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Froms: 52
Mr David Hamilton b Firklese Road,
Glasgow G122

x €;¥ndenw Scotland

John kKerr and the The Golf-Book of East Lothian
A reguest for information

The Reverend John Eerr's great work The Golf-Book of East
Lothian,Edinburgh, 1894, is a major item in any library of gol+.
It is not the rarest or the oldest golf book available but it is
rara enough and old enough  to command a unique place in the
collector 's library.lt is one of the finest volumes on golf ever
printed with 516 pages and numerous illustrations on fine paper.

It might be imagined that the Reverend John Eerr’'s life as a
parish church minister in the east coast of Scotland was one of
inconspicuous service, graced by his notable writings. Instead,
it was a life of conflict, leading to humiliation and public
disgrace.His massive debts could not not be concealed and to meet
his creditors, even his library of golf books was sold, as was
his notable collection of golfiana.

Sufficient sowces are avallable to construct a short biography
of Ferr. Moreover, the records of his publisher T and & Constable
have survived in some detail, and wsing these day-to-day records
it has been able to tell something of the stormy passage of the
gireat Golf—-Book to its final publication and distribution.

This story of Eerr and the Golf—-Book will be published as a fine
limited edition in 19835,

To add to ow knowledge of the early owners of the Golf-Book,
I seek intformation on the original recipients of the book. Both
the large paper version (BEdition 1) and the small paper version
(Edition I1) were numbered and the T and A Constable +files have a
partial record of the original recipients or purchasers of the
Golf-Book together with & note on a few of the recipilients of
presentation copies. As yelt the list of original subscribers has
not come ta light but the list may be found or can be
reconstructed with the help of the present owners of these
books.Ferr signed and inscribed many of the original volumes.

I enclose a preliminary list of the destination of some of the
large paper copies: it is hoped that this list can eventually be
completed. I invite vouwr help with providing details of the
earlier ownership of any copies of the Golf-Book which vou might
have or can inspect. Any messages, letters or inscriptions and
details of later owners are of great value. Those who help in
this way with details of owners of the golf book will be
presented with a copy of the publication on Eerr and his book. It
is hoped that this will also be a valuable and attractive reference
Wor k.

David Hamilton > |
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To:

David Hamilton
2B Kirklee Road
GLASGOW G 12
Scotland

Here are details of the early ownership of a copy ot

Ferr 's Golf—-Book of East Lothian:

Large or small paper edition:
(slee 1s giliverl inside) e

Book number (given on an early lett hand page):
(Motes some presentation or review
coples were unnumbered)

Messages,letters or inscriptions from Ferr:

Ay obther messages or early owners namess

Fresent Owners name (ophional)

Location of any other copies §

fAny obther information of interest

From Name:

Address:

John




THE GOLF-BOOEK OF EAST LOTHIAN

This is preliminary list of the puwochasers of the large paper
version (Edition 1) of The Golf-Book of East Lothian, together
with the brief information available so far on the recipients of
the presentation copies.

As more information is gathered,a similar list of the original
owners of the small paper edition Il will be made up.

Fresentation Copies:

The presentation copies were not numbered and known recipients
WEE

Lord Ealfour

Mr Gladstones

Honorable Company of
Edinburgh Golfers

Earl of Roseberey

The British Museum

Sir James Gibson Craig Rart.

D Duddingston Wilson
Mr Davidson Smith

Jas Fleming, Skelmorlie

Copy No. 1: Rev John Eerr-—-personal
Copy

Numbers 2-160 were sent to those who subscribed to the book
prior to publication: little information is available yet on the
ownership of these copies though owners of a few copies are known.

No. S5 P  Croall , Scotsman
ffice

Mos 77-82y ordered by Willie
Dunn, but order cancelled.

Mo. 24 Me John Eere-7Yhrother

Mo. 1332 Me Nicholson, Saltcocoats
The copies numbered 161 or greater were sold by Kerr, and the
following owners are known.

MoLYalbs -Me e
Tantal lon Lodge,Morth Berwick

Bicv. 162877




No. 163 Me Strain,fAyr

No.165s 2

Mo 1ééd: Mre AW, Belfrage , Erskine Flace
{(return copy from Mr Dalziel)

Mo, 1éé6: Douwglas and Foulis, Booksellers

Mo. 167 MacMNiven and Wallace, Booksellers

Mol lée8: Douwglas and Foulis

Mol 169 Foand W, Dodsworth,Booksel lers

Mo.170: Me Ayling

Mo. 171 Douglas and Foulis

Mo 178 Ju B Handyside

No. 173 Major G. Marrow, Dunbar

No.174: Hippolyte J. Blaire, Edinburgh

M. 178 Conservative Club, Edinbuwerah

NMo.17é6: Douglas and Foulis

No.177: J.Wharton Loch Esqg.,

Mo.17%: Andrew Elliot,Frinces St.

No. 180 S.Jd.Fisher ,S5treatham,Surrey

No.181:7%

Mol 18E: Mr Foster, Wimbledon

Mos 183,184 The Earl of Wemyss

No. "185: F.85. lreland, London.
foriginally to a Mr Walter D. Bovill)

Mo. 18é6: John Ferr, Learmonth Terrace
Mo.187: The Marquis of Tweedale,Mew Club
Bo. 188 W Ford Esg, Fentonbarns

Mow 189 Douglas and Foulis

NoGLg0s 2

Mo. 1%l Douglas and Foulis




Mo. 1928 T and A Constable, Fublishers
No. 123 The Earl of Haddington, Tyninghame
Mo.1924: Douglas and Foulis

No.1%4: John Ayling, Thistle St,
(clouble number to check)

NMo. 195 Duncan Ferguson, Burntisland
Mo. 1962 ?
No.197: T and A Constable,
No. 198: Dr Simpson C.Fowler, Juniper Green
Mo, 19%: LK. Lack ,Croyvdon Surrey
Mo @00 J.5. Higginbottom, Fort Ellen,Islay
No.201: Charles Mainwaring,london
MENO L RO2E 2
Nos 203 and 204:Jobn Ferre
Mo. 205 J Campbell Irons
Nios 206500 /47
Mos @08 and 20%:John Eerre

The recipients of numbers 210-250 are not yet known , but
include those receiving books sent out at Christmas
1900, probably as presents by Eerr. The recipients of these
gifts were:

W Robertson

Siv James Gibson Craig

Fev J. Cassar

James Law

John Cromarty

FalW Hawlk,

and three copies to Herr personally.

LR




SOME COMMENTS ON EARLY GOLF
by
. DAVID HAMILTON &.C.S.
A reply to Jim Barclay's Criticisms of

Steven van Hengel's book "Early Golf"

Steven van Hengel's book "Early Golf" was
published in 1982. It was a remarkable venture and
the author's familiarity with the early records of his
own country produced the first serious account of early
golf in the Low Countries. The material was soO new,
and there was so much of it, that the book dispelled
many myths and created a reappraisal of early golf in
the Low Countries. Steven, however, was careful not
to make comparisons between the Low Countries and
Scotland in his search for the origin of the game.
Indeed he invited the reader to make up their own minds.
Steven's brief asides on early Scottish golé were not,
I am sure, meant to be taken seriously.

Unfortunately, others were not so cautious.
The blurb on the dustjacket of his book and the
introduction by Peter Dobereiner both claim that
Steven had proved that golf did not originate in

Scotland. Hence it was only to be expected that in

Sanvay Qg4 Sociely
the .]issue of the Golf Collectorschplletin, Jim

he =
Barclay should air the matter and[ crinesed. these



references to golf in Scotland. It would be
a pity if these offhand remarks by Steven about Scottish
golf should lead to doubts about his otherwise remarkable
work. It is worth therefore looking again at his brief
references to golf in Scotland, to which I add my own
view of Steven's contribution to the argument about the
origins of golf.
It is a pity that Steven says that there was
no golf in the West of Scotland before 1850. I am
if mvmw'
sure Stevegjwould have remembered that many golf clubs
were founded in the West of Scotland before that time,
as Jim Barclay points out. In particular the Glasgow
i{’“duﬂ-ﬂs a misteke to Mof
Club was founded in 1787\ Buj{golf in Scotland
as just the story of the rich men's organised
the (740" enwaxds,
clubs Informal clubs and cliques existed much earlier
and golf was played by a mass of other people
who were not members of the clubs. This level of golf
in the West of Scotland is described in the famous
poem on golf "  Celotta  w ipn 1720. I think what
Steven really meant to say that early golf was
primarily an East Coast game in Scotland, and no one
would dispute that.
n EAf(g G°l§
His second slightly unfortunate remar§£ again
made in an aside, was that there were scarcely more
than 500 players at one time in Scotland up until 1850,
and that golf was merely a lighthearted game played
masSonic
by Freemasons before their more seriousl?vening

meetings. The link: between the Freemasons and

golf in Scotland Vs a most interesting development in



the study of the history of the game and Stirk and
Henderson should be thanked for pointing it out. I
think however these links have been exaggerated since
class d‘&
Freemasonry was so common among theZ%ich and leisured:
also
men. Who were/drawn to golf that it is inevitable that
there was a high percentage of Freemasons in the
o5 e early clbs
original golf clubs. A study of the minutesl?hows
that the afternoon game was indeed important to the
golfers and much of the revelries at night were not
Masonic but were very much to do with the game of golf.
But the statement that there were no more than 500
4% centvny
players in earl%{Scotland is a serious error. I think
the figure has been obtained by adding up the members

of the known golf clubs, and this method omits the mass

of other players who did not belong to these clubs but

who played a game over the public land. We know
little of this other level of Scottish golf. Many -0
opamick " ok e afirk e erteily

of these players outside thelflubs were wealth?f others
were clubmakers and ballmakers, and almost certainly
there wuos mass of poor golfers who had to content
themselves with a game using less sophisticated clubs
and balls.

Turning now to the origins of golf and the
cholcer between Scotland and the Low Countries as the
country of origin of the game, the immediate problem
is that while the Low Countries have ancient records and
numerous paintings which have survived, in Scotland
there has been poor survival of the med,i;:i records

and there was no tradition of landscape or portrait



painting whatsoever. Steven therefore had a wealth

of records relevant to the club and ball games in the <o w
bur Scotiamd hars £iffe . ok thoee wag n lns M
Low Countries/ L His main finding has been[a game

called "colf" which was popular but faded out about
1700, being overtaken by a rather different game of
"kolf" played in a formal court with heavy clubs and
balls and bearing no resemblance to the modern game of
golf.
ThaX

In studying the evidenceLSteven _slu'&s 7%
about the early "colf" game, it shows important
similarities but many differences from golf as we know
it,and this raises the question as to whether it was
the forerunner of modern golf. The first important
f.‘.\Aing is that "colf" seems to have beenfa street

of non- coastal Founs
game[-and the numerous proclamations and prohibitions
on the game were all designed to prevent damage to
property, windows and persons in the street. Certainly
Fue fown of
the game was once forced out ofLHaarlem in 1389 to a
special "colf" course outside the town, but presumably
Yhere
the game)retained its street character and the
wwWGW{’u{n

golfers retur‘nedLr'epeatedly to the towns. The game
was played with a single heavy metal-headed club,
with a moderate degree of_ loft, not with a set of

1Jb
c\bs. Al fwe SFamiliar Pa[y\ﬁryss\a,G Steven Pota\t{ ook, Shew onL ¢

Onui W ou2e The grip and whipping on the shafts were
———
not robust, ; L

All these features suggest that this was a

Uneven,
short game played in thel_muddj town streets where

accuracy and loft rather than length were required.
thaX toolg”
The other evidence suggests . : I:Jas probably played



towards a broad target such as a door or post, and not t'nva»rfab‘:’
to a hole. The number of children por'tr'a.?ed with "colf"
clubs suggests it was also popular with children, giving
them a diversion near, but usually outside the house.

Whether or not this game of "colf" counts as

a definition ok 9oL amd
being a form of golf entirely depends on/how close a
similarity to the modern game is looked for. I.f‘ by golf
we mean any game played with club and ball andlw‘r?ich the
player, standing alongside the line of play, competes
with other players for the lowest number of strokes f‘r%_om
Shor

S
one point to another, there being perhaps only oneLholeﬂZ“‘“‘?f b ru ‘J
cal\ed

then "colf" could be)the earliest form of the modern game.

If" on the

fe SWstevdence of
other hand,we seek[a long game played on open ground

!

marked out in a series of holes and played with a set

of clubs of varying lengths and loft designed to give
en
distance -"_Zaccur'acy when playing towards a hole
of ‘col§*”
in the gr'ound' then the Dutch game[_does not fit. Using
a svehy as toa .
this def‘inition, Zgame[evolved °"‘:1 " in e wastel Foums l;

Scotland, SR :ﬁ)e records of the 1600's
,3(\/@ the first mention 'of a series of holes

th {he Sectlithgame .
and the use of sets of clusz The earlier . re.ﬁex‘wm

‘ro; _"golf‘ in Scotland are ambiguous and the .well—

known Acts of Parliament are of little help, awd. fndeed
" : : ,(s:ggest. that golf was

a churchyard game, perhaps played to the door of the

church as a target.



6.

In summary, Steven's book has given a thorough

analysis of the games similar to golf in the early
e kow Gumitries .
recordif My own view would be that - club and ball games
played outdoors towards a target for the least number of
strokes developed simultaneously in the Low Countries and
Scotland in med i;:i times. The remarkably close links
between the two countries are admirably demonstrated in
Steven's book and his finding that a great trade fair was
held at St. Andrew's each year and was attended by the
merchants from the Low Countries, shows how integrated the
communities were. However, I think the twsagames in
Scotland and the Low Countries were different. In the
Low Countries it was a short game played with one club
inland ;

in the streets of l; towns towards a target and perhaps wls
only one‘hole| ; in use. It was a game favoured
by children and could be played on ice in Qinter. In
Scotland the game was played on the harizqzhks of the
East Coast towns outside the towns, By the 1600's fw -SCOM
it was a long: game played with a set of clubs and

over a number of holes, the target being a hole in the

groundzj r}n searching for the country of origin

of golf the breadth or narrowness of the definition of the
loo ked_ fo¢
game[fs all-important. I would take a fairly narrow
definition of the early game we seek and in doing this "colf"
becomes ovah tuka*s an o\dev tt'\a\‘\"’e .
L?nly a first cousin of the modern game,l. (fﬂhs this

definition of golf, the modern game started in Scotland.



B Dand Hamulton

UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD
WELLCOME UNIT FOR THE HISTORY OF MEDICINE
47 Banbury Road, Oxford OX2 6PE Tel: (0865) 511730
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19th March 1984 30, Saxenrodeweg
2116 VA Bentveld
Holland

Tel. 023 - 24 01 69 Dr.David Hal!lilton ph.Do!FRCS L.
. Wellcome Unit for the History of Medicine
47,Banbury Road
Oxford,0X2 6PE

X -
'3' ) ean l'w\n%

Thank you for your letter of the 10th March.How nice

to have an old-Fashloned Sabbatical Year in these
hurried times!

As requested I am enclosing photocopies of the relevant
pages of Dr.W.S.Unger's,De Tol van Iersekeroord,

The book appeared in 1939, just about in time since some
of the records were destroyed in war actions in 1940,
Even so,waht he could put together at that moment was
far from complete.There must have been more records

and maybe earlier ones.

It is interesting to note that the toll tariffs were
brought down in 1519.While the toll was one of the

best sources of income of the county of Holland it was
adjusted once in a while since it was not meant

to hamper the trade of the Scheldt towns such as Veere,
Mlddelburg,Flushlng,Bergen op Zoom and Antuerp.

With kind reg(fds I am,

R Mm{@
kzl?&ﬁ«(»«, LY \

Steven J.H.van Hengel

-
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Steven J. H. van Heungel, 30, Saxenrodeweg, 2110 VA Bentveld, Holland
Tel. 023 - 2301 6¢

Yth Sep.1983%

Decr. Boarid,

This to thank you for your kindness in sending
me a copy of the map of Golf Courses in Scotland
which you helped to drau.Although I knou quite

a few of them it makes me feel very humble

for all the ones 1 do not knouw!

Kindest regards,

L1QUAA
Sieren



8th October 1982 30, Saxenrodeweg
2116 VA Bentveld

Holland

DeHamilton Ph.DeyFeReCeSe
Dept.of Surgery

Western Infirmary

GLASGOW G111 6NT

Scotland

Tel. 023 - 240169

5 \
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I have terrible arrears in accumulated but unanswered mail
and so it is only now that I come to thank you for sending
me a copy of the Good Golf Guide to Scotland and a cheque

for 30 quilders.My apologies!

I was a bit puzzled about my'fine work on Dutch Golf' which
you wanted to have.,There is,at this moment,the cataloque

of the exhibition called Colf=Kolf=Golf which is nearing

its closeyand there will be-=in a few weeks time~ the

book which is now in print and is called Farly Golf,

I take it that you would be more interested in the latter
seeing that it is in English and contains the photographs,or
rather all the relevant ones,of the cataloque,which is
mainly in Dutch.So if I am right and if you bide your time
for a few weeks you may be one of the first to have the real
book!

Kindest regards,

i- - 2 5 v k [ K '\‘.\ \ \
A WA ALK \\ ~

.
/!.
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- \’\*4“ L .

Steven J.H.van Hengel



From Mr David Hamilton, hp, Frcs Dept of Surgery, Western Infirmary, Glasgow G11 6NT

041-339 8822

1 Paxtickhi urt, Pagtickhjll Avenye; Glasgow/611 544
47-33¢ 1¥18
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