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30, Saxenrodeweg
2116 VA Bentveld
Holland

Tel. 023 - 24 01 6
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This is to thank you for your letter of the 8th August

and your kind remarks on my modest writing efforts in the
G.C.5.Bulletin.Coming to your other remarks and questions:
Scotland and the Low Countries.There were far more connections
Than one expects.oomehow Veere is the point that always
comes up because of the wool=-staple and the Scottish 'agent!
(consul=general) there.In my opinion a far more busy trading
point for Scotsmen in the Netherlands was the city of Bergen
op Zoom on the Scheldt due East of Veere.There were two
annual Fairs at Bergen op Zoom:the'Easter Market' and the
'Cold(autumn) Market'.Both existed since about 1400,
Scotsmen went there to sell and buy all sorts of things
quite regularly both in the spring and in the autumn, :

It is not too difficult to find out what they bought and
sold sirce coming to Bergen op Zoom,and departing from :
there,toll was levied on all goods coming up=-or going
down-the Scheldt.Quite a feu of the toll registers have
survived.,They may be found in a book by Dr.W.S.Unger

"De Tol van lersekeroord' published at The Hague in 1939,

In Berqen op Zoom there was the market for the balls

which were used for both early golf and hand=-tennis.

White leather balls stuffed with cow's hair.As early as

1461 the magistrates of Bergen op Zoom ordained where

the sellers of balls had to stand on the ueekly market in that
city.S5ome transactions involved as many as 40,000 balls

in a single deal.These balls were made in Bergen op Zoom
itself,in Middelburg,in Steenbergen(near Be0eZ.) and in
Goirle further East.In 1486 Ritsaert Clays(probably

Richard Clay)uas entered in the toll-register for having
paid 6 groats for the export of a barrel of balls(in a ship
full of Scotsen)when sailing home after the 'Cold Market'.
After the following 'faster Market! in 1487 Jan Berke
(probably John Beruick)'Thomas Wynants man' sailed away
taking with him '2 pipes(large barrels,think of a pipe

of Port)of balld.Further exports,sadly without the names

of the exportersywere registered in 1494(6 barrels), 1495

(2 barrels) and 1496(5 barrels).These must have been the balls
that James VI referred to. \
There were contacts in other field too.From 1574 to 1826

there were Scottish mercenary regiments in the Netherlands.
The surviving marriace registers show some 4800 marriages
of Scotmen in the Netherlands betweep 1574 and 1665.An average

O Nt 3 !




I .have a feelin hat a 1lat of the soldiersy,who came mostly
from the town on the East Coast of Scotland must have acted
as private importe: nd exportersysonldiers always have through=-
out history.That wav the first 'Scottish cleeks',wooden
clubs rather 1lik ‘ warly nlay clubs of Hugh Philp,must
have come to Holla around 1640,
arly Golfe, I am sorry to disappoint vou.The little book
15 not available any more.You will have to wait until
next year and then try to get hold pf a catalogue of the
exhibition 'Col =l - tsubac ens in Bergen op Zoom
N 15%) .That catalogue will contain an extensive,wr'}cs
history,references and all.(In english!)In fact not being
too far away you should ncot miss going to the exhibition,
t will > quite unique.If you can not wait that long
der a copy of 'The best of the Bulletin' from Joe
Murdoch,It | th tory of btarly Golf in it,without the
pictures though,
A,JesIfe - clubs, You will be lucky if you find one,

Even the Haagsche Gol7 & Country Club,where he worked
from 1904 until his death(of cancer) in 1927 has not a
single club of Andreuw Ife.,0Our retiring professional
at my home club(Kennemer's at Zandvoort) owns an Ife putter
which he still uses,This is a club shafted by Ife.It would
be more fun if one could find one of which he had also
forged the clubhead.The chances are slight.The Hague golf
club was evicted from their premises by the Hitler Army
in 1942 and never returned to the shambles of their old
clubhouse and course after the war.Such clubs as were there
must have disappeared during the war.
Try to get a Gassiat putter instead.Jean Gassiat was a
very good French professional in the beginning of this
century(winner of the French Open of 1912 at La Boulie
with a score of 289,He was professional at the Chantilly
course and ‘made very attractive all-wooden putters with
a flat square head,S5ome of &thenhave olive-wood heads,

! Ui popular on the Continent at that time
and with luck you may get one.If I am not mistaken two
of them will come up at the next auction of Christie's,
Jjentveld,You are right,translated it means Bent=field
and that is exactly what it is.The village is adjoining
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Kennemer's golf courseywhich lies in the downs by the
North Sea near Zandvoort.lt character is that of a links
course and it can compete with the best ef ite kind in

Enoland and Scotland.There is only one difference=it has

much greater differences of height than any of the courses

in the U,K, This always comes as a hit of a surprise to
visiting golfers from the U.K.!If you have nothing better to do
come and play it!iIt would be nice to see you here,
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121, RUE DE TREVES
L-2630 LUXEMBOURG-CENTS
TEL. 4358 40
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