for £3,240. 
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Lot 234 was a hand-painted bone china two­
handled trophy show ing Sam Ryder dressed in 
hi s robes. Alt hough the Aynsley pOlleries had 
intended to produce on ly 10 such pieces, in the 
end onl y two were made. Sold for £ I ,800. 

:r iT 
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In Au gust 20 11 , Heritage Auctions in Texas 
USA pulled off a golfi ng coup when they sold 4 
pi eces of Roben T Jones memorabili a. The first 
lot was Bobby l ones personal Masters Green 
Jacket circa February 1937 as made by Haskell , 
2 West 45th St. , New York. Jones' personal 
Green Jacket was not a victor 's pri ze, but rather 
worn lO identify him as a member of the staff, 
an idea germinated fro m hi s ex perience at the 
1930 Bri ti sh Open where red jackets were 
supplied to course representati ves and the 
winning golfer. It was in 1937 that Jones issued 
Green Jackets lO all Augusta members and in 
1949 that it became an annual pri ze for the 
Masters Champion. The green wool garment 
survived in remarkable and 100% origi nal 
condition, down lO the brass buttons and the 
si mple golden " RTJ" embroidered on the 
interior chest pocket. A spokesperson said that 

the Jacket presented, ' is arguably the most 
important Bobby l ones artefact that ex ists, 
which pu ts it quite solidly in the running for the 
most important collecti ble from the hi story of 
golf as well... ' 

It sold for $3 10,700 (£ 190,592) including a 
19.5% buyer's premium far exceeding the 
SIOO,OOO pre-auction estimate. 

The other lots included: 

Lot 80052: A 19 18 Robert T . Jones World War 
I Benefi t Exhibiti on Medal that sold for 
$ 13, 145. 

Lot 80053: An earl y 1920s Bobby Jones signed 
oversized photograph that fetched SII ,353. 
Lot 80054.A c irca 1930 Bobby l ones Match 
Used Club with exceptional provenance that 
reali sed $4 1,825. 

Pacific Book Auctions in San Francisco he ld 
their second Golf sale in the same month, 
Au gust. George K. Fox , PBA's Vice President, 
• ... virtuall y any golf book that was publi shed in 
the las t 30 years is a rea lly lOugh sell. , as well 
as instructionals that we just cannot sell...my 
best tip is to buy the best copy you can afford, 
and make sure it has it 's dust jacket, if so 
issued. ColleclOrs are out there. and are will ing 
to pay top dollar for the best copies of the 
important and classic golf books .. .' 

\\ dll<. I ~fl. 

Lot 354 was a signed Willie Park 'The Art of 
Putting ' /"" edition thCII sold fo r $3,300 
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The penultimate golfing sale in 20 II took place 
in Ludlow where Mullock's had assembled 
some 500 lots. Its ceramic secti on performed 
strongly with its Lennox, Amphora, Dou lton 
Morrisian and Doulton Lambet h pieces all 
going to new homes. Lot 449 was the star item: 
' An extremely rare pair of Doulton Burslem 
hand painted ceramic golfing vases circa 1885 
compri sin g large tall blue and white vases wit h 
bulbous bases hand painted with different 
golfing scenes (one putting and the other 
driving) both signed with monogram JL (J. 
Littler); each measures 12 inches hi gh ... ' Sold 
for £7,500 plus commissions. 
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A velY rare 16 page pampillet ill ,.-hich Dr. 
Aiister MacKell:ie describes each hole at 
Augusta, illcllldillg a map. prillted 1934. Sold 
fo r $6,000 0 11 a pre·sale estimale of 1.000. 

The third and final Bonhams sa le took place in 
October. As Bonhams accept a broad range of 
go lf consignments there were plenty of two and 

three fi gure offerings for the budget consc ious 
as well as big money items. 

. /Uq.YISsoc/of/on 
01' cfco//olld 
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Q Pwmu.s Snq)(·r h'l'N IlUl/roll 
~~~ 
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This superb 1906 Life Associalioll of Scotlalld 
calendar \Vith a centred prilll titled 'Survivillg 
Open Chall1pions 1905' sold al Bonhall1s for 
£875 

Easily the best examples to come to the market 
in recent times was a sma ll collection of Life 
Assoc iati on of Scot land calendars, all complete 
with their backing boards and James Michae l 
Brown golfing print s. The only drawback was 
the inability of those on tighter budgets to get a 
look-in , as they all sold well between £500 and 
£900. 

Toppi ng the sa le was lot , a 37 line poem written 
in 1783 titled ' The Golf Match '; it described a 
golf match between Blackheath and Leith 
golfers. The Royal Blackheath Golf Clu b was 
ve ry much interested in it once the Bon hams 
manuscript expen had verified its age. After a 
zealous te lephone bidder had gone to £ 1,500, it 
was left to the Blackheath representati ve to take 
the lot way past its £400 expectation with the 
winn ing bid . Yes it would have been a travesty 
if this imponant document had not been 
returned to Royal Blackheath. 

Itt 15IID lI"U IN t. 'w· , 
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And finall y for 20 II we have this great find ... an 
unknown 1804 watercolour by a rather minor 
Scotti sh ani st William Douglas depicting the 
Musselburgh links in the di stance. 

We will probabl y never know who the two boys 
are ! With an estimate of £20,000-30,000 it was 
offered by Bonhams in their Scotti sh An sale on 
8 December. I will announce the result next 
time ... 

READING A BOOK FROM GEERT AND SARA NUS 

John Hanna 

It is most unlikely that there is an other couple 
who have such a comprehensive knowledge of 
the hi story of the earl y stick and ball games 
pl ayed throughout Europe. What has he lped 
Geen and Sara in their research is their ability 
to understand a number of different languages 
enabling them to carry out their research in 
many countries. Thi s book is hi ghl y referenced 
and full of knowledge. There are over one 
hundred books in the bibliography whi ch in 
itself would be of great interest to any golfing 
hi storian. In additi on many websites have also 
been accessed. 

Geen and Sara set out to answer a number of 
questi ons relatin g to the hi story and 
deve lopment of the various games such as Co lf, 
Crosse, Mail and Golf. The text is sli ghtly 
repetiti ve in places but thi s is unavoidable g iven 
the cl ose connections between the various 
games. The int roduction is just that, it 
introduces the reader to the basics of the three 
main slick and ball games. The ro le of women 
and children in these games is looked at, 
beginning with the idea that they were 
unsuitable for these groups, but leading up to 

date where women now panicipate in them all , 
while children are still not taking part in some 
of te m. Clearly thi s does not appl y to golf. It is 
recogni sed that the hole is an indi sputable 
feature in golf however the ' targets' of the other 
games are detailed. The earl y game of co!f 
pl ayed as it was over open spaces and on frozen 
canal s clearl y had its limitations in a more 
crowded world, and the authors describe in 
detail the transiti on from thi s outdoor game to 
the game of kolfwhich was pl ayed in encl osed 
spaces both indoors and outside. Thi s was the 
game which was played by the Royal s in 
England when it was called Pall Mall. 

A common feature of a ll of these games is the 
' ball' , and its various forms are dealt with in 
detail. An interesting chapter deals with how 
' royal' is the Royal and Ancient game . The 
in volve ment of royalty in a number of countries 
is written about. This is a most in formati ve 
book. Consisting of 258 pages in a paperbac k it 
is mostl y in black and white with just a few 
coloured pi ctures. Copies of Games for Kings 
and Commoners may be obtained through the 
web page cholfllaelc!mY/ @Oron(fe.fi· 
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A few pictures from the Saint-Cloud Meeting, Paris (29 & 30 Sept_ 2011) 

Huguette shows Lally the medal presented by the Nijs Georges, Chistoph & Leif 
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Ida & John Still with Fran & Bill An,1pr'snn Lally, Patrick Massion and Virginie Lemaire 

Pius Musken, David Hamilton & members 




