Tel.023-256715

31 october 1981

Board of directors
Naticnal Galery of Pictures
Edindburgh

Lear Sire,

Leet septenrdber,being on boliday,my wife and I vieited the National Galery.
Lrong the Tutch pairtings I heve for cuite & while etucdied yYour Hendrick
tvercamp:the ekating end colf vrlaeying pecple on the ice (probably the river
I¢scel mear Farpen,the town where,ae You know,"tre mute'" lived).whret strcie
< in the picture were the reorle nct or sketes eng locking et the colf-
pleyere.Fy eyes are not so gocd &ny more but I trhought that those spectatcers
were dressed in another wey aes the other people:look for instance &zt their
trousers.Could not they be Sfcotsren in some sort of kilts?I know trat for
one and & helf century & Scottish Brigacde was as rercenery troops ir the
Inteh republic.Back in the Ketherlands I wrote tof the REoyal Dutch Arry end
Arns Yuseur ,asking for exact date.The muceur answered me ag fellows (letter

-

enclosec):"In answering your letter I inform you that in 160¢ ang 1608 for
sure & cowpany of Scottieh cuirsesiers of Irskine were encerped in the
barracks et Zwolle.We know that becavee thre compeny owed money to the citi-
zens being thefe an &rrearage in their peimente.™

Hendrick ivercamp may heve seen the Scote in Amsterdar or in Zwolle or in
Kaupen as they came to that town on sunday-leave.Zwolle ic only 13 Kilo-

v er froa Kampen and moreover the town where his brotter sng eister in law
lived of whonm the son Barend elsc became & painter in the sane feshion ss
his uncle, )

Eendrick loved to peint extravagant {igures:in the "Kunsthalle”(ﬁamhurg} is
& drawing of him with wandering gypsies telling fortune znd begging zlue,
with their babiec at the bosom,of Kempen-citigens.ln the sarie Kunethalle ic,
if I ar not wistaken,s sirilar picture as youre with Scotsmen(?) locking at
the colf-rlaying.

2lec encloeed I send a copy of the book,published in Utrecht this year,on
the occeeion of the 250th anniversary of the only etill existing colf-course
in thet city.] translcted for You what I found in that booklet with regard
to the colf-connections between the Netherlands end Scotland in the 7th

century:



"In the 17th century was the height of the colf-game in the Dutch repu-
blic.The game was chiefly played in the great commercial towns;colving
was also popular in Scotland and especially in the pofft-towns which had
connections with the Dutch republic.Between Scotland and our republic was
2 husy commerce in colf-materials.So in the Netherlands the colves of
® boxwood,three fingers broad,one finger thick,were called "Scottish
sticks" (Schotse klieken),vhere as balls,made in the Dutch provinces of
folland and 3rabant were exported to Scotland.A stick (kliek) is of woed,
nearly 1 meter in lenghh and with a metal bend at the end.Especially in
Goirle,Delft and Amsterdam the b»alls for pall-mall and colf were made'.
I s very likely that Scottish officers and soldiers looked
~~ith interest at the Dutch bhurgers colvingz on the frozen waters,and,
nerhaps,asked for sharing in the game thev knew so well.

Toping to hear your opinion on the possibility

of seeing Scottish soldiers on Avercamps pictures,

Respectfully,yours,

>~



SCOTTISH NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY
1 QUEEN STREET EDINBURGH
EHz 1JD Telephone 031-556 8921

Mr E G Planten

Plantsoenlaan 19

2061 GC Bloemendaal

HOLLAND 11 December 1981

Dear Mr Planten

My colleagues at the National Gallery of Scotland have passed to me
your letter of 31 October with the most interesting booklet about
Utrecht Golf Course and its history. Scotland and Holland have
indeed enjoyed a long connection so I was much intrigued by your
remarks about the Avercamp picture. Your suggestion that some of the
spectators might have been members of the Scots Brigade seem to me
very convincing but, alas, when I looked again at the painting itself
I could see that the figures are not wearing kilts. Upon close
scrutiny they proved to be in the type of baggy breeches fashionable
at the time and the material is ordinary cloth, not tartan. I must
confess that I was disappointed, for I am sorry to have to disprove
what was a most thoughtful and stimulating theory. Thank you for
writing to discuss it with us.

Yours sincerely

/’JZ,,,QN\.\ LC.W

Dr Rosalind K Marshall
Assistant Keeper

RKM/SS




Mr. CC' g p/anten
p,anboandzan 19 2061 GC &cmcmlaa[,

Tel.023-256715

15 oktober 1982

Den heer S.J.H.van Hengel
Bentveld

Zeer geachte heer van Hengel,

~ 1

'wereenkomstig ons telefoongesprek van gisterenavond doe ik U hierbij
o

)]

o

. - KO mein ) . . N )
oto-copien van mijni correspondentie met de National Gallery of Pictures

H

3

1.. Edinburgh,verleden najaar.
U begrijpt dat ik verrast was Uw boeiende artikel in "SEpiegel
Historiael" te lezen,waarbij U ten aanzien van Adriaan v.d.Veldes
schilderi] ”IJsgezicht bij Spaa'ham” tot dezelfde conclusie kwam
(Schotten op het ijs bij het kolven) als ik had getrokken bij het
aanschouwen van Hendrick Avercamps doek in Edinburgh en andere,later
T w\qw o‘pvai tiwn

bekeken,schilderijen van hem.Ilk ben gesterkt door Uw conclusiesdat
ik het tgch niet mis had,al ziet mevrouw Marshall in Edinburgh dan
geen pre-kilts in de gedragen kleding.Dat z{j zo:maar zeer duidelijk
is m.i.dat de bedoelde personen anders,rijker en aristocratischer,
jn dan de overige figuren op het ijs.Eigenlijk zou een deskundige
op het terrein van 17e eeuwse costumes en "buiten-model-uniformen'" de
7~hilderijen in kwestie eens moeten bezien.Hoe bent U tot derrotsvaste -
overtuiging gekomen dat de personen op v.d.Veldes schilderij
Schotten zijn?Dat boeit me zeer.Zoudt U de Avercamps ook eens in
Uw beschouwing willen betrekken,en arbitreren tussen mevrouw
dr Rosalind Marshall en mij.Bij voorbaat mijn grote erkentelijkheid
uitgesproken! '

Met gevoelens van hoogachting,

dwe
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