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S.J. H. van Hengel
Saxenrodeweg 30
2116 VA Bentveld
Tel. 023-240169

28th April 1979

Dear Mr.,Davies,

This is to thank you for your letter
of 18th April and the enclosed check.,l appreciate
your kind remarks on Farl. Golf.Jt was but an essay.
I am in the process of wrirting a book,which will contain
more facts and-if that can be managede-more pictures,
Some of the illustrations are very attractive,
I have pictures of some 300 paintings,prints etce.
dating back to before 1700 and depicting in all
well over 1000 goltfers.You can imagine what a
difficult choice it is,Coming to your questionsg
Feathery balls were used in the Netherlands,Curiously
they are still being made today,be it not for golf
but for hand-tennis,a game still popular in the North
of this country and dating back to the same time as
early golf.I am inclined to suppose that their balls,
which are older than featheries in golf,were adopted
by the golfers in a later stage.The manufacture of
faetheries in Holland differed from the Scottish
technique in that the feathers |were tightly wound with
string and subsequently covered with leather, sewn
together with brass thread(against rot).I could
not tell you'whether a sajet-ball was softer or heavier
than a feathérie but I do nét think that there can
have been much difference,The sajet-ball was also wound
tightly,rather like 'the core of our present Haakell core.
All of them eventually lost shape and were then
hammered round again,as may be seen on the Bril painting
in Early golf,
As 1 wrote in the essay,l do not think that up to
1700 there is a different development in golf in
Scotland and Holland.There is plenty of evidence
that both sides of the North Sea benefited from what
the other side had been experimenting with,
2.,Tee,Some not too well documented earlier works on golf=
history maintain that the word was derived from the
Dutch:tuijtje.So far I have not found any substantial
evidence to that effect,so I must leave this question
open,lt may have been that way but it can not be proven.
The ordinances on malie-banen say that it is prohibited
‘de bal op een hoopjen te setten'(to put your ball on
a little heap) rather in the manner which you can see
on the Jan Luykenh print.l do not think that you can
derive much from the malie-banen,They were but one shape
of course,The only thing that you can see from them
is that it was a long game.If you can tell me what
game thegoff,gowf or guff was that was played in
Scotland prior to 1700 I would be grateful.The only
hint at a course was in the Law case in Edinburgh in
1632.Now that contested game was played in a durchyard}



We should be ver careful] :not to draw comnelusions on
mere suppositions as has so often be done in the
Victorian dayse.

The tees on the 1liebanen must certainly have been
monnds ot sand and mud sinee on plaved 46n them in
Sunmer,

I would not go along wi'h y xplanation of the word
teeDon't: torget ‘ elling in English and in Dutch
was not vl 01 AAET ¢ ,

I do not e ! reason for Kverards story
as to 'vour tee t b ipon the ground',That it
uppears nany hHYooks siunce then,is just ano-
ther proof of how much was copied from one book

into the next ne without ever going into the

background of the tirst writers' theories,

Henderson and Stirks book,and my ‘own,I think it is fair
to say,are the onlv two works based on actual research
since 1900¢

Conscientious historian are fairly careful before

they commit things to papereSo you had better wait
until my book is readyd

Hogpping that 1 have given a reply to all your questions
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Box 58
Plymouth
Montserrat.

February 27, 1984,

Dear Mr. Van Hengel:

You may recall that we corresponded briefly
five years ago, and I was lucky enough to get from you
one of the last copies of Early Golf. I wonder if you
have since seen my Dictionary of Golfing Terms (on
historical priciples), which was published in 1980 by
Simon § Schuster? If not, I will gladly send you a
copy. I am now beginning to work on a second edition,
with full revision, and would wdlcome any comments :you
might make, whether critical or favourable.

What I really want to know is, have you completed
the book you mentioned in your last letter to me (April
28, 1979)? 1If so, where could I get a copy?

Regards,

Febir Darie £

Peter Davies.



~ Tel. 023 - 240169 14th March 1984 30, Saxenrodeweg
2116 VA Bentveld
Holland

Mr.Peter Davies
Box 58

Plymouth
Montserrat

Dear Mr.Davies,

This is to thank you for your letter of 27th February.
I do 1ndeed recall the correspondence we had in 1979,
In the meantime the book Early Golf appeared in 1982
and there is now even an german translation on the
market.,I am sending you a copy by separate mail and
would in return be grateful for a copy of your
Dictionary of Golfing Terms.I this give cause for
comments I shall let you have them.

With kind regards I am,
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Steven J.H.van Hengel



