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31st Octeber 1979

br.l.BsGacnatt
Hill Garth
Farls Colne

Colchests Ir,Essex

tnqgland

Dear Dr.Garnett,

In this first place I would like to thank you for your letter
of the 25th,It was most kind of you to write because this may
bring a many year long chase to an end.In the second place

I would say that my first object is not to buy the picture
but to have a look at it and in this respect I am much
obliged for your kind offer to comé and see you and do so,.

If all goes well I hope to be in your area on the 3rd or 4th
January next,If that is convenient 1 would very much like

to come and see you then,

Meanwhile I am enclosing a photograph of the picture I was
looking for.I am pretty sure it is/Because there are not P8 If
a great many pictures of the same nature of that date.

Let me further explain why I have such a particular interest
in this particular painting.It may also make you look

at your charming possesion with different eyes.Its artistic
value may not be all that great but its historie interest is.
quite the opposite.

In all likelyhood the picture represents Henry Frederick
eldest son of James I/VI born in 1593 who died at the age

of 17 in 1610 from drinking a glass of cold water after some
very intensive sports exercises.In the upper righthand corner
you should find the words 'RETATIS 2' meaning that the boy
was 2 years old in 1595,which fits the story.There is more:
On the 30th August 1595 Henry Frederick was christened at ,
Stirling Castle in Scotland.Seeing the friendly relationship
between Scotland and the counties of Holland and Zeeland
there was a massive embassy from the Low Countries at the
christening.They came far from empty handed.The christening
presents con=sisted of 'two fair and large cups of gold',

'a golden coffer' containing a 'letter of obligation!(bond)
superscribed by the two chief ambassadors and'divers other
chief governors' assuring the Prince of an annual'pension'

of 5000 guilders a year during his lifetime(then set at
£.,500,- a year and representing quite a little fortune in
these days),divers other precious presents(the chain and medal
may well have been one of them) and a painter which they

had brought along to paint his portrait.(there were no painters
in Scotland in those days).The club and the ball,décidedly
Dutch in design may have belonged to the presents but it may
also be that they were borrowed from the painterstchildren
because it was a wellknouwn tachnique to give children some
objects to hold so as to keep them standing still while

they were painted,
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S.J.Hsvan Hengel
20,Saxenrodeweq
2116 VA Bentveld
Holland

18th November 1979

Dr.Donald G.Garnett
Hill Garth

Earls Colne
Colchester CO6 2JR

Thank you very much for your kind letter of the 10th

and your invitation to lunch,uhich I shall certainly
avail myself of!May I suggest that I give you a 'phone
call at the beginning of the New Year to let you know
whether it will be the 3rd or the 4th.My plans are not
quite settled yet.,I am coming from Kent on that day.
Coming back to your letter:l was very interested to learn
that the painting is on canvas.l had always thought

that it would be on a panel,the common technigue at the
time.Canvas was very modern,l am sorry to hear however
that it may have been re-lined.Notes and signatures of
painters often appeared on the back of the panel or
canvas in those days and so we may have lost some data
which could have been of value.

On the other hand the medal may prove of value,If,as I
suspect,the medal was one of the various presents of the
ambassadors from Holland and Zeeland(this type of medal
was very much a fashionable present of the States to persons
they valued in those times),it may give us some cue.
Anyway,let us see what we can find,I shall bring a camera
along to take a picture of the picture that 1s not as
mutilated as the present one appears to be,.

Looking very much forward to meeting you I am

very sincerely yours

P W\MQ



30, Saxenrodeweg
2116 VA Bentveld
Holland

26th Janunay 1980

Tel. 023 - 240169

DreDonald G.Garnett

Hill Garth

Eagls Coline nrks
Colchester,Essex CO6 2JR
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At long last the photographer has done almost his

entire job!

Let me first thank you,all be it much too late,for

your very kind hospitality when I visited you early

this month,

I am enclosing:

1.a black and white negative of the painting;

2.,a colour print negative;

3.a colouyr slides

4,a black and white picture;

5.a colour picture,sadly of poor quality.If you have
it redone it will come out much better,

The black and white picture,by the way,shous quite
clearly that the painting needs re-=varnishung!

Kindly remeber me to Mrs.,Garnett,With kindest regards

I am, k(sukwa vt zs«kxcmkﬁl;\

\ Mg

Steven J,He.van Hengel

Enclosures




Steven J. H. van Hengel, 30, Saxenrodeweg, 2116 VA Bentveld, Holland
Tel. 023 - 2401 69
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Tel. 023 - 240169 15th December 1990 50, Saxenrodeweg
2116 VA Bentveld
Holland

ct

Dr.D.G.Garnett
Halfacre
Maresfield
Uckfield, Sussex

Dear Dr.Garnett,

I am sorry to have to write about the 'Holdenby Picture'.
Unfortunately it is not what it was thought to be.I thought
it best to send you a copy of the wording of the article
which may eventually appear in'Country Life', I am also
enclosing a photostat of the page in the Sotheby catalogue
as well as a picture of the 'peat-ship medal'.

It may be disappointing to find that your painting is not
the original and is not a Prince of Wales.Let this be so,
yours is a very good replica of 17th century date.This in
itself is a curio.

With kind regards to Mrs.Garnett and best wishes for
Christmas and the New Year I am

sincerely yours,

Tk T
Lo 4

Steven J,H.v Hengel

3 Enclosures



