Nederlandsch Golf Comité

SECRETARIAAT: VAN ALKEMADELAAN 676 — S-GRAVENHAGE — TELEFOON 070-240698

S.J.H. van Hengel
Saxenrodeweg 30
Aerdenhout.
’s-Gravenhage, March 21st, 1972

Donald Steel Esq.,

2 Moor Park Gardens

Moor Park,
Northwood, Middlesex.

Dear Mr. Steel,

Mr. Poldervaart has handed me your letter of the 8th of this month for reply,
history of golf being my speciality. Let me begin by thanking you for your letter

In reply to your questions: the five oldest golf clubs in the Netherlands are:

1. Haagsche Golf & Country Club founded in 1890 as the Haagsche Golf Club;

2. Utrechtsche Golf Club '"de Pan'' founded in 1892 as the Doornsche Golf Club;
3. Rosendaelsche Golf Club at Arnhem founded in 1896;

4. Kennemer Golf & Country Club founded in 1910 as Kennemer Golf Club;

5. Hilversumsche Golf Club also founded in 1910,

During World War I the Netherlands remained neutral so golf-clubs were unaffected
except for members and staff being drafted into armed services and golf equipment
not being readily available,

World War II was an other matter.

The clubs that suffered the worst damage were those located near the shore because
fortifications for the Atlantic Wall were built right across them. This was the case
at the Domburgse Golf Club, the Haagsche Golf & Country Club, the Noordwijksche
Golf Club and the Kennemer Golf & Country Club.

The Haagsche decided to move their entire club from the old course at Waalsdorp
and take over the course in nearby Wassenaar where they are now located.

The other three rebuilt their courses at great expense over a number of years.
Needless to say that play came to a complete standstill on these courses during the
second half of the second World War.

Golf is doing well at present in this country. New courses are under construction in
Noordwijk ( 18 holes to replace the old 9-holes course ), de Gelpenberg ( in Drenthe
province, 9 holes ) in the province of Limburg ( 9-holes ) near Bergen-op-Zoom
(9-holes).

Improvised 9-holes public courses are drafted in Amsterdam ( 2 9-holes courses of
which one became operative in 1971 ) and at Haarlem ( 9-holes ).

North of Haarlem an ambitious 27-holes public-course project is under way and the
U.S. Golf Inns have a project for a 9-holes course near Arnhem under way.

Bankiers : Vermeer €& Co. Amsterdam - Rek. nr. 632.505.079 - Giro 3656
Algemene Bank Nederland, Van Alkemadelaan 338 s-Gravenbage - Rek. nr. 51.86.10.969 - Giro 336858



Finally, abouth the origin of golf: over the last 20 years I have gone into some
fairly profound research on this subject. This research is not yet completely worked
out but a first rough draft of the results is available.

Thinking that the contents might interest you I am enclosing a copy of this draft for

your perusal.
[ may ask you to return that draft to me. If you would wish to publish anything out of
it, I would ask you to let me have the article in question for approval.

The dutch version of "Early Golf'" is completed and at the printers and will eventually
appear in the dutch "Golf" monthly, accompanied by quite some rather pleasant and
unknown illustrative material.

Eventually this might also be made available.

If you wish to have further information do not hesitate to write.

With kind regards, I am,

Yours faithfully,

S.J.H. van Hengel,
Hon.Treasurer.
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March 27th 1972

2

ear Mr ven Hengel,

Thank you so ruch for your letter and for all the information contained
thetein.It wes just what was wanted.Y am most interested,too,by your admirable hoolklet

and learned a lot.Y have not taken anything directly from it but T should he most

-

appreciaitve if vou would look over the enclosed article on Dutch golf which I have

prepared,

Please feel free to criticise and correct it as rmch as you like.It is,

A=
& xyou can see,a copy,and not a very clean one ecither.For this I apologise.I should also

3. s 3

explain that this will comprise an entirely separate entry from the individual Dutch

and

Clubs{six or seven of them) and is intended as a broad cormentery on the development

the present state of goi3f in HHolland.We plan one of these for every golfing country of the
wor ] d .
With all best wishes and repeated thanks,

Yours sincerely

Donnts Seer

DONALD STEEL

Directors: George Rainbird (Chairman) John Hadfield (Deputy Chairman) Edward Young (Managing)
George Forbes George Speaight Michael Raeburn
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' This is to thank you for your letter of March 27th, 1972. 1 regret to be late in
~ answering. Since I returned from a holiday abroad only n«m. could not
send you an earlier reply. ks

I fully agno with the draft arﬂcch sent me and I would
a copy of your writings mctbcyhsvomndiaprhu
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Yours sincerely
L

Steer

Donald Steel

Directors: George Rainbird (Chairman) John Hadfield (Deputy Chairman) Edward Young (Managing)
George Forbes George Speaight Michael Raeburn
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Dear Mr Poldervaart,

You may remember that we corresponded last year ahout the entries

from Holland for our International Fncyclopaedia of Golf.T have been
g N
: ) Clubs vou recormended and they have been kind enough to send the

required.For this,we are most grateful.0ther countries have not heen

The only item outstanding is the history of golf

in touch with all
information we
so helpful.

in the NVetherlands

and T am working on this at present.T Imow the theories on the very early origins and

can make reference to the article which you sent but T would be grateful if you could

list the six oldest Clubs in Nolland together with the yeer in which they were founded.

Could you also tell me what effect the First World War had upon

o0lf and the courses in Holland ? T gather that damage during the Second War was pretty

extensive and that a lot of clubs were effected.If there are any other little details

wvhich you think would bhe of interest,J would be glad to have them.
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T am sorry to trouble you again but you can appreciate the
GLre
difficulty of collecting material and have to refer to the official source.
A

7 very rmuch hope to he over for the Tutch €pen this year and

4o cover it for the Daily and Sundey Telegraph.I therefore look forward to meeting ~ou.

Yours sincerely,

Qonasa St

Donacy Sreec
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